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':I:'H~ HI'T'T~1':f.l.TO UNPUBLISHED DIRY 0'" A DI'),''1IlIEVILLE 

HI NFR IN THT;' l851)'s 

T'Te hope that our rea1ers are enjoying the diary of a 
Miner who miner'! in the Dmmieville area in '..he 1950's. 
This ~ia-=y, or at least t :'.3 part that has survived, was 
\'lritten from April 12, 1'356, to March. 2, 195'1. "1e thank 
'Irs. "~arian Lavezzola for "lil.kin q the diary available to the 
Sierra County Historical Society. ne have I:ried to keep as 
close as possible to th.~ oriqinal in spelling, punctuation 
ann sentence structure, an~ have only made changes when we 
felt the oriqinal Nould be completely confusing to the 
reader. 

':I:'he diary continues on t '1e follm,mq naqes: 

"Tennesitay April 22w', 1 '357---
i~ w. 

Have been I'/ash"i;nq' t'te bottom took O'lt consir'!.erable <'1011.. 
Uncle Stephen caMe UD in th..A forenoon . wi th his hlankets. I 
rlrew uo a hill of sale at noon & he paid Anrly & Davis. It 
is part of the purchase Money that Nas agree(1 unon to be oaid in 
advance, for the bala ,nee th~ one half to be pain "Then it 
shouln be taken Ollt of t'1e claim I also r'lre,·' up aD article 
of agreement---The tl-jinq is nm'1 arranged So Uncle Stephen 
is no,,' a pa.rtner of mine aqilin after an internal of nearly 
t.10 years---" ' e hi'ive ';Ieen istroanqed a good neal since then 
but I expect that t'1e fault l1as nrincepally my mm & from 
t~hi'it I hav8 learnell I !-jone the like "1av never occur aqaine---

The sky W::l 3 clour"y lIt:rinq the qreater part of t!-je after­
noon, I ''''as c1eanin<1 he"lxock " han such pain in my back that 
I coulr1 haJ:'dly keep at "mrke---

Thursday l\.pr::'l 23~rJ 1'357---

Cle::mer'l. up the 'JottO"l & am nO"1 reany ~or loominq anil 
then cut. }\ndy t:i I attende<'l churc". at Eliotts ",hen the Rev. 
!1r. Ponrl from))ovmieville helr'l forth to about twenty aunii:ors 
a'llonq ",hom \o,<"refouxladies - --!nliott & the Illoman "lith WhOM he 
has been li-J'::'nq for ;::~2rly t''lO years Nere marrier'! today by 
a Justice of the oeace---

Have reat'l bvo chapteL"s in !lartin Chuzz1e"Jitt since I 
returner! fro;'!l chu::-che. 

"-'he day vTaS very hot & the river is .. roarinfT high, 
hiqher than I hav0 s~en it before in a year. 

,,-- -.. 
) . 

~ . 
.. - -._- -'-



Friday Anril 24 1857 

Uncle- _ Stenhen ,~ent out to "~ork '-lith 
tofix the boxes &' t llen to see to t he nitcll . 
been stopned un above some,·!here f. Davis f. I 
the matter \~as ' & to rir.ht it if \~e could~--

Feel very tired to ninht . am al~ost 
old rapidly.---

Saturday April 25th 1857---

us. "e hll,dfirst 
The ,~ater ha aall 

went u"" to see ,·,hat 

I-!orn out, fTettiw' 

Were at work early. I felt stiff & sore the water seemed 
to be very cold. Vorked until noon, after dinner Andy & I 
took"'he picks _ crow~ar to the blacksmiths shop to besharpen­
ed. \lere in town about t,-,o hours. BouGht a panama pot for 
which I paid One Dollar & fifty cents 

A.S. Dadson came up to where I was standing & began a 
conversatione in his pleasant voice which he purts on when he 
is up to deceivnng---· -

Sunday April 26 1657---

Have been at home all day. It we.s warm & seemed very lone 
I wrote a short letter to Rev. Kilpatrick , one to Uncle 
Stepben & an' ~her to Cousin Eliza Frankline who is living at 
Hevada----I have no acquaililtallce >lith her myself but wrote at 
Uncle Stephens requeat. He employed part of the day in reading 
& part in fixinG his bunke---

I finished reading "Uartin Chuzzle>lit" and began Timoli~n 
in Plutarch!s Lives---

:londay April 27 1857---

Sky cloudy---quite cool. Have been busy looming off the 
Cut. Finished in the afeernoon & placed the boxes ready for 
cleanin~ up the bottom, Finished the Life of "Timolion" in 
Plutarch. Uncle Stephen is readinG "David Copperfield". I 
got my clothes all wet. feel chikly as well as tired---

Tuesday April 28th 1857---

;10 water in the Ditch. A company wtlo llIwn mining about: 
half a mile aboveus had piled a great many boulders right above 
the Ditch on a side hill. last night they started off in a 
slide & copletely mashed the Ditc~ to pieces---
we have not worked any in the DiGGings to day---The Ditch is 
repaired & the water comine again , liave been endeavorinG to 
buy a second hand jet of castings for tbeDevrick but did not 
suceed in doing 50---

11ednesday April 29th 1857---

Cleaning bedrock, but did not finish it---Warmer than 
yesterday >las. Washed out to nicht & had very cood pay--­
Uncle Stephen is deeply interested in "David Copperfield" 
while Andy, is readinG "Nicholas Uicklely" I have just conclude~ 
the "Oak OpeninGs" or the "Den Hunter" 

r j ---- ...,~ 
~, ' 



Thursday April _30th 1851--·-

Still at ,'ark on the Bedroclt---Expected to finish it but 
did not, nearly ns nuch g-old as "'-y:e-st-orday .' - - ... -Cool 
,linds · ---Eave a head cche since supper , Read ' Paulus AE'd~ius ' 
in Plutarch also - limoleon ' -Paulus EEmilius compared 

Friday !lay 1st 

Have the Bedrock nearly cleaned, find some gold not so 
much cs yest~rday however---the sun is clear and bright but 
owin!; to 1{ind the "eat her is more pleasant to work -·-··at noon 
r renewed the notices on my two river claimes & Uncle Stephen 
went up the river to renew hls - -·Read ' Pilopidas ' 

Saturday ~ay 2nd 1857- ---

Davis "' Uncle -st;ephene llere sawing stove length cuts off 
a large log that Inynear the hORse while Andy ~ I finished 
cleaning up. we washed out all of the riffles. made a complete 
finish of this cut. made a division OC our dust and settled 
up our affairs Generally r went to town in the afternoone. 
read a letter from my wife. 

Sunday eve 'lay 3d 1857---

Uncle Stephen, Andy,&Davis "ent to towne SOO:-n after break · 
fast. r have been at home all day. Read alittle in Putnams 
llac;azine---Had a load of grub arrive here in the torenoone. 
Dassett came up from town on his way home to his cabin on the 
East PBrk Be stopped with me nearly all day--- The sun came 
out ,,1 th great power. I felt the heat un.U81ally p;reat- .. -

Uncle stephen& the rest of the boys boufht a set of Cast 
ings for a Derrick. Our old Derrick is nearly worn out. It 
requires two men at least to haul up a small load over & with 
the power "e will have with the irons one man can do the work 
of t'-TO 

donday "lay 4th IG57--- --

Uncle stephen vas S1CK all night. did nbt eat any break 
rast or dinner. Ve had a carpenter here to make a frame ror 
our Derridk but we did not het it finished. We are soing 
to '~-good deal of Expense in fixing up the Derrick and pcrhapa 
viII not ~ake much hereafter. The sun shown very hot. Dvis 
vas in tovn nearly all day tettin: oame irons for the frame. 
George Macy came up in the afternoon & James Davis came this 
evenin~. I hQve l!ritten a letter for hil~"--

~'uesday day 5th li)57 -· .. --

Was up early. have been tinkering at the Derrick all day. 
It will not work yet. I vas obliged to goto town atnoontiue 
to get tools. It has been very hot, have had a head ache all 
of the afternoone. Have read nothing of any acoount in several 
days-----· 

I. ..I --



'.:cclaesur:. y · i. ay c.tl1 1 ~ )1 "u _ 

As 11 e fa il ed i n our dn d eavo r s to maR~ t h e ticrrick , ' or ~: 
:f cster<1ay " "inc to a f a ult in t he conGtruction of t he fraMe t lw.t 
sUPI,orts the custi nr; s -' Uncle f:t e ~'lh ell u c nt to tO~J!l to inform t h e 
car p enter ~1ho n~d~ J it ~ t h e r e sult ~ to Il ave h im C0 11 e u p ~ 

r e~ cdy t llO defect. He carne ab out !1 i dd l e of t he for e noon & soap 
.i.! £!. d it ri:- t~t so t h r>.t it 170uld l,,.. ort e 3. sily -, u e hoisted 
se v e ral l oa Qs 'l ith '· r est ee se - We s ot son e ~ oxcs t be ra n t o 
lOOi .1 o f f the to ,: : Di u not succe ell. in tioi nG much 2. 1-Tin 0 of the 
!)crri c.L ~ -che s t ory.: Fh ic h l) e'~ nn i n t ile :fa -coon. ~; e ~'l or ~:E:d a 
cou Dle of llours a frter dinne r we t :1CD quit on ae-)ount of the 
r a i n All dy haa Lcen t o to~n siee t h en Un cl e step ll e n lI as been 
dee ~) ly intcreste~ in Davi d Cop~ erfiela ==-- - Davis h as b ee n 
a. b c u :~ I have u ee Yl co o l: inE u ;J, shin r. dis he s Z; ne n. c~ .Iarcellus 
f: t h'2 cO::1IH1.sicon". It is ra inin G 

Stove Pipe Flat East Forke 

lhy 7th 1857---

The storm which b e gan yesterday has continued all day--­
I have har dly bccn out of the house during the whole day . 
Spent the greater portion of my time in reading the "Lifes 
Adventu r e s " of James P. Back>Torth" The books contains mallY 
horrible t a .ls of indian wars and partic u larl- of the success 
of the said Be ckwort h in the most dreadful of bloca spelling J 

scemes-- - Such work may please some oeople but they are 'u 
disgusting to me---I would have none of them, 

Davis paid a visist to town & bought himself a pair of rub­
ber boots - --

I tfas up about fiYe in the moring. snow had just begun 
to fall, there 1s a little SnllW on the ground but it melts as 
it falls -- -

In the forenoon wrote a letter to my wife Sarah Jane Davson. 
fille d the sheet nearly full - --don't feel much in the humor ~or 
either vriting or r eading-- - muchgasst.udying. my mind is too 
'dull to profit by stu dy or even to be roused or awakened b y 
thought the n oblest part of myself slumcers in ingoble repose 
• vill probably ne verb e a wa kened . If I could have age to 
exercise the mind as much a s I hav e the body du~ing the last 
fo ur years I tfould a t least be cap able of do£ng things 
tfhieh I & am not at t empt nOtf & would f~ il in if I did attempt 
them---

Friday Hay 8th 1857 - --

Storm cleared ava Y---tforked about e i ght hours---but little 
suh---tfat er very cold. Th e derrick tforlswe ll -- -new man can 
perform the l a bor of ttfO with the oldderricke-- -

Some rain & hail in the afternoone, quit ear ly in cons­
equ ence of the cold rain---Reading "Aristides" Bakine; bread & 
boiling beans =--

--------.......--~--~--------------------



Saturday May 9th---

Consideravle frost, not very clear yet. Some of the late 
fallen snow still in sight. Cool again to night will freeze 
again I expect, have beenhard at vork looming, vater is very cold. 
ve vere all wet long before night, I beGin to feel stiff and 
sore in consequence. Our derrick works veIl. It requires a 1 
little longer time to hoist a load than it did vith the old 
derrick though now ve hoist a great deal more at a load---
We have loomed off about half of the cut---

Sunday ~ay--IOth 1851---

The sky hashecome cloudy. the air is cold---Davis l*ft the 
cabin soon after breakfast---in order to have his likeness taken 
in coupliancevith a request of his wife---Andy. & I went up the 
river tolook at a dam which Uncle Stephen wanted to have taken 
out so that he could fluI" the eround---

Was busi*d in cooking & washing dishes until noon when we 
had dinner & I accompanied Uncled Stephen to town. I mailed 
my letter bought a novel "Old Curiosity Shop ' & returned home. 
It is quite cloudy & threatues rain---

~onday ~ay 11 1851 

'i'he S!knT<"'was falling :l!ast when I "okeup, 1 t did not continue 
long but was very cold all day. We "orked about eight hours & 
nearly froze atthat, I "as completely wet & about as cold as I 
ever remember to have beene in country, Commenced reading "Old 
Curiosity Shop"---

Tuesday ~ay 12---1857---

Weather more pleasant, The sun has been shininG allday & 
taken the sno" off the hills, It is pleasant enough to work in 
the vater "hen the sun shines but it is horrible almost to work 
& freeze---

Wednesday Hay 13 1851 

Mr. C. F Jones came here in the forenoon He has recently 
been to San Francisco & is usual with him has a Great deal to 
say·---Hhile he "Tas here 1fe had a great banke slide uhich Came 
very near catching Andy. & Uncle Stephen though they uere a great 
1fays off----·I vas standing on one side tallcinG to lir Jones at 
the time uhich probably sOlld me from the daneer, t.:r Locke came 
about noon, ~e had not been to see me since last September. 
He has been sloppine in Forest Ci~y durine the llinter. has made 
s living & that is about all----Ilis object in seeine me vas to 
see some books he had which I had borrolled of him_last year. 
He talk s of leaving & can not very veIl tal:e them ;Tith him. 
I boueht of him ~ accompanied him to tOlln to eet them. I returned 
about Eleven o.cl'ck 



Thursday May 14 1857---

Got the sluices and attached the hose to the flume ready 
to bring the water down into the boxes we had this done before 
noon after dinner we began to clean up. as soon as I had eaten 
my dinner my head began to ache not in the forehead it generally 
aches but in the back head & around the aars particularly the 
right hand one. I worked till about the middle of the afternoone 
& then quit; ate no supper but employed myself the while in . , 
reading "Old Curiosity Shop"---

Friday May 15 1857---

Uncle Stephen is the cook this week, He was sleeping 
soundly when the sun was shining.in through the window & crack", 
of the door, I was glad to see h1m sleep so well for he is ~et­
ting along in years now & still vor~shard & to preserve his 
health & vigor much sleep is required---l-Iy head ached some in 
the morning, I ate a light brea~fast & have worked with the 
others all day my. head is well enough now---

Saturday May 16 1857---

Beem at work on t~e B6irock, It is harder tham that in 
the other cut & PRYS less---W- quit work at four o.cl'k P.M. 
after supper started for town after supper, took the picks 
with usto get them shacpened. took our dust with us sold 
it & paid our debts---It vas after dark "hen I reached home 
agalne---The boys were allabed. 

Sunday May 17th 1857---

Wrote a' letter for .avis to his wife in Virginia---Davis 
& Andy, vent to t c 'cn. Uncle Stephen wrote a letter to his 
friend llillictl FCopkins in Michigan. He started for town 
about tva hOUTS ago to put it in the P,O. I have been read­
inc; the "Old Curiosity Shop" have followed poorlittle Hell 
to her quiet gram It is an affecting story, It seems 
sosimple trim & like like I never stopped to doubt the truth 
of what I was reading but hurried one fas~inated unto the 
end---

The sun has been shing brightly & with great heat, all 
day but nowsin ce the sun has gone down a little behind the 
hills the air is ceol & to me apperrs chilly---

Monday May 18 1857---

This being DC7~S ' Cook week he was up early had breakfast 
ready before six o,cl'k, I began to read the Life of Phi­
oipomim in Plutasck & finished it at noone---We have all 
been cleaning Bed ro-.k--it is veryrough & requires a great 
deal of vork to clean it---The rock is not very good but it 
paid us quite well to day---

--------



The Historical Society thanks the following places of business 
which support our activities. We urge all our members to repay 
these kind people by supporting them: 

BOWLING'S GROCERY AND FURNITURE 
Loyalton, California 

------. -\0. .-

LOYALTON PHARMACY 
E.J. ana-Bob Peeler 
Loyalton, California 

LAMBERT~WHITTAnER INSURANCE, Inc - --
Loyalton, California 

------------
PAT AND JIM'S EMPORIUM 

Sporting Goods---Clothing 
Loyalton, California 

• 

ED 1rlHITE AND SONS 
Garage------Fora-Dealer 
Loyalton, California .------------..---
LOYALTON MARKET 

Under new management 
Groceries---Fresh Meat and 
Produce Debi and Bill Davis 
Loyalton, California 

--... ----------LOMBARDI MERCANTILE 
for all your mercantile 
Loyalton, California 

BRICK'S PLACE 
Loyalton, California 

Your host, Bob Bowling 

G 

needs! 

"CALIFORNIA CF...INESE CHATTER" 
The following article is taken from a book by Albert Dressler. 
The Dook is a collection of telegrams sent to and by the 
Chinese miners of Downieville in 1874. as well as the account 
of a trial of one Ah Jake. 0 ur article is concerned only with 
the telegrams. We quote Mr. Dressler's foreword to his work: 

I ~I 
-~ -----jf" 

/;~ 
r / 

---~ 
I , 

["1 , 

. , : 



"To the reader the (;ontents of this L::>ok may at. times 
app~ar comical. It is not my purpose to ~amp90n, and I wish 
to state, here, my attituce to\qard the ch~nese , I have hiq~ 
regard for the celestial Brethren, and I am ready at all t1meS 
to accord them the respect I consider due th~m, because of 
their achievements, and most anci _~.t li::", ,,.::/e .• 

/-
' / " 

: ; . ~/ '"1 
l' 

' The heat of the tropical sun shines down , 
~hnt metter the skin be black or uhite ; 
For white , or yellow , or bla ck or brown 
Arc equal, at lnst, in the master's sight ." 

/ 
/ ",",-" 

... / '- ( / / ,.­
I I' • 

To those interested in the history of the State of California 
and to those inclined touard the humorous, it is not amiss 
to call attention once aenin to the <,-daee, "Truth is stranger 
than fiction . " The truth herein contained is represented by 
120 tele~rnms, exchaneed anong the Chinese, to l'.nd from Doun-· 
ieville , Sierra County , Californin, in the year 1814 . It 
provides the reader uith a heretofore unnoted aspect of Cali­
fornia's Meltine Pot . It offers a Glimpse into the realism of 
her romance, nS yet unknoun save to a local feu, and riSing 
solely on its oun nerit it proclaims the atomic part of that 
Entity to uhich it belones. 

TELEGRAHS EXCTIAi!GED BY THE CllIJlESE TO AND FROn' 
DOWTIIEVILLE , SIERRA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, DURING TilE YEAR 1814. 

Fone; Ho & Co 

San Francisco, C&~. , 

March 20, 1814, 4:05 P . M. 

lIov price hundred sixty dollars each hundred vials. Opium 
~Till be hieher. 
12 Pd. Yu Wo & Co 

.,.---·-...... ·--.- - ---·-·. - -1 ,-.... ------ -- " --'" // 
/ '- . .. - --r--

Yuk Tong 

VirGinia, Uevada 
March 29 , 1814, 11:33 A.M . 

Yuk Tom you lie you jap boy gon Shaneh1 come or answer. 
19 Pd 01. 00 LuJ~ Chung 

· .• '"' ...... '' '.' '''' .. '''''11'' ... ''''''''''' '',." '''''' ''11'''''.,,,'''.""",,, ,,,,,, ,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,01'"''''''''''' '''''''''''''''' ''''''''''' ''''''""'"'''''''''' ''''' ''''''' '''''11 ''''''''''''''''' '''u ....... ·::::;''', •. 
""'''UI ~\' 

Luk Chunr, 
Vir~inia , lIevada 

Yuk TonG all rirht. 
AnslTer. 
10 "ords CoIl- ct 

. ... 1,. .• 

Don ' t understand 
. /"- . ; 

// 

' - ,,' -"L !---

Downieville, Cal., 
, :areh 29, 1814 

what you mean . 

Yuk 'Tong 

......... . ., 
.• -J, ~. , • 



Yuk Fong ~ 
Did the girl Wah How no come 

she is kidnapped. Answer if she 
19 Pd $1. 00 

-"-----.. - - ---

Luk Chung 
Virginia City 

Virginia City, llevada 
March 30, 1874, 1:30 P.M. 

here last month . I think 
wtJ.S. 

Luk Chung 

Downieville, Cal., 
March 30, 1874 

She has not come 
speak of her before. 
21 words Collect 

here yet. llave never heard anyone 
If I do I will telegraph. 

Yuk Fong I • 

...... • .. ·_ ... w •• ""--.-."._~," ,"""w..",,".~:.:~.?~i::~~·~~=!·"''''"''''''·'"'""''· ''' '''''"'=''"'' " ~~<;:;::: ...... :~i 

Hon Lung 
Stockton 

Case settled. 
9 words Pd $1.00 

Cune Chong 
Marysville 

( Downieville, Cal., 
Harch 31, 1874 

Ah Chee went this morning on stage. 
Ah Jake 

_ _ c./"",/~---

Downieville, Cal., 
April 24, 1874 

Send one hundred and t"TCOty dollars by teleernph to 
Fong Sine's Store . I sent letter to you next mail. Trail 
on Monday. Answer. 
23 Pd. $1. 25 Lim Lune 

' ·"t., .'1> • , .... ,.''' ••••• ~~ ... ~;<.:.: .... ::.:::.'''''~:::: .. '.''' •. '''- .. ''. ···' "·'·"'·""'~~·:""'·~"'''''''''.L.''.''./ .... / 
.. " .. " ..... , .... .. .. ,, ' , .. , ... , .... ," , ..... , ~ 

.~.~ . . -" 

Fong Sing 

Marysville, Cal., 
April 24, 1874, 6:25 P.M. 

In few days will get men go up. 
S Pd 50¢ 

Cune Chung 
Hnrysville 

Clough is 
Trial tomorroy 
Ans'/er. 
10 \Tords Pd. 

Downieville, Cal., 
April 26, 1874 

sick. Get good lawyer. Send money quick . 
morning 10 o'clock. Case can't be postponed. 

Fong Sing 

f i 

f i 



Received at 

llarysville, Cal., 
Anril 27, 1874 

Dovnieviile at 6:1' P.M. 

Fong Sing 
Hire a lawyer and if he vin~ case me vill send one hun-

dred and t"enty dollars. If no "in me send no money. The 
lalTyer pay his ovn expenses. Ans"er immediately. 

~ Lem Chung 32 Pd. ",1.75 
j , 

, ............... , .... ,"".""" .. """ ... ", .... " .. "." ..... """" .. "".".,,.,, .. , .. ·"·j''' .. ·' .. ''.~',::.:~i''''''''''' ·'' ·''·'' .. ''''''·'''''''·''''''·''·''''''''''" .. · .. .... " .. ·"· .. ·" .. ""·"· .. · .. "")"::,::.::.~"'L."" 
./ 

Alleghany, Cal., 
June 20, 1874, 7:40 A.m . 

Tung Wo & Co. Store 
Tell Lern Lun come over and cook for Miller. Bring 

two boxes opium. AnSl-Ter. 
14 Pd. 

Ah How 

_____ -------L.1 -L/ __ ---------..../j 
Fong Sing, Tie Yuen 

Oroville, Cal., 
July 12, 1874, 9:55 A.M. 

Your "oman she go Colusa. 
10 Pd . 

You vant her go_there, 
Lem Lun 

. """ .... " .... "'''''.".'''''''' .. ''''.'''' .. " .. ''''''.''''.,,, .. '''.~:;;:-'',.;~:<""""::.::,:::.:.",;';:'::"",,, .... " ... '''''''.''''''''.'''''''''., .... '''''''''''"" .... ,,'''''' "., .. ""' .. " .. ,",,,.," .I ,,/ 
, ."" .•.. :?.'.: ..... .... ,/ 

,0' Do,mieville, Cal., 

Kaw Chung 
Hadsvorht, ITevada 

July 25, 1874 

Don't you let her go. I viII come over tomorrov and 
see her. I "ant to bring her to Do"nieville to live with me. 
Hhat time does the train start. Answer quick. 
32 words Pd . Fook Sine 

, ", 

Hing Ho Chung 
Hadsvorth, ITevada 

Fook Sing left today. 
Tell her nto to go to wait 
21 words Pd. $1.25 

)/7 

.. / J 

Downieville, Cal., 
July 26, 1874 

will be in Wadsworth tomorrow; 
till he comes. Ansuer quick. 

Tai Yuen 

j..') 
• 

-1-)/--



Daw Chung 
~ .. Ja.dS"lorth 

Downieville Cal., 
July 26, 1874 

I vill stnrt for Hadsvor_b today and meet her on the way. 
Tell her to wait .for me-toopome and .. tt_sbe vants to go 
! ~ will let her.~ 'Don~t care. Answer. 
33 words Pd. $175 Pook Sing 

. -----. _ ... ..-------0--. -- ----... ....... __ ... 
--~ __ ._._ A_ . _______ --.. 

Downieville, Cal., 
Hing Wah August 2, 1874 
Auburn 

Ask Ah Tom if my partners Yuck Sing's woman down there. 
If you find ,·,here she stop ans'·,er immediately. 
19 words Pd $1.00 Ah Tri 

Ah Tom 
Auburn 

--.. -'-~---.--

Downieville, Cnl., 
August 2 1874 

Go and ask Mow Sing and he will tell you all about it 
and answer quick as you cqn. 
19 words Pd. $1.00 

Ah Tri 

Ah Tri 

Auburn, Cal., 
August 2, 1874, 10:10 A.N. 

The voman is at Virginia. Come to Auburn and I will tell 
you heap lots. 
15 . "ords Pd. Ah Tom 

Ah Tri 

._------ -.... _. 

Auburn Cal., 
August 2, 1874, 11:05 A.M. 

Woman "ent to Virginia town with How Ah Sing. You 
better come here and talk to the company. r.eep quiet. I 
kno" all about it. It is all right. 
28 Collect $1.50 Ah Tom 

Tie Yuen Company 
Do~mieville 

Gum Sing 
sixty dollars. 

and woman arrested. 
10 ~Tords Pd. 

i'levadn, Cal., 
August 3, 1874, 1 P.ll. 

Here tomorro". Send 
Fook Sing 



Tie Yuea. Co 
Do,rnievl11e 

Hevada, Cal . , 
August 4, 1814, 6 : 45 P.M. 

Nan and woman in custody. 
5 Pd. E Barry 

. -- ,_...... .' .-~- .. ' ., -
J 

Fook Sing 
Care Wing Vo Ching 
Wadsworth, Bevada 

Downieville , Cal. , 
August 5, 1874 

Ah Tom write me Gan Que is at Auburn, 
catch her go right away. Answer. 

You want 

17 words Pd. $100 

. ... _-) ...... , ,. 
.' 

Tie Yuen 

-~ . -- -­.- , -

Tie Yuen 

Wadsworth , Nevada 
Allgust 6, 1874, 11:10 A. !I. 

I need two hundred dollars for expense. You send money 
to me and I will return it to you. 
19 Pd. Fook Sing 

Fook Sing 
Vadsworht, Devada 

) \ . - .. ) 

Downieville, Cal., 
August 6, 1874 

Come over here quick and I will see if I can let you have 
the money or not answer. 
19 words Pd. $1 . 00 

I Yum 

.J 
Tie Yuen 

Hevada, Cal., 
August 1, 1814, 11:40 A. M. 

Barry, the voman and myself start for Downieville right 
auay. 
10 Collect not charged Fook Sing 

i 
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------.-



SIERRA ~C~O~UN~JT~Y~~ISTORIC AL SOC IETY ~_.~_S _A_ND __ I_NF_ORMATION 

Tbe Spring meeting of the His torical Society was held Mar, 19ft '74. 
in Downieville, Ca, at the home of members Mr. and Mrs. Mac 
McDermid. After the us ual delicious lunch, enjoyed by about 
twenty eight people, the business meeting was held. Hary Hope, 
Secretary. read the minutes of the last meeting and read corres­
oondence. 
~resident Bill reported on his vibi. to the Board of Supervisors. 
The Sierra County Board of Supervisors aopointed the Historical 
Society to be the Historica l Inventory Committee for Sierra County. 
President Bill then reported on the plans of the Historical 
Society should Proposition I pass in the June primary.l The 
Historical Society will work to finalize its "Huseum Chain" plan 
for Sierra County. This plans calls for a museum in Alleghany, 
in Sierra City and in Loyalton. Problems of obtaining land and/or 
buildings in Sierra City and Alleghany ,.Jere discussed. Our June 
meeting will be in Alleghany, a t which time the Society members 
will visit one of the proposed bUildings for a museum in Alleghany. 
You will be notified by Darlene of the date and time of the next 
meeting, Two possible locati ons for a museum exist in Sierra City. 
By the next meeting h'e v,i ll ascertain if these locations can be 
ourchased and for how much and if grant monies can be used for 
purchase. 
Mr. l,Hlliam E. Padgett, Park and Recreation SpeCialist, History 
Preservation Section of the State of California (office address 
is Box 2390, 1416 Ninth St . , Sacramento, Ca 95811) gave an ex­
cellent report and domonstr a tion in the Catholic Church~ He 
exolained to the Society members how the County inventory should 
be done, He explained how to fill out the forms that are nec­
essary for the state on each of the sites listed in the inventory. 
He then showad the Society colored slides of some of the sites 
already inventoried in other co~~t ies , These color - slides were 
an excellent help in dcxonstrating wha t s ites should be inventoried 
and how members were to complete the inventory forms; Mr. Padgett 
explained to the SQciety members the o~ganization of his office 
and how that office co ul d help Sierr;:; County in its work to 
perserve our rich Bnd colorfu l hist c~ ical heritage, 
Mr. Scholberg of the U,S . FOrQ3 t Service eXDlained that ~he 
Forest Service i8 anxi ous t:> coopera t e with-the His torical 
Society in makeing a hi8t orical inventory on Forest Service lands. 
Committees were Bppoint ed to work with Mr, Scholberg (in the 
eastern area of the county) and wi t h Mr . Castledini (in the 
western area of the cou~ty)_ 

N~t wishing to le ave ell the exce llent food that was left over 
from lunch, the m6~-:1::,e r 8 hTent back to the McDermid residence and 
enjoyed what amounted to a "o:lt.-·luck" dinner and t :'en all left 
for home. We .Jish to tb c: r:>; :lr . and M:'s . l"IcDe rmid for their 
excellent hospitality_ 

1. Prooosition I, as you all know, did pas s, so the Historical 
Society will be busy i n the next months. 

1-/ _________ 
I 
; 
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