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e LTOR N3T The following
article is noc a definitive his=-
tory of the Washoe=-that nas yet
to be written, It is meant to
2cguaint ocur members with an
iacien grioup wnich lived in the
Eastarn part of Sierra County,
which managed to survive For som
732 y=ars ar more, 2nd wWno very
guickly czasad to exist as a co=
i iture within thrse gan=
2 fer tha arrival of th
in the 1850's. Now,
shoe still lives in
n area, Ye coulgd _
2arn 1 from a study of the (A view of Sierra Vzllev from Yuba Pass,
1ashoe--a people who svoided | looking east to the mors arid aart of
w=rfare and violence and who Sierra Yallev--the home of the Washoe,
lived in perfect harmonv with Courtesy of Eastman's Studio, Susanvi1ae,
their aarsn environment, Ca,)
Yot 0 B S SR T R ———
1and ranged From sami-arid in the North
THE PLACE The world of the ¥ashoe £o arid ip the Sauth, and wuch of the
=ncompased five small vallsv areas area was coverad with sagebrush., Irri-
vihich were arjacent to =ach otner gation has, of course, rnannﬁd these con-
and whnich hugged the eastern slope ditions in the present decade, Fish =nd
of the Sierr=2s. The Southern Washoe | game were not plentiful, nor was there a3
lived in theCarson City 3ancd Washoe great supply of wild berries =nd Fruits,
Y=1ley area, the Centrzal Washoe The climate of the region ranged from hot
Iived in the Reno area; and the summer davs to winter temparaturss which
vartaern Yashoe lived in the South- were well below 0C€, Tha “ashoa wers not
ara *=nd Ha=*nr1 Sierra VYalley area, blest wWith Friendly neighbors., 7o the
Tn2 whole world of the Washoe was north were the Modoc, & trioe 'whicn held
only ﬂppr3x1mqteny sixty miles long off ' the U, S.|8rmy For o time,| To the west
{ Erom nerth to sout n) and twenty were the California Indi=ns who, on their
miles wide., The environment, by summer dournies fnto the mountzins, mage
2ny measure, is a narsn one, The frequent invasions into Washoe territory,
e < fozsigy
Long Yalley Area (ﬁ')
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To the esast, not many milas| awav,were
tne drzaded RPjute, a tribe Which often

kicnapped Washoe women, 1In|spite of
these many Formidakle conditions,

Washoe managecd to survive Fpr many
Centuriess,

THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF THE
WASHOE
While the Washoe practiced

monogamy, rolygamy and polysr

ancdry, monsgamy was the most

commcn nRractice, The Family

was the major kinship group;

The family occupied one home

site ‘apc censisted of one of e
sometimes two nuclear famil e ; o

who were of the same ances=- his picture of a %Yashoe Y-use was tzken in 1901,
trv. OFten distant relatives }The Washoe usadwhatsver was 3t nznd to build:

or non-relatives were attachedj{dwellinas. Courtesv of the Navada Historical.Soc,
to the family, The home-site

or household was also the basic econ- | could be expected if the killar's iden-
cmic and political group and took } tity became known. B8acause the Washce
care of its own problems of |Ffood ga- | were a peaceful pesopla, these killings
thering 2nd cdiscipline., Beyond the | were verv rara.

nousehold there existad a community {Credits to Tim B s e)E
pand which was composed of & group of { 184k For infzrm zbove por-
housahalds, The copmunities came to- }f-tisn of our art

gather for hunting and for s$ocial oc-

casions. There was no overall chief FOJB GATHERTNG BY ASHGE

of the Washoe tribe, Local|leaders The gathering of Tor jTmadi

Gid zrise in the cowgmunities, but and Far the long cold winter

their only Function seccmed o be to most of the Wash tima anr and

czll the people together fpr cere- It was the rasga silitv »f the

moni=l occasions, Special ]eaders to collect roots, barri=ss, sesds, in
wera chosen tor the rabbit, |the cdeer sects and zlants., It was the respon-
and the antelope hunts, but|their sinility of the men to hunt Far game
suthority ended with the humt, A 2nc to Fish., Both men z2nd women helped
snaman existed in each group. His to gather =zcorns -nd ninenuts, 2lthougl
job was to use ﬂagic to cure the the woren prepared the nuts =after thay
sick, to placate the bad s»nirits anc nad been gathered, ne 2racess af ore-
to control events that affected the naring the acorns tosk consicerable
welfare of the people. The headman of ) time, The outershell was removed with
the 2ntelope nunt was usually the a firm tan and winnowed of7 the sxins,
shaman. The Yashoe nad no ¢ourts to The acorns were then pounded into a
settle crimes or disputes but had a meal with mortars and pastles, The

code of conduct by which problems tannic acid in the meal had to be re-
were settled., Food disnutes were moved, This was usually done by nlzc-
rare =mong the Washoe, Serjous dis- ing the meal in a2 Dasket wnich wWAas
sutes brought on the possibjlity of lined with grass or lsaves, WYater wa

a fued. Venge=nce could be|taken by | then poured over tne ma=al which carried
killing one's antagonist in|a secret off the tanic scid. Tha mezl could
ambushe. This =2ct was always kEPt a then be itised in soun, in ;_)""tties =n
secrat because retaliztory killings For mush., The mush was nraparec bv
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS!

The Sierra County Historical Society is
an organization of people interested in pre-
serving and promoting an appreciation of the
rich history of Sierra County. The Society
operates a museum at the Kentucky Mine in
Sierra City, is affiliated with the Loyalton
Historical Park ancd Musesum, holds quarterly
meetings, publishes a bulletin (The Sierran)
ancd concducts historical research, Members
are sent notices of Society activities, re-
ceive bulletins and are acmitted free of
charge to the Kentucky Mine Museum and Stamp
Mill tour and to the Loyalton Historical Park
and Museum,

Sierra Co, Historical Society
P.0. Box 260

Sierra City CA 296125

Send membership dues to

Ms. Maren Scholberg,

Box 1Lk

Sierraville, CA 96126

-Lincolin Madsen
-Rita Bradley

-Georgene Copren
-Maren Scholberg

QFFICERS

Presicdent- - - = =
Vice President
Secretary- - - - =
Treasurer- = = = =

Editor, Winter 1383 edition of
nMaSierran't--Milt Gottardi
X Kk * * * %
MEMBERSHIP rEES

Junior(under ----%5.00
Senior(over 50)==--- $5.00
Individugleeeeeeeuna $10.,00 4
Family==ecemcecaaaaa $15.00 il
Business=======c=ax- $25.00 P
Supporting---------- $25.00 pees
Sustajininge=-=====-= $50,00 §
Educaticnal Inst,---525,00 }
LiFar = SERIHRE, T §100.00

Now is the time to renew your member-
ship in the Sierra County Historical
Society., Send your fee to Maren Sch-
olberg, address above., If you sent
your membership fee in response to the
information in the summer bulletin,
you h3ve been credited with 1390 dues,
and should have received your 1330 mem=-
bership card, Mow is the time,
Ma2il your membership as soon as pos-
sible, pleaselll

LA

NOTES RROM THE FALL SCCLETY
MEET ING
The Fall meeting of the Histor-

ical Society was held on October 8,

1989, at the Loyalton Social Hall.

After a delicious pot-luck lunch,

capped by Georgene's cheesscake,

the Society took the following ac-
tion:

v1. Directed Milt Gottardi to
publish the Winter-'89 bulleten

v2. Directed K, Donelsen to pub-
lish the Spring3'30 bulletin,

+3. Adonted the original mem-
bership fee schecule (which ap-
pears in this bulletin) but al-
lowed those who responded to
the fees announced in the Sum-
mer bulletin to be grantead
1390 membership,

v, Appointed Bill Copren as
chairperson of an audit com-
mittee to conduct a comprehen-
sive audit of the Society to be
presented at the April, 1330,
meeting.

wonTset-tirerSoring- mestingof
the Socisty for April 22, 1330,
at 1:30 p.m. =2t the home of Amy
Eowman in Leganville, Sizsrra Co.
No potluck,

~5. Will adopt
April meeting
and loans and
may be gotten

v’/. Appointed €ill Copren and
Milt Gottardi to formulate a
Joint-Powers Agr=ement between
the Society anc the City of Loy-
alton For adoption at the &pril
meeting

v8. Appointed (she was gracious
enough to take on the job) Maren
Scholberg as the membership
chairperson and dirscted that
all membership fees go to Maren.

v'l. Approved expenses-cne can
check the minutes,

v'10. Suggested that, if nos-
sible, Kentucky Museum staff be
included in the Jakl=nd Museum
staff visit.

v 11. Ciscussed Society finances,
action to be taken aftar the
audit report at the April mesat-

ing. /\

a policy at the

governing gifts

times when loans
by the donocr,

—
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AT LOYAUTON

"EZSEARCH CENTER
RICA MUSEUM!

L .1PK AND

The nawest additisn to the

—
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Historical

cark =nd Museum at Lovalton|is a nis-
tcrical rasearch center. The building
was constructed with a grant from the
State of California (d1shﬁr1caT-Parm and
Recreation Grant) and completed during
the summer of '33, The nasaarch Centar
is attachad to part of the museum anc
S1ES vh Pront il therola sc*aJ1-Fﬂ“h011c
Church building (the oldest|building in
Lovalton) which is also part of the mus=-
aum complex, ;
Tha Research Centzr nas two rooms fror
me=tings, group research an¢ indivicual
research, A large room contains files,
artifacts, a typewriter for|people who
wish to type notes, etc., and a small
“itchen area for simple refreshments for
greu
Lo T e
.
g 4 i

=cantly complatad Tesear-h
he Loyalton Historical Park,
asy of "Tha Sierra Booster"

Center
Photo=-

e Sierra County

research

Tf any membar of tH
{istarical Society wishes to do
durina the time of the year when the
museum comnlex is closed (Odctober to
March), btain a key

he/she may ob
_3w=1*0n L\ty Hall,
any of our reagsrs

a
LT
tars, ohotos, rzcords, newspapers, e
which could be used Ffor historical re=-
search, please don't throw them z=way--
— (AR |
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nuts were cracked with a stone and
put in a winnowing basket to sep-
arate the nutmeats from the shell,
The nuts were roasted one more time
and then stored in baskets for fut-
ure use, The pinenuts could be
eaten raw, could be boiled into mush
or ground into meal for cakes. Tiny
babies were often fed a thin mush
made From pinenuts. The mush was
rich in protein and fat and a wel-
comed p3rt of the diet,

Hunting was the job of the men,
Anythina that could be eaten was
hunted, but squirrels, birds, deer
and rabbits were most commonly hun-
ted, Deer hunting required mental
and physical preparation as well as
skill, Before the hunt, the men
antered a sweathouse where they fas-
ted, sweated, smoked and dreamed.
They rubbed themselves with herbs to
disguise their scent., They sometimes
disguised their bodies with skins and
acted like deer to be able to get
close to the herd, Deer were used in
many ways. The antiers were used for

chipping arrowheads =2nd the bones as

awls for piercing animal skins or
making baskets, Pouches and tving
material qera made from intestines.
meat was roasted, stewed or dried for
future use,

The biggest hunt of the year was the
Men from many communitie

rabbit drive.

nelped in this important event. Men

used pointed sticks without arrowheads,
nets, snares or tarowing sticks to kill

the rabbits. The meat of the rabbit
could be cooked or dried. The dried
meat could also be ground into a meal
and used For eating during the winter
months, The rabbit drive was impor=-
tant not only for food but for the
skins of the rabbit,
the most important clothing of the
Washoe--the rabbit blanket,

51anket.
o~rad from many pelts sewn together
and was used during the cold winter
season for warmth., Because the Washoe
wore very little clothing, this rabbit

blanket was important for the very 1ife

2ECafy

The

These pelts made

Every per-
son in the Washoe community had his/her
This was a large blanket pre-

{
|
)

|
|
|

(A Washoe man and women in theijr
rabbit blanket-photo taken in the
1890's=~-courtesy of the Mevada
Historical Saciety)

'~
L

of the indivicual cold
months of winter,

L i siginterasitEiing
the Wasnoe hunters were very ecol-
ogical, They never killed more
than the people neecded, When they
killed an animal, thev said a praver
to 1ts spirit so that dit eauld be re=
born.

during

D

to note that

THE RELIGION O¢

THE WASHOE

The Washoe didn't have an organ-
jzed body of religious beliefs nor
any type of organized raligion with
specific caremonies or priests, 2e-
liefs seemed to even vary Ffrom group
to group. The %ashoe did have leg-
ends concerning the creation of the
Washoe and their world, but these
didn't seem to be as important as the
belief in|spirits, The spirit world
was very real to the Washoe and the
spirits tended t> be capable of doing
harm to the Washoe, The shamars
main duty was to placate the spirit
so a sick | person could get well or
so the spirit of a dead person

-/ X
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would not return to harm the living.

£ & X * * * %
v'e have managed to only give you, our
readers, a small look at the Washoe, We
nope this brief introcduction will help
to preserve the memorv of these fascin-
ating people, We thank Tim Rupp and
Shantel Scatena {who contributed info,
on food gatnerlng)ror much of the info.
in this article. Sources used by these
students include The Wasb; Ind1ans~
Gardner, Yasho Indians of Ca and Nev.,
Freed, The Two Worlds of the Washoe-
30wns, Wa She Shu-Nev, Inter-tribal
Council, Whispers from the First Cal-
ifornians-rabe,etc,, and Ethnogra-
phic Notes on the Washo-Lowie, = Infor-
mation taken from the notes of Edna
Gottardi from interview she concucted B
with Washoe people during the 1940's and

TN S O S PR 7 A A SR S ST AT TR

22

1350"'s . The University &
5F iHlevade .as an excellent collection of 3
books on the Washoe anc the Museum at E
Loyzlton has = good display of artifacts ; A . L S N
of the Sierra Valley Washoe, | "Big Lucy"-taken in Lovalton-1395, ¥

- : Thompson Studjo-note baskets made

by Lucy,
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