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ROADS FROM DOWNIEVILLE: _ N
THE LIFE OF JOHN DORMER, AN ITINERANT CALIFORNIA-NEVADA NEWSPAPZRMAN

-Eric N, Moody

Most of the individuals who flocked to Nevada after the dis-
covery of the Comstock Lode and other rich mineral deposits were
California emigrants, and many of them came from that state's
mountainous northern counties, lately the possessors of their own
mining boom.

A considerable number of the Golden Staters who moved from tne
older mining areas to the newer, more promising ones had already
achieved prominence in such areas of California affairs as business,
Journalism and government. Nevada's early history contains the names
of many such men who had held public office or served apprentice-
ships in public affairs in California, and who became prominent In
Nevada politics. Certainly the most notable of these were William
M. Stewart and John P. Jones, both of whom bscame U.3. senators from
Nevada and conspicuous figures in the national effort of the 1880's
and 1890's to remonetize silver. OQOthers, such as former Californis
Supreme Court Justice Charles H. Bryan, ex-Attorney General Thomas
Fitch, and erstwhile state legislators Charles E. DelLong, David E.
Buel and Thomas Fitch, and journalists like John K. Lovejcy and John
C. Lewlis, made forays into Nevada seeking fame and high office only
to be frustrated in their greatest ambitions. These men usually
returned to California or drifted off to other promising regions in
ssarch of whatever dreams they pursued.

Most of the mountain county emigrants did not, of course, seek
any elective positions in HNevada. They came looking for wealth, and
a large percentage of them did not remain in their adopted home after
its mines began to play out.

Neverthelesss, the nineteenth century political record of Nevada
is crowded with the feats of formerly prominent residents of Placer,
El Dorado, Tuolumne, Sierra, and other California mining counties,
who did succeed in making names for themselves in the new territory
and state, and who particlpated in and helped to shape its political
fertunes. Ones of these, although he did not come until the flush
times of the Comstock were almost over, was John Monteith Dormer, a
longtime resident of Downieville, Sierra County.

Dormer, like toc many of his contemporaries, 1s a fergotten
figure of Nevada politicla history. The only existing sketch of his
life is a short one which appears in Myron Angel's 1881 History of
Nevada, and it was written at a time when he had not yet been elected
to stats office. According to this biographnical article, Dormer had
ied an eventful life before he ever sgttled in Nevada. Born in 3b.
Louls, Missouri, in 1841, he moved with his parents to Wisconsin when
he was but a few month old, and then to Downieville in 1850.% For
the next seventeen years, except for time spent in schools in Marys-
ville, Santa Clara and QOakland, he lived and worked in Sierra County.
He becamme a printer for William J. Forbes, the publisher of Downis-
ville 's Sierra Democrat and later the editor of such Nevada newspapers

as the Virginia Citg Daily Union (Daily Trespass), Humbolt Register,
and White Pine News.

Young Dormer's mundane life as a prianter was interrupted for a
time in 1860 with the outbreak of the Palute Indian War in Nevada.
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The dafeat of a band of Virginia City militia under tne command of
Major William Ormsby, which had advanced upon some Indians at
Pyramid Lake for the prupose of chastising them for hostile behavier,
had started the "“war" in May of 1860. Ormsby's disaster spread fear
among the residents of western Nevada and raised cries for punitive
action, not only from Nevadans, but also from the inhabitants of
California's Sierra communities. Downieville alone sent 165 armed
and eager volunteers to Virginia City to participate in a campaign
against the Paiutes. Dormer, declares the_Angel history, was one of
the first to volunteer for the expedition,3 The war, Nevada's first
major - and most important - engagement be“ween whites and Indians,
concluded by the end of May with the defea’ of the outnumbered
Paiutes, and the Californla volunteers returned to their homes.

Once back in Sierra County Dormﬁr decided to take up mining, but
this new occupation was short lived. When the Democrat's printing
plant was destroyed by fire in 1864, the way was cleared for Dormer
to launch his own paper. In January of 1866 he and C,S. Clarke, as
joint proprietors, began publication of the Sierra Advocate. Clarke
assumed sole editorial management of the "Independent Union" weekly.5
Apparently, however, Clarkes performance of his duties did nov meet
with his partnerts approval. In the August l issue of the paper
Dormer announced that he and the Advocate had declared themselves
"free from, and independent of all editors and particularly those
who have heretofore so oppressed us...We shall hereafter edit ourselvg

Dormer continued for a while to publish the Advocate, but after
two years connection with the paper he Jeparted Downieville, moving
first to San Francisco, then to 0Oakland, where he became involved in
publishing the Daily Termini in the early 1870ts. After a short time,

howerer, he relinquished his interest in that enterprise and moved
on to Oregon, where he was employed by stagecouch and railroad
entreprensur Ben Holladay. When Holladay's fortunes collapsed Dormsr
moved to Walla Walla, Washington, and then to Lewiston, Idahe. 1In
the latter community he entered into a partnership with W.C. Whitson
and published the Lewiston Signal. He continued in this endesavor
until Whitson was assigned to a judgeship in Bolse, and then took
the road again back to Washington, where he worked for the Portland
Oregonian.

In 1877 rich gold discoveries were made at Bodis, Californis,

and Dormer joined the rush to the booming district. Almost immediatel
he became engaged in editing the Bodie Standard, and also the
Esmeralda Herald in nearby Aurora, Nevada.® During the winter of
1879-1800 Frank Kenyon, the owner of the Standard and Herald, took
ship for Guatemala City with the intent of starting an English
language newspaper there and left Dormer in charge of his mining
camp operations. Kenyon, however, never reached his Central American
destination, for, suffering with jaundice, he died at sea. Dormer
assumed management of Kenyon's newspapers and continusd to edit the
Herald until December of 1879.9 By early 1880 he had solé both of
his late employer's papers "for the benefit of ths estate," and had
begun, with two partners, publication of the Bodies Free Press. He
soon sold his interest in the Free Press, however, and took up resi-
dence in Nevada. There, in June, 1880, the thirth-nine {ear old
widower began publishing the True Fissure at Candelaria,ll

In Candelaria Dormer appeared to have found a home of some

permanence. The editor and sole owner of the new Republican weekly
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newspaper becmme active in local politics. In 1878 he ran for_and
was elected Esmeralda County superintendant of schools ( a position
he held only until 4pril, 1880, when he resignad).12 He d%ﬂ.manage,
also, to take some time away from his journalistic and political _
pursuits. For a few months late in 1880 he left his assistant editor
Wells Drury in control of the True Fissure and went Prospecting.

This gold seeking interlude probably occurred after Dormsr had run
for state assembly - and gone down to defeat along with most of the
other Republican candidates in Nevada.li

Dormer, by most accounts, was an editor of considerable ability
and, judging from his writings, possessed a2 developed sense of humor,
but he was not content to remain just a good newspaperman. Having
been infected with political fever, he made another attempt for
public office, and was sucesssful. 1In 1882, at the age of forty one,
the full-bearded journalist gained the Republican romination for
secretary of atate .15 Commenting upon his success, the True Fissure
reprinted the Reno Evening Gazette's statement that "Dormerfs fight
was a handsome one, and made him friends. He is to canvass the State
and ais scholarly appearance, genial warmth and handsome face will
make him a fovorite,"L Dormer took his place on a2 generally yeuth-
ful "reform" slate of zandidates neminated by the Republican state
convention., Of that convention there had been considerabls comment.
The Carson City Index had remarked of the meeting that the "predom-
Inating sentiment was that the party...should be at once delivered
and redeemed from the degrading bossism that has too often asserted
its power in the party councils. The struggle hinged very largely
upen the gubernatorial ndmination and the result was a victory for
the rank and file."1l7 The Grass Valley, California, Union declared
that the "machine appears to have been largely broken up" and that
in the nominations, from the governor's on down, the political
manipulations of Nev%dafs mining and railroad "bosses" secemed to
have been thwarted,: Heading the "reform" ticket as ths gubernat-
orisl candidate was Enoch Strother, a Comstock mine superintendent
and mining company president who had managed William Sharon's un-
successful campaign for the United States Senate in 1880.19 on
election day Strother and the Republican congressional candidate,
Christopher C. Powning, met defeat, but the remainder of the party's
state ticket was victorious. The new secretary of state placed his
name upon the time honored roll of California "carpetbaggers" who
had achieved success in the Nevada political arena.

Following his election Dormer left Candelaria for Carsen City,
taking Drury to the capital with him as an assistant.©? He retained
ownership of the True Fissure, which was not sold until 1885 when
Candelaria was rapidly declining into a ghost town.Z2

The new secretary of state appears to have performed capably
his dutles as Nevada'a chief record keeper, publications dispenser
and paper shuffler, and as ex officlo member of the state universitys
board of regents, but he does not appear to have taken a very actilve
role in partisan political affairs.<< 1In 1886 he was again nomin-
ated to run for the secretary's office and narrowly won re-election
over his Democratic opponent. Assured of another four years salory
from the state, he again returned to the newspaper field. In 1888
he became a part owner and the editor of the Reno Evening Gazette,
but his association with the journal lasted 18ss than a year.<3
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During the 1880's the movement for the remonetization cf silver
was beginning to gain strength in Nevada politics and Dormer partic-
ipated in it. He was a delegate at large to the Nevada Silver Con-
vention of 1885; although he was not one of the signers of the con-
stitution for a silver association which the convention adopted. b
It is probable that Dormer was initially interested in the growing
silver movement for the political advantage he might personally de-
rive from it, but he did not attend a second silver convention held
in 1890, %gd he left Nevada before the state's Silver Party was formed

i 1892, By 1890 he appears to have lost interest in a political
future - or at least hope for advancement within the Republican party,

although there was some talk of his being nominated for a third term
as secretary of state. In that year, while still holding nis Nevada
public office, he and Drury started the Daily Eving News in Sacramento
mento.26 When his term as secretary expired in 1891, Dormer moved to
Jacramento and became city editor of his newspaper.2/ Drury joined
him there, but the two refugee Nevada politicians (Drury had served
in the assembly in 1887) published the News for only two years before
selling it.e

Dormer remained in Sacramento for a time, and from 1893 to 1895
was employed by the California State Pringing 0ffice, first as a
proof readsr, later as a compositor.29 He appears to have departed
California's capital in 1895 or shortly thereafter, and by 1898 he
was 1lnvolved in another gold rush. The Lyon County Times of Yerington

Nevada, reported in October of that year that "Johnny" Dormer had
gone to Alaska to join his wife and her son, who had struck a rich
clain on Pine Creek.30 The newspaper was sure that his old Nevada
friends would be glad to hear of the former secretary's good fortuns.
The fortune, though, must have proved to be not as great as its find-
ars! hopes wers high: within a few years Dormer had returned to
California.

In 190l the aging newspaperman and unsuccessful gold sesker
settled in Los Angeles and went to work on William Randolph Hearst's
new Los Angeles Examiner.3l He remained wita the Examiner for about
a decade, initially as a proofreader and then as a printer. He had
apparently been retired only a few years when he died in Los Angeles
on November 25, 1920.32

Dormer's death was shrouded in tne same obscurity that had
enveloped his life., His passing recsived brief attention in some
California newspapers, but went almost unnoticed by the press of
Nevada.33 Vertually all of the obituary writers seemed to be ignor-
and of the fact that their subject had once besn a man of prominencs.

John Dormer'!'s minor significance to nistory liss less in what
he achieved as an individual than in his being a representative of
certain groups. He is gignificant, first, because nhe was a typlecal
member of the Western frontier, mining camp school of journalism,
Secondly, he possesses importance as one of tane numerous Californians
of the northern mining counties who became prominent in Nevadsa
politics and government. If he was not one of tnose, like Stewart
or Jones, who nelped shape the history of the Silver State, he at
least participated in its making.
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NOTES

lMyron Angel, ed., Reproduction of Thompson and West's History of Nevada. 1881
(Berkeley: Howell-North, 1958), p. 298; Standard Certificate of Death, John M.
Dormer. County of Los Angeles, City of Los Angeles, November 26, 1920. Some records
indicate that Dormer was born in 1843. Angel gives this date, and it is seemingly
supported by the manuscript census of 1880, which recorded Dormer's age as thirty-six.
Dormer's death certificate, however, bearing information supplied by his widow, states
that he was born February 22, 1841, as does the Virginia City Chronicle of Jamuary 20,

1921. Considering the frequent errors of Angel and the census takers, 1841 appears
to be the correct birth year.

2Angel, History of Nevada, pp. 298, 302.

3Ibid., pp. 298, 158-59.

%Tpid., p.298.

The writer of Dormer's obituary in the Virginia Chronicle, January 20, 1921,
stated that Dormer served as a volunteer during the Civil War, and afterward went to
Virginia City to work as a typesetter. Dormer does not appear to have performed
military service in any California or United States unit, although he may have served
in a local guard outfit. There is no record of his having resided on the Comstock
during the 1860's.

5Angel, History of Nevada, p. 298; Sierra Advocate, January 13, 1866; Repro-
duction of Fariss and Smith's History of Plumas, Lassen and Sierra Counties, California.
1882 (Berkeley: Howell-North, 1971), p. 434,

6Sierra Advocate, August 4, 1866.

7Angel, History of Nevada, p. 298; Henry G. Langley, San Francisco Directory.

1869 (San Francisco: Henry G. Langley, 1869), p. 203.

8Angel, History of Nevada, p. 298.

9Ibid.; Richard E. Lingenfelter, The Newspapers of Nevada. A History and

Bibliography (San Francisco: John Howell, 1964), p. 9. The Gold Hill News, March 27,
1879, says Kenyon sold his Aurora and Bodie newspapers before his voyage.

L

i
1John Gregg Folkes, Nevada's Newspapers: A Bibliography. A Compilation of
Nevada History, 1854-1964 (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1964), p. 100. The 1880
census lists Dormer as a widower. He remarried sometime in the 1880's.

12Angel, History of Nevada, p. 406.

2T,
3Llngenfel'ber, Newspapers of Nevada, p. 19; Wells Drury, An Editor on the
Comstock Lode (New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 1936), pp. 184, 239.

n
: Angel, History of Nevada, p. 298.
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15There are two known existing portraits of Dormer—an engrasving facing
P, 330 of Angel's History of Nevada, and a photo taken while he was

Séc. of State., The latter is included in an 1889 slbum of portrsits of
Nev. state officers and legislators,

160 True Fissure, Sept. 16, 1882,

17. Reno Evening Gazette, Sept 9y 1882, 18, Thid.

19. Ibid. ' '

20. Drury, Editor on the Comstock, p. 269

21, Folkes, Nevadd's Newspapers, p. 100. The True Fissure

ceased publicetion in 1886,

22. Dormer's officisl papers sre included smong the Nevada Sec.
of Xtste and University of Nevada Bosrd of Regents records st the Nev,
State Historlcal Society, Reno.

23. Lingenfelter, Newspspérs of Nevada, p. 705 Reno Evening
Gazette, Jen 3, Sept. 29, 186349,

2li. Proceedings of the Nev, Silver Convention---1885, (Carson
Gity: Stabe Printing Olfice; 1O05)s DDs (s 15

25. Winnemucca Silver State, June 3, 1890.

26. William W, Willis,

History of Sacrsmento Co., Ca. (L.A.:
Historic 'Record Company, 1913), p. gu

27. Hawthorne Walker Lake Bulletin, Jan, 12, 1892
29. Willis, History of Sacramento, p. 16l
30. Yerington Lyon Co. Times, Oct. 29, 1898, Dormer's Alasksn

venture is slso noted in AIf Doten,
Megszine, Sept., 1899, p. 57

31, Los 'Angeles CitV Director
uertlflca%

Directory Company, 190l )
November 26, 1920.

Los Angeles City Directory.
Death, Dormer.

32 .
33. A belated obltuasry appesared in Nevada in the Virginis
Jatle 205 1921

"Early Journalism of Nevada," Nev.

190Lh (Los Angeles: Los Angeles
of Death, Dormer., Los Angeles,

190h-18. 1920; Certificate of

Chron-

dalkely

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY THANKS THE FOLLOWIN
SUPPORT OTR ACTIVITIES, o

PLACpS OF BUSINFSS WHICH

S e T

" SIFRRA CHALFT INTERIORS
Carpet and Linoleum-

FORREST 5. MCMAHAN
General Contrsctor ¥

Sierra City, Cs ! Sales snd Instaslletion-Carpets
862-1148 ™ . Stesm Clesned snd Steam Cleaner
i e Rental
L4 I SRS e s S \] Sierra City, Calif, 2
TR =S ¥ e iy
Richerd Nepurse Compsny Y T —— T
Insurance ; Sierra Buttes Inn
and Your host and
Resl Estate hostess
Sierra City, Calir. ) "Doc" and Edie Negus
“ A Sierra City,
Y. Californis
— e e "“—"‘"""\)
B 1 ok e e /



STERRA HARDWARE
A Complete Line of Hardware

DOWNIEVILLE MOTORS

Tires Batteries Towing !
Repairs Par ta : Supplies _ :
Downieville, Californis Downievilile, . Californis
- it e LM .S T nn—-—x_/-—_“\‘*\,,_.—-—-—‘\’__\
e e - o

LOMBARDI MFRCANTILE

See Earle Little for your

Hardware----Building Supplies
Loyelton, California

PAT AND JIM'S FMPORIUM
Clothing~---Sporting Goods
Mageazines--Yarn
Loyalton--Csal

-
p———— - el P
- g T L L =

THE CQOKEE JAR
Lg out of sight! Mol Just a8t

LAMBFRT-WHITTAKER
INSURANCE AGENCY

\\//\ \//\J \/\'\

the end of town. Reservstions
now availsble in the "new" Fig Loyelton=====-- Celifornis
newton Room--Loyelton, Cal )
e O L S ﬁw—"‘“\_ RETE S e e o e \M_______———Q_,_“__.\/__‘\“
SRICK!'S PLAGHE YUBA RIVER INN

Loyalton-------e-oo California / Complete Mountain Resort

Your host, Slepres City, Cs

BV 916-~862--1122

Bob Bowling
el L —m__\\-_’/,/

f

b RS
|
/

e

S

ERA'S INDEPENDENT STATION LOYALTON PHARMACY

AND MINI GROCERIFS E. J. 8nd Bob Peeler
Loyalton, Cslifornis Loyalton, Cslifornis
916--993--4272 L262 916-993-43L3

"‘_'__/"*—- Sl o - E S e e 5

BOWLING 'S GROCERY AND K\ THE CALICO EMPORIUM

FURNITURE Antiques & Gifts--Highwsy L9
in Slerra Cilty
Loyaslton--=mmeaa- Californis California

. s g™ SR R e T e \ \_ /——-_*'-\__/"" "'—“---_._.—/“w—m.—\‘-\f\_
v
k SIERRA COUNTY STORE SIERRA CITY PHARMACY

Groceries servin' BErvin----The Super

. Service Pharmacist

7

Herdware, Sporting Goods, Ftc.
Rose E. Alen
Sierys City,

In Business for Your Heslth
Sierra City, Cselifornis

o

A

Californis ’)
Leare S = AT e -““"_“"—x‘___‘_' -~ e s R DS _‘“’—-'———~—-—-——_~_\%‘~h‘
el w2 H“-\\
- PLEASE SUPPORT THE ABOVF LISTED BUSINESS HOUSFES
. IN SIERRA COUNTY WHICH HAVE GENEROUSLY &
/// . SUPPORTED THE WORX OF THE STERRA COUNTY BN *
// & e HISTORTCAL SOCTETY! e
/ 4 \
/ \




MINUTES OF THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MEETINGS

April 20, 1975
Goodyears Bsr, Ca
After the ususl good pot-luck dinner with 18 members in sttendsnce,

Pres., Copren opened the business meeting, Minutes were resd snd were
approved, The president snnounced thst an ercheologicel survey would
be made of the Sierrs Brooks sres snd charged to that corporstion, He
also requested sny historicsl informstion on that portion of the Toiysbe
Nstional Forest, south snd west of Dog Vslley which lies In Sierrs
County for the County Specific Plan., This includes portions of the
Steven-Donner Trail snd the Henness Psss rosd, There is to be guite
g development in this sres which is nesr Verdi, The president then
read g letter from U.C, Pavlis requesting any archologicsl or historical
Information on the Independence Lake ares, They hsd sgreed to do sn
archeological study there,

Correspondence wes resd, 4 motion psssed to order 10 pictures
each of Downieville, Sierrs City snd the Kentuck Mine from Friday
House of Nevada City st $1,00 each to be sold to members. The motion
was then amended snd passed to change the order to 15-30 pictures,

A tressurer's report gave a baslance of $1,262/Li6 sfter expendi-
tures of $404.92 for the month, Jesnne McMshon then gave = report o
the lot and the Society is buying in Loyelton, Four psyments totaling
$850 have been mede leaving $150 owed. A motion was pessed to meke
the final payment of $150 to Norma White,

A membership report showed 29 paid members at present, 4 motion
passed to put $42.50 into the ssvings fund, Thils comes from the $2.50
of the $7.50 membership dues.

A motion was then passed to include in the picture order 15
pictures of Bassett's Statlon. When it was discovered that these
cost $5.00 esch, the motion wss smended snd passed to lower the
number to 10, A motion wss made and psssed to inelude 15 pictures of
Webber Lake st $1.00 esch,

- A duscussion followed on dues--whst period they cover if paid
late in the yesr, As s result of this, 2 motion psssed to creste a
membership cheirmen, A motlon then passed to divide the yesr into

i quarters snd dues be effective from the lst of the querter, Geor-
gene Copren wss then appointed membership cheirmsn snd she will
notify members when their dues become due, snd she will notify Jesnne
McMshon snd Dsrlene Messner of psid members, so thst the bulletins
and meeting notices cen be sent out to a1l current members,

Under old business, the president gave sn up-to-dste Fenoupbiof
Prop. I decisions. Since the Bosrd of Supervisors rejected the
decision on the division of the money reached by their sppointed com-
mittec, an slternste plen must be presented to them, requiring more
negotistions with those groups requesting money--mainly the Célpine
4ssoclation, the City of Loyelton, the School Bosrd snd the Historiesl
S9c;et;. After much explsnation and discussion, 3 motion passed to
give Bill Copren snd s Sierrs City representative power to negotiste
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Page 2--Minutes of the Sierrs County Historiecal Soelety

the Society's request for a minimum of $79,000 to $99,000.

The president announced thst s total of 10 places have been inven-
toried ond sent to the State with Zer¥oxX coples returned to us. There
are still many sites to be done and he ssked for getion from the dif-
ferent communities,

Under new business, the Chamber of Commerce is forming a Bilcen-
tenlal Committee for Sierrs County snd two projects have been Y ecom-
mended that we work with-

l, A&n orsl history project under Ssrsh Shidler

2+ State historicsl lsndmsrks (there are two in the county reg-

istered by the Stste--Henness Pass and Plum Valley House,)

Ray Darrab volunteered to get 8 committee from Sierrs City; other com-
mittee heads were Mrs. Lombert from Cownienieville, Mrs. Drury from
Goodyears Basr, Msry Hope and Mr. and Mrs. Allen Angell from Alleghany,
Meren Scholberg snd Georgene Copren from Sierraville. Gwen Lynch will
be asked from Loyalton. These committees will work on stste historical
landmarks snd the president will let them know what they are to go.

The president announced thet on May 18; there will be 3 reception
for Sierra County auther, Jim Sinnott, st the Kenton Mine Lodge in
Alleghany,

The next meeting will he on July 20 in slleghany. Meeting was
ad journed ., Respectfully submitted,
Meren Scholberg, Sec,

July 20, 1975
Kenton Mine Lodge
Rlleghany, Cslif.

Following s delicious pot-luck luncheon in the interesting din-
ing room of the Kenton Mine Lodge, Pres. Copren called the meeting to
order. There were 15 members present,

The minutes were approved as corrected. The tressurer wss not
able to attend, but sent word we heve $1,477.77 in the bank. E
Clempus Vitus has donsted $100,00 for the Kentucky Mine fund,

The following bills were approved:

» Membership chairmen--15,5 for cards and stamps

» 1 certificste for Mr., Jim Sinnott-~-$15.00

» Darlene Messner--cards and stamps--$L0.00

- Option for Kentucky Mine--Ssrsh Shidler--$250,00

» Instent Print--covers and papers--$25,88

» M. Gottsrdi--mimeos for bulletin--$38,25

It was meoved snd seconded thaot we pady all bills, Cesrried snd =o
ordered., It wes moved end seconded that the treasurer pey all bhills
from Instsnt Print ss soon as they come in without walting for approval-
carrled snd so ordercds It wWos moved and seconded thet the treasurer
tzke $500.00 from the checking account snd Open 8 general fund
savings account with it., Carried and so ordered.

Correspondence: 4 letter was read from Jim Sinnott‘thenking us
for the certificste we presented to him at his reception,
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Page 3--Minutes of the Sierrs County Historical Society

Old Business: Under old business, Pres: Bill urged members to get
busy on the county inventory of historicsl buildings snd sites: We
have only 1l turned in snd there sre many more thet should be put 1HEe
the inventory: Ray Dsrrah gave a report on the present status of the
Kentucky Mine project. We expect to receive $90,000 from Prop. I.
There also is §18,000 frem C.BE.T.A; which will be . amailableon Augs
lsts This is to be used to put people to work; so we can get much of
the needed work on the grounds and mine assessment work done with this
moneys We have a signed option from the four heirs of the Anns
Loefler estate, which is to be closed within one yeszri The Bosrd of
Supervisors has signed this sgteement and it hass been recorded.

The Historicsl Soeciety bhas to do sssessment work of $200 or equsl
value yearly, We are also oblipsted to record our proof of lsborj The
heirs want two weeks'! notice before any work is done: They also went s
representative to be there when it is done.

The risk of loss 1is on the Historiecal Socleby; =so; after some
discussion, it wes declded to purchase insurence for fire snd theft in
the smount of $35,000: and liability insurance of $1000,000 to $300,
000.

The president sppolnted the following committee to mske sny deci-
sions needed for the Kentucky Mine without needing to call a meeting
of the whole orgenizetion: Rsay Dsrrsh, cheirman; Milton Gottardi,
Margaret Lembert; Farl Withycombe, Mr. 2nd Mrs. Carroll Hsyes; Rich
Norris ; Jeasnne McMshon; Bill Copren, Sophie Tschopp, and Gwen Lynch;
Six members present will constitute & quorum.

It was snnounced that anyone who has snything to donate to the
mugeum casn store it in the Wells Fargo building until such time as
the museum 1s ready to receive it;

We received s five dollar donation to the Kentucky Mine Fund;

New Business: The president named the following nominsting
committee to report on o slate of officers et the next meeting:

Bill Copren snd Dsrlene Messner.

The next meeting will be on Sundesy, October 19, in Sierrs City,
potluck as usuals

It was decided theat TCownieville snd the Kentucky Mine would be
the first priorities to receive the Bi-centennisl State Historicsl
Lendmerk markers.

We wvnanimously thanked Mr: and Mrs: 21 Weiss for the use of
their lovely building, sfter which the meeting was adjourned;

Respectfully submitted,
Georgene Copren;
Secretary, pro-tem;
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THE HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED DIARY OF A DOWNIEVILLE

MINER IN THE 1850's

The following article 1s part of a series which has eppesred in
the Sierre County Historical Society Bulletin over the pasi two years,
The pert of the diary which has survived wss written from April %2,
1856, to March 2, 1859, We sgain thank Mrs, Msrisn Lavezzola, Sierra
County Treasurer, for making the dilary availsble to the ﬁistorical
Soclety, We have attempted to keep the flasvor of the originsl diary
by making a minimum of changes in the origingl punctustion, sentence

gatructure snd spelling.

(July 28, 1857 snd July 29, 1857 ere missing from the original diery,
Our last published date was July 27, and we continue with July 30, '57)

Thursdsy-July 30, 1857
Have managed to put in s full day. Moved a great msny stones~some

of them pretty large for one man to handle. Washed ccrsidersble
gravel but did not clesn up. Saw no gold. The westher is very hot,
though I work In the shade a good part of the time. Davis and Andy
were here 1n the morning. They reported their diggings full of water
in consequence of the tsilings having filled up the river just below
the mouth of the flume. I read the letter to Andy, which I wrote

for him on Sunday night last, he secemed to be well pleased with it
eand took it with him to meil,

Friday-July 31-1857

iy 1eft shoulder was quite sore when I first got up and my right
erm was sore at the elbow and in the srmplt 1t was swollen snd psinful,
I found when I first began to work that I would be obliged to quite
but after working swhile I got along easier, Have been at work most
of the dsy on bedrock, but did not finish the spot I wes clesninga
sew a few bits of fine gold, did not clean out the sluice~wrote s
letter to sister Kate last night after I wrote my journsl--

Saturday-August lst-1857

Was fn bed at Seven Oclk when fndy ceme up for the letter I
forgot to tske with me to town yesterday., I gave i1t to him to take
down & place in the P.0. for me-Washed my shirts & finished reading
the 2nd volume of Hume's History of Englsnd., George Scholes came up
from town & brought s letter which was directed to him end me sent
from South Fureka stating the fsct thet Samul. H. Teylor had been
recently killed by the caving of = bank, They wrote to me to lesrn
where Taylor's friends resided in the States, I snswered immediately
and gave them 81l the informetion T could, Took the letter to town

and mailed it,

Monday-August 34d-1857

Woke et six, breskfast & began work before seven, I spent the forew
noon cleaning rock. Ssw g few pleces of fine gold, In the afternoon
began to clean off more ground. Osborn wes here and stsyed about an
houry, I paid him the assessment due on my interest (which Uncle
Stephen holds) in the Wyoming Cleim,--
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Page 2, Diary of s Downieville Miner

Tuesday Eve August l-1857

Was up before five Oclk, got to work by six, washed out the riffle.
Moved the sluice, cleaned 2 smsll quantity of bedrock and washed 2
good deal of gravel--At noon the young man who was here yesterday
came along with his blankets & heving concluded to stop & try it
awhile, Since supper hsve baked s loaf of bread & made coffee.
nead some at noon-

Wednesday August 5-1857

Haeve been very busy, worked on the diggings sbout Eleven & half
hours, cleaned some rock & found a little gold. Albert Meeker snd his
brother in law casme here towards night to inquirer abcut the ground on
the hillside just above the dam, they want to work there, Mecker has a
family to support snd no diggings. He hasbeen finding some gold when
here & they were quite talkative-ss sisted me to clesn some of the rock,
I have a great trouble lately with my nose~lsst week it bled at nesrly
all timess. Tt wesd guibe sore yesterdey & this morning when I first got
cut of bed it began to bleed without any heving to touch it at sll-the
bleod was thin and wstery-here before 1t has been thick and of a dark
red ecolors It has felt irriteble all dsy and sffected myeyes & head-
At noon time I read the beginning of Henry the eights Reign,

Thursday-August 6th 1857

Have been cleaning Bedrock nesyly all day. Saw some gold., Davis
was bere in the forenoon & borrowed some sugsr. A friend of my new
hired man was here, Newspspers csme up-I have been stooping so much
today that ny back feels gerfes & am very btired, Dsvis bBas justh been
here, treushi o dlevber Hren his wifle for e be read fok hham, He
brought one "Tribune" % one "Pscifie"

Fridsy Eve-Aug 7-1857

The pump was rather slow in getting the wster out of the diggings
this morning, I started it st five & wss st work more than an houyr
before the bottom waes dry-found some gold In & crevis which was
cleaned out partly before noon--Miott was here sinece dinner, chat-
tered some time-Been resding last "Tribune'-have a backache

Ssturday Aug, 8-1857

Young Corbett my hired man complained of dilarhea, He seems to be
quite willing to do ail that he is eble & he is young, stout &
active. I have not been quite myself for several days past, my back
hes troubled me considerably. Gold sppeared to be running out, Ex-
amined some bed rock whieh I found wses clesned before Meeker % Co,
who are working on the hill close by me -they come frequently to see
how T am getting slong, They tell me thet they are not making snything,
Prom the pay which they imsgine I am getting on old ground they sre in-
clined to clume a portion of the river sbove here--—
Had supper early, washed-dressed % went to town-made a few purchases-
sttended the Theater % witnessed the "Lady of Lyons" performed by
Mrs. Potter & Phelpo, got shaved & hair cut & csme home with my
picks by twelve--
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Page 3-Diary of s Downieville Miner

Sundsy Eve--Aug 9th-1857

Slent till sbout seven when Andy came in making 2 grest noise whieh
woke me, Have been sbout home sll day. Resding the reign of Henry
the Eight of England. Tried to sleep awhile but the sun shines %oo0
falyly on the ten% to make 1t endura ble during the heat of the day-
took Humes history out in the shade and read tI11l I grew tired, Devis
brought a handsome specimen of gold bearing quartz for me to examine,
It 1s rich for the size & has probebly one ounce of gold in 1%,
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Monday Eve-August 10th-1857

According to the time by our old silver watch-I was up by half past
four Oelk. Hsve worked long & falthfully, broke & threw back out of
our way a great meny rock., I drank a great deal of water & swest
a8 great deal, Was up to see Uncle Stephen 2t noon., He had one man
with him then, he was prepsring to put in a wheel & pump. Meeker
& Co. are repsring the flume where it burned some time 8g0s They
turned part of the water through which hss had the effect here %o
make our wheel go slower, Was at Motts s little before sunset, He
was absent, had quite a leng talk with the mademe, hesrd s good deal
of scendal sbout her lady neighbors,

/”“*“‘\\\%h

Tuesdsy-August 11-1857

Clowdy during the forenoon, The air was close snd sultry., Very
hot-I thought it would surely rein, however the sky 1s clesr asgain
tonight. George was here in the afternoon-stopped sbout two hours,
Had s grest desl to say aboutDr, Yarmgton (unclear in original) whet
the Dr, had written to him s bout me concerning my treatment of him
last summer with regsrd to the clsim which I was working then, how
that he was trested so ungratefully sand unkindly end dishonerably
by me, It appesrs that he hss been writing to different parties
in this secction endesvoring to influence them sgainst me, All this
and much more he told me as having hesrd from Dr, Y and othera, I
was upset to think that my name was bsndied sbout mixed up with
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Page L«Diary of s Downieville Miner

dishonerable deeds but I suppose I must bear 1t though it 1s ever se
much against the grain, The water gained on the pump this afternoen-
the wheel is going faster now though and I think thst if the ditch
above here doesn't bother us we can work tomorrow, The water hag
been out of the ditch so long that the bosrds heve shrunk and the
water which has jJust been turned 1in egsain runs through the cracks
foirly—-

Pleage support the following------They support usl
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Wednesday-12th August 1857

The pump wes at work 2ll night long but the diggings were still
filled wibh water so that thewe were forced to discontinue work for
one day. I sssisted Mr, Cochren to csulk the ditch sbove here by
which means we stopped the water from running into my diggings st
2ll. C., took dinner with me, I wrote s letter for Devis., He came up
ot noon to have me resd it to him before mailing it. Corbett stasrted
for town soon sfter breskfsgst, I took s pick snd some other tools
to the blacksmiths to get repsired, Wss in town & S.I. ceme up to me-
was friendly, chatted shile snd invited me to go to his house with
him, Did so-Their 1ittle girl was lylng on s cushion whieh wes on
the floor placed at the feet of the mother of the c¢hild, The bsby
hes Been sick some little time in consequence of esting sn apple
they told me, but she now seemed to Be betiter, Got two pspers st the
P.0., Came home by hslf psst six Oclk--started the wheel and got
SUpPpEr .

Thursday~August 13-1857

Corbett stayed with bis friend at the Empire Rsnch last night, He
was here Ppefore I got up. The diggings were full of water though the
pump was at work 211 night, I turned part of the water that came down
the hill into the flume, The prospect for working on the bottom
looked rather dsrk but we have made out to s sort of desys work al-
though it does not smount to much, I ssw no gold of any consequence,
The pump finslly succeeded 1In getting the water 2ll out, I lowered
the wheel 3 1ittle so Bhet it now goes fester then 1t did, We added
two more boxes to our line of sluices snd Corbett hss been st work
clearing off the top stones and dirt. Lest night after supper I
put 81l the Beef I had into s small kettle to boil, Built s fire and
had 1t nearly coeked when I went to Bed, The kettle was without s
1id snd this morning when I got up snd went to mske a fire I saw the
kettle was ecmpty snd a track in the ashes made by 8 large dog-I sup-
pose & blg white fellew that has been here before, Corbett got his
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Page 5 Disry of 2 Downieville Miney

double bsrraslled pistol out and losded for the Yecepblion of My, Dog
should he be kind enough to return the visit,

Friday-August 14-1857

The dog came lsst night to disturb our clumbers so our plstol had no
opportunity of hsving its merit tested. Made the fott dam higher -
moved the riffle box & slulces-got to washing sbout middle of the
forenoon. At noon while we were egting dinner two of our French
nelghbors ceme here and sppesred to ®e Very amgry on sccount of the
ditch having been turned off above here; It appears that they nailed
the flume up somd time sgo in order to prevent anyone from turning the
water out, but Andy came up and toock the boards off of the outfit snd
this displessed the Frenchmen who went the diteh to be kept entirely
full 211 the way down to its terminus st the lower end of Stove Pipe
Flat. Been st work this afternoon, Kept Corbett bailing weter snd I
tried to clesn it. 1Lscked very much success--though our pump 2t the

lower end of the ground takes swsy the water with ease, KEt we cannot
gink a hole down in the rock snywhere but we will be sosked with the

leskage through the rock itself.,

Ssburday-August 15 1857
Only clesned a 1T7ttle bedrock today-finished cleaning the crevice-

we were 2t yesterday but didn't get much gold., Saw 8 few small plieces

I fecl very glad thet this is the lsst day of the week for I sm about
worn out. Could hardly get through supper--have washed up since SHPPEE
Been up to get my shirt which Mrs. W, had to wash., Buckins told me

thet his company wes doing well on the ground which Cochmsn and they

hed the dispute about. Read some in the Reign of Edwsrd the Eighth.,

Sunday August 16 1857

Have been at home sll day. It has been very warm-got through with
2nd vol, of history of England znd began the next. Have resd some
forty pages in the reign of Elizsbeth, Corbett had a friend of bis
here for dinner. I tried to shoot some squirrils that came sround here

in seaich of food bubt did nob kill an¥~—had Corbett's pistol-a double
barrclied instrument but could not kill sny.

Mondsy-August 17 1857

Put snother pump to work thst took the forenoon. Begsn to wash
gravel in the sfbernoon. I tried to elesn the rock and the pump but
could net because the pump wes not deep enough to take off the water-
lowered the pump @ few inches. It sets on the rock and it 1s so slow
digging in the rock even when it is off. T -worked. under the pump and
slulce boxes till I wes wet through. Got my clothes chenged sinece I
quit work snd feel better though very tired. Corbett complsined of
backache--the work is heavy for him.

. Tuesdey--August 19 1857

In the morning while I wes cleaning out the riffle Davis come up
snd informed me that the Atlantic mail hsd errived the evening
previous,. He wanbts me to go down but I did not promise to do S0
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Page 6 Dilsry of 5 Downleville Miner

We kept at work during the morning; Corbett st shoveling gravel and
T cleaned some bed rock and found o 1ittle gold but only s little--
After dinney ss I was reading Thomss' history of Elizsbeth s message
came from the United Ststes Hotel stating thst my wife Sarsh Jane and
my desughter Emma Dodson were there hsving just srrived from the
Atlentic Statess I left Corbetbtt to work slone in the efternoon and 1
went to town to see those I love so desr:
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