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ThE HithErto Unpublished D~ery of 8 Downieville 
Miner i n the 1850's -- -

We BfB in bope th~t our readers BrE enjoyin~ the d i ary of a 
mine r who mined in the T'ownieville arEa in thE 1850' s. This diary , 
or at lEDSt thE part that hes survived , WAS written f r om April 12, 
1856 , to Msrch 2 , IB~9. We thank Mrs . Marian Lavezzola for making 
the dinry Available to thE SiErra County Ristoricel SOciEty . WE 
haVE triEd to kEEP as close as possible to the orir-inal in spelling, 
punctuDtion Dnd SEntence structure , end haVE only madE changEs whEn 
WE f elt thE originol would bE complEtEly confusin~ to thE reader. 

The diary continUE S on thE folloHing fiVE P8[!ES: 
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ThE Historical SociEty th snks thE following sponsors of our work: 

POP' S TRADING POST 
Al and Elsie Potter 
Jean OliVE r ~ 
SiErravillE, California 

" Bowlinr- ' s Groc er'l ond Furn i turE 
Loyalton , California 

ED G. I-JHITE MlD SONS 
GeregE ------Ford DEelEr 

Loyalton, California 
/"\ 

t 
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') 

LOt1BARDI MFRCANTILF 
for all your mErcantilE 
LOYDI ton , California 

-------- /\ 

""dO') 
--------- ------ / 

SnidEr 's AntiquEs 
Downieville , Californie 
Antiques --Bou~bt and Sold 
----_/\ 

JIM's GROCERY 
Groc EriES, U.S.G.A. Choicc 
MEats ---FrESh ProduCE 
Downieville , California 

---------- /, -----------
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it/RIGHT'S GARAGE 
I.J . Wright 
SierravillE, California -----., ------

Lambert - WhittakE r InsuranCE 
Loyalton, California 

/1 ____ _ 

PAT Aim JIIJi' S l<:MPOTlI UM 
Sportinr- Goods ---Clothing 

Loyalton , California 

--------" 
SiErra Cha l et MOtEl 

EugEnE snd BEtty GrEEnE 
Box 215 , SiErra City, Co 

Loyalton rharmacy 
E. J. Dnd Rob PEEler 

LOyDlton, California 

----------,.-.., 
CANYON RM,CH RESORT 

ArchiE and LaVErne Monico 
OPEN YBR AROUND!. 

Cabins --~rout Popd--2 mi. south 
of SiE rr avillE -- phonE - 994 - 3344 
------_/1 __ ----

DOINNUVILLE MOTOR INN 
Downieville , California 



Friday:lrch 27th 18 5 7 
:::eJ"m to rain in the niJht. W , S col c! in the norning-- some snow. 

Davis (. I went to tJ'.'In. '.;ot one nUllber of the "? 3c i fic" . ':Ie :::xlected 
thJt the tr i.31 of Juttes (for t:le nurd.cr of . lofFatt '.·Ihich ha))ened 3-
bout two ye~rs ~go) would be )rogress ing , Jut we were llistak~n in our 
cal cu13tions- -- The trial \v i 11 not co.ne off for s e veral days yet, i'~ I 
cvuld not learn which vlould begine. Came h.)ne ~lone . It ,.·13S rain ing 
~risk ly--- ne ny dinner & jus ied nyself t he jJl 3nce of the afternoone 
\·!ith :na.king a '< ind of box to ,Jut beef in so as to '<eejJ it away fro.1l 
the flies & still 3l10w the a i r to h3ve access t o it-- -did not quite 
f inish it fo r w3nt of t acks. 

las in Col. Taylor s Lavl Of f ice ' . S3VI a s .na ll book there, The 
Devi l s Pulpit, which I borrowed of hill . He said th3t I need not be 
particul a r about returning it-- - I do not know wh~t it means as I have 
not r ead it yet., ::;een r e ading the "Pacific" to the boys. It i s sti 11 
r=lining---

Saturday Eve :b rch 28 1857 
It h3s been r ai ni ng near 1 y al l day but '/Ie ';Ior !<ed in the forenoone 

not\,Ji thst ' ndi ng--- ias out a"lhi I e aft er di nner but JS \"e o nl y had a 
littl eilore to do to finish the Cut thor is the "looming off" ?3rt of 
i t E- a s it began to ra in h J rder til,m it d i d in the forenoone, I ca:ne 
up to the hou s e ~ built 3 fi re the re st soon fol l owed . Have rer ead a 
cou ,Jl e of le tters I r ecd f r oll hOile.)er l ']st T,a l i 1 fro:n Sisters ; '~ ary, 
Lizzi e & :,e a lic & :·Iarr i ," t. Read two cha pters in the book I bor
rO~led yesterday "D ev il s ?ul .Jit" 
:,:lve been baking br eads/bo ili n] beans & C, 
,<exl on Olrticle in the Feb r uJry .o. of )utncl'ns ionthfiy ~nt itled "The 
~ oston L)(iies ·~xce.')tion of !ashi n J to n" to \ndy' Jav i s- - -

Sunci'Jy ,;l rch 29th 135 7 
There were clouds showers in th e f.)ren.)one, . ut since t hen the 

clouds hJve ,JJs s ed ,T.lay, T:,e :' eavens J r e ou t in s,) l endor, inn' u ile rabl e 
sta rs J r e shining fro~ the ~yst ic cano,)yon ~i a h. 

) 'Jvis left :'O.ile J00ut ten oclock ;O ro to\'In, ,ndy, hJS s)ent t:le dJy 
r :'!Jc! i n0 nvid Co,))erfield i 31so :'Jve 3 li tt l e •. IJve \'Iritten t'dC letters 
---bri 2fones--- to sist ~ r ,lJry & Sister Lizzie" ;-1ea l i c & ,i3rriet. :'103(1 
a lit tle with 3 cou~le of ,'r2nchnen Juout J lot of ground in the river 
which 1 took off for flu ,il.;ling----

.'londay .' , rch 30th 195 7 
03v i s was up e ' rly . ~ h3c1 b reJkfJ st r e J dy soon af ter sunrise. fhen 

DJvis C3 ,',le frOil town l Clst ni )It he b r ou ht 'vorci Fro,n A&S.ua\"son to have 
""e go dO~1n t :, is ,not' nin g to see \'I:lether I \vould be sJtisfied 'Ni th a con
trJCt The iyo ',ling li nin g Co. \'Iere J00Ut illking to hove their Tunnel run 
through the .~o c k to the s r ave l, I stJrt ed right ,f ter breakfast-- ' rived 
in town ~uch too eJrly for any o f theil, f or none of tile co~~)ny were 
at hand \"hen I got t:,ere c- 'tlere not f or ~ore than tv'O hours 3ft 3r 'llard---

The great ev:n tL or amusement in town was the plan .n ich the road-
overseer took to Indever peopl e to work on the road b t D . , 
& Good fears Bar, h e got a band rIa & ' e ween ownl eVll le 
t hey could drink. . The ban d st;uc k g;f a pr omIse of all the liquor 
te~l what it was & those who int encie~ t s ,ome sort ?f music I could'nt 
apIece. Th ere were about sixt y th o _ ~ork car~led a pick & shovel 

, us armed andequlp)ed as theirdutyled 

-------------------- 3 ~ 



thor! l' ut I suspect that but littl e ', 'or!~ "oulci be done- - -. . ,. 
Left tm :n aLout El even o'clock . ':1;:2 11 I "ot hone [)aV1S "!JS "ettlll<: ullll1er ·· ·· .. 

"or::e:] in t :le afternoon. Very: hot Davis sick toni gi lt. '-'as up to seeiott il fe': 
minutQs,- --

TuesJav <arch 31st 18S7 .... -
T;,(' beautiful s !:y of "0s t2rday l 'as not to bc seen this morninn It l:as sI1O\'

c d \1(: Juri ng tile, fon~noone. "e benun Wor\; at an early hour. T:1C' forcnoon sce',lec! 
to be very 1011,). 'Ie struc:; tile bedrock , i found i t soft but not of the ri fJilt qua 1 ity 
te paypell. Don't ex;)cct to fle t {:lUC;; out of this cut ','cnt out to ','orl: after :;inller 
but as it Lu;an to rai n pretty soon ~. pretty r ap i dly \Ie concluded to f)uit for the 
di1Y rather tilan ~1(? t '.:et throu ~;: ; for ncthinr:. 

Davis :, I ', 'cd to to'.!n to attend t he trial of uuttes ':!Jici; \Ie unJerstanJ ' taS to 
i)cg in t;ds Dfternoonc. Traveled Jm'n there tl1rouc] h t,le rain :i t'.'hen \'G arrivc~ 
learned that ther e ":ou1d D" no trial to day il t all as his (' ·uttes) ~ttorney Col. 
Daker n 1 cad a der:cnor. I be h-iv(' it is ca 11 cd on account of a n a\1 or sOrle error in 
t i:e i'ilditci:lent .. - ,·T:le Judne ( .r. Searles) \!ill examine that :_ if it is correct t ile 
trial \:ill 1]0 on i: ,lmcdiatc:1 .l' ~, if it is incorrect ill' (the cri i\1in,,1) I·!i ll be Lrou,: ht 
b~for~ the 0r and jury next ' onda" £, ~ nc'" inditenent I'!ade ".'ilen his trial '::i11 il ro
ceed fortlll liti,--

Uici not stop lonr: in tOI ~n r ~ ineJ !lardcr t:lan Qver '.!lien '.:e ':!ere r e turninc;. 
Found tilo door 10cl;ed , ;\nd~' ai'sent:. th2 fir e out. 

lt is nov afterdark " still raininn. Til(' river lIil 1 be ili rr il "," roorninro I Fxpect. 

" Ctill(:s lfa v /',nril 1st l GS 7- - .. .. ___ :.! __ • .L....:-. ____ _ . _ __ _ _ 

i.nothor beautiful ,j~:, It was very \' as very ' !ilm. :)avio C. ! ~olston , the milll of 
', ':: om ! purc iFl sed tili s p1 ace , came up from to"n in the forenoonf' to see us. liE left 
I"lien 1'2 l'lcnt out to vor l: agai n in th2 afternoone. I !Ient:;rene':'oc the noti ces on the 
clains I have in trle riv'2r The one is tile !'a1anc0 of t he orounc.l I had flumed last but 
faile ti to ','or!: it. I also , 'ent ur t~e riVC::f to cl a i r;s taken up by Uncle Stephen :l 
;, .S. ilaveson ,; his ':!ife- .. -

,'J;out mi dd le of Qfterncone encl ::: St ephen ',:as "'oin!' up for the purpose of rene' J" 
in,) his notices. I:c: came dO'.tn to the difJninns "hen ~ " e I'ere at 1'!Ork. He inf,··rmed us 
that t he mail hac: crli'ived from the ",tlantic States. Upon t his iJiformation Davis l'laS 
Glsily ;' ersuacied to '] 0 JO',lnC to tm'.'Il C, Cl ot <lny 1 etters that there cli(1ilt be for either 
;d [', or ide. i ,(: returned about dar k: 'iti; t~ " o: one for himseH ,', the other for ne 
I'hi.ch r found to bo fro:c . r . ,:il l patinckt:' of rhila , "110 rla rri ed rw aunt Rhodae .... from 
t:nt letter I learn that ",unt nadsone is marri ed to a :r . Jcnnin'1's ".' flom I have never 
s1?en - .. DJvis also brought Our ' Pacific for ue a ['art of \'Ihi ch I !lave read to the 
boys--It is fillet! or nearly filled as usual \dth r cli oious I~la tter .. - ·' 

Thurs"ay j\pril.2 Ill: 1857.- .. -
Have bee:l l'lor!dn" hard all day . I;,'lt! il "reat many rock to move. T:le cut is small 

most too small for thr 'C e Lie n to "ork in ; ,I". Lonn an 01 cI fl"i em; of ,1avi s ! 'ho has been 
livin'1 in Forest City f.or the last t: :o r" ontils came out to see us t~day. Le is stop .. 
pin" wi th us toni nht ,- .. 

Lave beer. readin,) "Fabius .axinus " finisil cd it since su r. n" ·' also read the . ,", .... r .... . iave 
parall el of Pericles ::, ' Fabius :axhus " 

Friday !Ipril 3rd 1857 .. --
r. Lone: left no-soon after ;'rea!;fast. !Ie didnot succeed in netti/J(/ bE Cut 

all cleaned up toda)' . I drifted about six feet in our si de tout found tile bedroc~ 
;Iard sl;lOoth 1'1 thout any 001 ci. " f' I " ~ , .. ne 0 " ,;nGY's acqua1ntilnce is stayinn '·lith LIS tonir;'lt 



imdy ,; David did talk bf noinn to Forest Cit.\! TOElOrm l ,:. I \'!anted to ')0 to Eureka 
but noll (c,ndy does nto seen inclineu to "0. I Expect \,'e t'il l \"or!'.- -'-

Satur~ Eve ['11ril Ii, til 1857- .. .. 
---7\11 of us left liome. {Indy ~ rJ;) vis started for Forest City :\ ';avine I to 
Eurel:a. I arrived in Eurekct aLolit noon- .. .. The' 'ill kin" \ 'as ~ ood for the preater part 
of the tii s'i;anre r,iJout rur".~', a there is a n,reilt deal of snb\ '"" " 

Sunday Eve " pril 5 1(}5 7- -- , 
Stiles Judson I'ith \iiloL: I staye;,l lJst n; r' ht spreild his [, laAI,:ets on the floor , \·!licre 

he i', I slept very comfortably thoun.11 t ile ninht liaS coi ,i. 1 took breakfast \'ith Judson 
: Sears !lis partner :. dinnel" I'itil "hitinf1 Fe llo·,'s . lie tall'.s of CJoin~ ilol'1e t hiS sum .. 
mer .. .. -

I left Eure ka about tlJO o'clocl: in tile aftel"noone :, l"eaCl, ed 80\/nieve11e aiJout 
llilfafter four. f\rriv cd at home abou t sunset .. .. , 

.. onday Ev e ,pril Gth 1857 .. - -
t!eatil,"r very warn. River ili ql \l;:r t har; it has been in many dtlys & still risinq .... -

Davis left early in the PlOrning f or Forest Cit.v " -' .. Bro~'1n \,'orked in his pluce today ,- "
Gassett caLle dOlm in tile forenoone [, stayed unt il after dinner. lie iJrollc; ht the last 
number of Putnan's " an . i, IJorrol!ed an ol 'ri no , of the Ed inburgh Revie\! & tile 2nd Vol. 
of ,acanlay 's history of En~ li\nd , - .. !'ave heen to to\"n since supper- - -

Tuesday t .r ril 7th 1::; S7- .. .. 
jilrOlm left no early in the 1'1ornin9 . i),lVis \.'orked in the drift \.'hich CrOl'In started 

yesterday. River is r i sinn rapi dlv . It is C' r eat benifit to ne for the rise ',:ill Sl'leep 
the tail in'ls il" ilY \!;lic: l :Iave troubl ed us so 1011(1 ",, -

Davi s ' brother James .. .. - [, hi s partner r. Co:.:r t on are s tayi 110 \'!i th us to ni Qht . 
They are on their \"ay to the :;uUes to \'Iilti!p saw they sil'.';ed there last year ~; flot si x 
dollars per da,'! :: Loard ", expect to qe t t !le same t ili s year - .... 

;:ecJnesdl!L /',;rjlJj le57-- ·~ 
Guit the tunnel. Comr.tencel: ' Iork at tile 101'.'er end of the f lat's little above t he 

llOuse---Fixed our boxes moved t he derrick :, ,'ashed or lool~ed off some- --
Readi n9 the ,arch ::0. of Putna" " s : 'onti11y , ag . 

Ti:ursday [\pril 9th 1857-- .. 
"cather very ! :ot ~, river hin,h,- .. -snOl .' is fast ciisappearinn, -- .. There is a little to 

. c seen on top pf the mountili n \!hich is di stunt about and mi le from flur hOllse. 
" e are 10onin0 off - --have a <)reat many bo uLiers t o move . 'Ie \Jere all thoroughly 

t/et ~"!ilen ~!e calllC in··-- -·· 

-------~[.....----

, ___ .. __ /I ~ F / 1': ---__ ,,/: 
_. -- --........... , 

------'--_ .. - -



Prid~y ~rril 10, 1.57 

I co ., . t1:.' 2S ti1in' ~ i:~t2 t I ·,i.- ht do bett~r t han to 
Hork so ha rd every day . lly great idea has been to get an education but I am getting so 
old nO\·, & fee l so unl i ke appl ying my mind to anything that i s laborious that I rather 
Exoec t that my book Education I·,ill never be any better than it is already & it is poor 
en;ugh heaven knoHs- - - I aM thinking of horne nearly all of the time, I dream of home 
nearly every night---last night I dreamed of seeing my old flal!\e that "as Hiss P. Hc'H. 
I believe that my acquaintance I,ith her forms the happiest part of my life. It is 
near l y seven years s i nce I sal·' her, I Has thinking to day that if I could raise money 
enough by next "inter I I',ould go home & go to s c hool three or fo ur years to offset my 
Ha rki ng here so long--- \"e have done a good deal of I'Jork to day, I feel tiered & I Ex
pect the rest doalso---

Saturday Eve Apr i l 11th 1857- --

Qui t Hork about four o e l' k P. )'1. after an early supper Andy, & I <Nent to tOl·m . 

Took them picks ~'ith us to get sha rpened, "'hen .,e arrived in tmme SaVl some people 
r"ar ching around after a flag & some l<ind of music. From the appearance of sOl!\e of the 
party & judged that they were pretty drunke. nearly all of the lalqers Here called out 
t o make speeches. I heard several of theJ'l & according to mynothion they t1erepretty 
good----

Sunday Eve ,~.pril 12th 1857---

The sun was looking ove r the h i lls ",hen I got out of bed, I have felt the heat 
more than usual . Prate a letter f or Davis I-lhich I addressed t o his llepheH in this 
state--- Davis left for to"n soon after breakfast, I ,.,rote a letter for Andy, to his 
parents in Ireland filled four pages, he seemed to be r:mch pleased I·,ith it, much more 
so than I Has---

Read several chapters in "Nicholas l! ickleby" Have been to tol-m in afternoone. 
Had.a chat ",i th Uncle Stephen Dadsone- - - Came home before sunset-- -

Monday April 13th 1857---

Andy, stopped at Hiott's Grocery nearly all night in company he said I·,ith four 
others engaged in playing cardsfor liquor. Andy, must have drank agooddeal of liquo r 
for he was too sick to "ark to day. lIe like agreat many others in the same situatio n 
declares that he will not go there again to drink their bad liquor, ,·,hich no doubtedly 
is poisone. 

Davis & I kept 
off of the bedrock, 

at Nork , ~'le finished looming off the Cut, 
It is high & hard. Sal" ali ttle fi ne gold 

Tuesday April l~ 1857---

rBve the dust nearly all 
sticking on the surface. 

Andy, "as up before me I got up quickly & got the breakfast, Fra te a letter for 
Baruch Prido in ans,.er to one he had just recd from his Father, FIe stopped with u s 

until after dinner ., promisee'! to return from tOlm to niryht but has not arrived 
Have just finished a letter for Davis It is to his Idfe 

!'Jednesday IIpril 15 1857- --

Th or" "'as thunder yesterda y so tha t tlJe 
air- !-laS c' 1 on er or rather 

----



air in motion for DO it seemed to me when I "JaS at ,.ork--- At noon '<rote a brief letter 
to Sister lIannah---

Davis \<ent to tmm--- in the afternoon & took his letter & mine to the P.O. --
Have been reading an article in the last Ha.rper on Samuel Johnson by L B r'lacaulay 

It is very interesting, being of that kind of lituration Hhich most delights me--
Thursday Eve April 16 1857---

Finished cleaning up. I enjoyed the greater part of the incutting bedroke for the 
sluice boxes to set inc. A young man came along "lith !!e"lspapers in the afternoon. \"1e 
bought the N. Y. !lerald. & N.O. Delta, The ne"IS man reported that the mail Hasin tm.me , 
so Davis started off hoping to get a letter. I >lashed out the riffles---Andy got sup
per, Davis has returned l-1ithout anyletter for himself or me. Have been reading the pa
per to them 
Friday April 17 1857- --

Got the sluices & moved the Derrick in the forenoon. Have began to pick & cave 
the bank but soon found that l-1e had too little lVater to carry off the sand & gravel ra
pidly-- - Andy & I \-lent up the Ditch to clean it out, I.e sa" that a great deal of rub
bish consisting of boulders gravel & c had been thro.m over & on the flume & soon had 
found their "JaS in to the fluro & stopped a large portion of the ,.ater, 

Hoisted dmme boulders out l-1ith the Derrick but that Horks poory it is about the 
hardest work t-Ie have to do-- -

This Flat has got to be verYHarm, there is but little ,.ind & I think it is .much 
hoter than any other place around here---

Finished reClding "Alcibiades" in Plutarchs Lives. 
saturday April 18th 1857 

I'Jere busily engaged Hith looming, the bank is high ab0utSixteen feet & He are 
stripping it ne::u::ly to the bedrock. There are so many boulders that most of the time 
is required to h0ist th"'!m out of the '·lay. l"1e were all thoroughly '-let through & pretty 
tired .,hen night ca'1\e since supper Andy & I have been to toem. Sold our dust & paid 
our bills. I sa", Uncle Stephen & had quite a chat ,·lith him---came homelate. 
Sunday April 19th 1857 

The sun"lashigh "hen I got up- --Davis left for tm-m soon after breakfast I busied 
myself during the f o renoon" "lith "lashing dishes & coo):ing I< c 

Uncle Stephen Dodsone& a partner of his came up before noon, they took dinner ,·!ith 
us & '-lere here " " 'Je::a l hours, They located some clams for niningon the other side of 
the river, Have b c:on r eading Harpers Hagazine--- "Oliver Goldsmith" & "Morettes" (?) 
Washed a fe"l clothes---Ha d no rest to day---Sunday never is a day of rest to me--
Monday Eve April 20 1857 

Have ,rorked very h"-rd & feel very tired, all of us Here "et through long before 
quitting time The l.<l:tt9r fulls ove r t h e bank under Hhich He are ,olorking---He \<1ould 
freeze the \"later is so cold Here it not f o r the "larm sun .,hich makes it pleasant enough 
Tuesday .' :~'!e Ap:,;. '_ 21~·t lU57 ---

Has so mue:, worn ouf: yester da y that I couldnot rest in b e d & woke this morning 
nearly as tired a s \.;1: '=- :1 I laid dO\,ln---

Uncle Steph::n Do:1.::on cc-ne up in the forenoone. He located some ground for mining 
purposes on the side of t he river opposite to Stove Ripe Flat a fe\of days since & has 
since tried to or~i"" ni3" ::: c o:npany to go in "lith him & Hork the ground. He failedto get 
a company---II" t oOl)' di:-nc:: \"lith us. I prof'- sed to hm to buy in here & mentioned it to 
the other boys r.:"\y. "D".,;.s. After SOme conSUltation a bargaine ,.as made to sell hi.TYt 
our fourth intcrc::; :;. in. the mining ground one The Flat l'Iith the tools & c appertaining 
to th",t ~nterest---Le 10 to p ily seve nty f1ve Dollars---one half dDlm £, the other half 
t>.Then ~t c~m~S'oGt .. - Ii'? .1.0ft SOQn after noon and {·!ill be u t . 

f'.1e f1.n1.shed loc~ ;·"").-Y r..- . ":' th t P omorrOtl. ", .. _--" , .,, --- e cu He ha ve bee d' 
begin to clean up t omo':rOl'I, n engage 'nth for four days no\_e "ill 



SUPPORT THE GENEqOUS SPONSORS OF THF SIERRA CQUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOC IFTY 

FORREST S. NCl'L4HAN 
LicEnSEd - Insured - BondEd 
GEneval Contractor 
PhonE - 289 - 3444 Box 67 

Sierra Cit~,Californie 

------- ~ -----
Herrington's Sierra PinES 

SiErra City, Ca 
DELUXE Motel --Trout Pond 

---- ,.-"1 

SIERRA HARDWARE - _.-
Thomas 1tl. Vilas 
DowniEville, Calif. 

- -_.-r1 

HARRIS' '49cr G'10CERY 
Quality Foods 
Downieville, California 

---~. /I ----

\ 

YUBA RIVER INN 
CompY-ete Mountarn-R€sort 
Nr. and Mrs. HEnr~ Tschopp 

Sierra Cit~, California 

- - - - -- /) 

Sierra Country Store 
Groceries --Neats--Hardware 
Sundries, Magazines, Books 

Launder ette 
Sierra City, California 

FOR~S RFSTAURANT AND 
COCI\TAIL LOUNGE 

Jim Bnd Gloria Dick 
DowniEvillE, California 

------- /"' ------
SNIDERS RESORT MOTEL 

Downieville, California 
Swimmin~ Pool and Gifts 
We~ne arid Shirle~ Snider 

- ------ /""> 

SIERRA BUTTFS INN BUCKHORN LODGE AND LIQUOR 
Your incomparable host and Hiway 49- -Sierra City, Calif. 
hostess in thE Sierras- SportsmEn Headquerters--Info. 
Doc and EdiE NEgUS Center for Sierra Co. Bob ano 
Excellent food--lodging Fr an GingErJ'--Gar~ and Carol 
Sierra City, C81ifornio Webster 

~ ~--------------
LOYALTON HOTEL--The hotel for CALICO EMPORIUM 
011 geasons --accomodDtions Antiques ----Gifts 
by thE nitE; WEEk, or month. , Sierra City, Calif. 
Beef - -BEer - -Burbon Room 

Lo~alton, California 
/""' 

---------,--., 

We r emind our rEaders that the staff of the quartErly ~OES not 
verify the accuracy of articles printEd. Should any readErs 
notiCE incorrect information, contact us so that corrections 
can be made. We are interested in any type of article dealing 
with thE history of SiErra County . Please feel free to submit 
an~ articles for publication. Past copies of our publication 
may be purchaSEd from Mrs. Jeane McMahan, Sierra City, California. 
You may renew your membErship in thE Sierra County Historical 
SOCiety hy send ~our membership fEE, ~5.oo, to Mrs. Jeane McMahen, 
Sierre City; California. Membership fEES are tax dEductable, and 
you receive our publications os part of your mEmbership. 

----~ -8 



"CALIFORNIA CHINESE CHATTER" 

Edit or's Note 
The following article is taken fr om a b ook by Albert Dressler . 
The _ ook is a cnll ect ion of tel~gr8ms sent t o end by toe 
Chin e se miners of Downieville in 1874'. os well os the account 
of a trail of on E Ah J oke . Ou r art i cle shall only conc ern it
self with th e t ele g r ams . We q uo t e Mr . Dr essl er's foreword to 

his Hork: ~ A--:£----
"To the reade r t he c onten ts of this book may at times appeor 

comical. It is ~ o t my pu rpOSE t o lampoon, and I Hish to state, 
her e , my attitude t OHs ro th e Chinese . I hav e high regard f or 
the CelEstial Brethren , end I am r eody a t all times t o accord 
them the r~spect I c onsi de r dUE th em , b ec sus E of their achieve
mEnts, and most eDciEnt lineo r.€ . 

" The hc a t of t hc tropicsl sun shin e s dOHn , 
Wh a t metter the skin b e black or whit e ; 
For Hhi t E, or yelloH , or bl ack or b r o\olD 
Are equal , at last, in the Ma st er's sight ." 

To thos e interest ed in thE hi st or~ of the Stste of California , 
and to those inc linEd t owo rd t he humorous , it is not amiss to 
cell att Ention on CE agai n t o th E adage, "Tr uth is str ange r than 
fiction." ThE truth herEin c on ta inEd is repr esen t Ed by 120 
tel egrams, Exchanged among th e Chinese , to and fr om DOHni Evil le,. 
Sierra County, California , in thE y ea r 1 874. It providES thE 
rE ader with (I he r etofo r e unnoted aspe c t of California ' s Melting 
Pot . It off Ers 8 glimpse into th r r Ealism of hEr r omanc e , as 
yet unknoHn saVE to (I locsl f eH, and r ising solely on its OHn 
merit it proclaims thE atomic part of t ha t Entity to wh i ch it 
'It t longs • 

TELFGRAHS EXCl-fANGFf., BY 'rF" CHINESE TO l;ND 
Dm:NIEVILLF , SIFRRA COUNTY, C.~,LIPORNIA , D1JRING 
YEAR 1874. 

Quong 1;[0 & Co 

Ma rysv illE " Ca 
Ma r ch I , 1874, l OA . M. 

I no saby you, no can pay man, you SEnd mon ey 
I pay. 
13 Colle ct 75c Quong Ring Lung 

(;uong Chung Shing & Co Down i Evi.lle, .Cal ., 
724 Com'cl St.> San Francisco Me rco 3, 1874 

Git WO o I want ~ou pay you r c ou sin Ah Hoe y EX 
penses to c ome Downieville suick at t End t o claim . 
Am afraid th e rE will b e bi g fight. Ans wer. 

Fong Sing 
28 words Pd. ~r 1. 7.5 Kim Bay() 

FROM 
THE 

/~ 
I 

./;;7 

--



Rop W. Downieville, Cal., 
March 3, 1874 Ca r e Kone You & Co 

728 Cem'el St., San Francisc~ 
Chinamen can't compromisE about claim. 

get fighting. Send man up quick today. 
Afraid they 

Com today 
Tong ,,10 sure. 

Answer 
20 words Pd. 

Gong Sing 
Ah Ro ey not here. Rop 

mpany send mEn tonight. 
Ie CollEct $1.24 

Fong Sing 
Ah Roey gone Virginia 

Stop no figh t s. 
12 Colle ct $1. to 

Ah Chu 
Stockton 

Tie YUEn 

San Francisco, Cal., 
March 3, 1674, 11:40 A. M. 

WO Company And Nin Yung Co
You no f Ee l bad. 

ruone ChungSbing & Co 

\\ 

Sen Francisco , Cal., 
March b. 1074, 3:30 P. M. 

City. Two go u~ yesterd8Y. 

Quong Chung Shing & Ceo 
\\ 

DownievillE} Cal" 
March 4, 1874 

Trou)le ahout mining claims. I own e shar E end 
the company want you c ome , I want you comE" Ans 

all 
yea 

or no. Fang Sing 
27 words Pd. $3.0n Ah Jake 

\1 
St ockton, t:.a1. , 

Ah Jake March 4, 1874, 8:50 A. M. 
Partner gone San Francisco. I care husiness. Ne 

timE come , Send letter , see what I do 
15 Collect Ah ChEe 

Ah Jake 
Very busy haVE 

10 Collect $1 . 00 

Fang Sing 

\\ 

Stockton, Cal, 
March 4, 1074, 7:n4 P. M. 

no got time . What is your lawsuit? 
Ah CheE 

Stockton,Ca11f" 
March 5, 187b, 7:25 P. M. 

I can't come now. Put your suit off. I try comE 
s oon . 
14 CollEct 

,-,/I_--~ 10 
Ah ChEE 

)\ -----------
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Fong Sing &: Kim Bayn 
I don't saby lawsuit 

IY telegraph. Answer 
14 COllEct 75c 

Virginia, Nevada 
MA rch 5, 1~74, 9 P.M. 

for me to come. Send Expense 
Ah Hoey 

Ab ChCE 
Stwkton, Cal 

/\... 
7; 

DowniEvillE, Cal., 
March 6, 1~74 

I will put tb E lawsuit off until 
you comE up sure. Answer quick. 
16 Words Pd. $2.00 

nExt Monday. Will 

Ah JakE 

Ah Hug 
I have no got timE 

5 Collect $ 1.00 

Elko, NEvaela 
~, 1574, 9:20 A. M. 

Ge E Lee 

h 
// Stockt on, Cel., 

Ah Jake 
My partner comE back, 

can't comE. 

March 6, l87q, 10:30 A.M. 
comE; if hE no comE back I 

13 COllEct ~ 1.50 Ah Chee 

1\ 

Ah Jake 
Do not tElegraph 

10 Collect $1.50 

Stockton, Cal., 
March 6, 1874, 12:07P.M. 

mE no morE. I comE soon me can. 

Hi Wo 
Ma r ysvillE 

Tell Six Company men to 
lawsuit c~menC E S today. 

23 words Pel. t1.25 

G. G. Glough 
Camptonvill e , carE Jones 

I would like to haVE you 
eaSE. No work. FEE Fifty 
16 words Pd. 45c 

h 
J I "" 

Ah Chee 

~owniEvillE, Cel., 
March 7. 1J>?4 

comE ~uick. Fong Sing's 
Answer ~uick tonight. 

A 

Ty YUEn II:'CII. 
Quong Wo II: Co. 
Hong Wo & Co 

DowniEville, Cel. 
March 6, 187Ll 

asstst Vanclief in China 
dollars. Answer 

Ah Jake 

II 

oJ-
/..-

L~ 
o 

-~ I 
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u 

/1 

0/ 
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Ah J a ke 
If no 

9 PD 

MA rc h 
d Elay all ri~ht will be 

Camptonville, Cal., 
7, 1874 , 7:25 P. M. 
therE tom or r ow. 

Yuen Lung 
St ockt on , Cel 

c: 

Has Ah ChEE st a rt e d 
him start right sway. 
14 Pd. $ 1.50 . 

c 

G G Glough 

DowniEvillE , Ca l., 
March 10, 1874 

for DowniEvillE. If not, tEll 
Answer 

Ii h JakE 

S tockton, Ce l. 
Ah JakE 

Hav E your suit put 
yet. WhEn He comE I 
17 Collect $ 2.00 

Ma rch 10, 1874, 5:15 P.M. 
off. My portner not come back 
t EIEg r oph . 

.:-
Ah ChE€' 

? 

Vi r ginia , Nevada 
Fon g Sing Mar ch 12, 1874 , 5:50 P.M. 

Sh HOEy ~o Virginia four days ogo for DowniEville. 
If he no come t o Downieville send t o San Frenc1sco 
for him. 
21 CollEct $1.25 Sam Sing 

=::> 
DowniEvillE , Cal. , 

Hop Sing 
Campt on v illE 

Did Ah Hocy ge t i n your place 
If s o tell him to come ri ght up 
20 words Pd. SOc 

Mar ch 12 , H174 

tonight by s ta ge • 
quick. AnswEr. 

Fong Sing 

J" mill1 e v i lIE, Cal., 
M8;-ch 13, 1874 

II /- ..-l-
17 ) c...7 
---

u/ 1.-' /, 
..J- I 

0 1 j,1 --
( , 
~. f..;) Ge E Le e 

Elko, Nevada 
Tell Mow Sing to come Downieville . I in trouhle 

have 8 hi g lawsuit on my hands. If he will comE I 
will send him money to pay all of his expEnsEs. 

-)1 ~ 

" 
AnSWEr quick. 
30 words Pd. t3.50 Gong Ahug 

Tong Ah Hing 
He can't come 

8 Prl. 

Elk o , Nevada 
Ma rch 13, 1874 

got business to attend t o 
GEe Lee 



Ah JakE 
Start tomorrow 

9 Collect $1.00 

stockton, Cal., 
Ma rch 14, Hl74 

JOU want mE come up. AnswEr quick, 
Ah Chee 

FanE' S in" StOrE 
Tell Ah Gek that Chu CheE 

and Downieville t omorr ow . 
13 Collect 

Sacramento, CRI., 
Msrch 16, 16('4 

will be Marysville tod8y 

Chu Chee 

~-------------------

Fong Wo 
\oIhy don! t Yu \.[0 Ah Ching 

hE here. Answer quick. 
15 Pd . 35 

Tsi Yu('n 
Don't sell your opium. 

4 Pd. 65 

Fong Wo & Co 
'pium too dear 

3 pd 

North San Juan, Cal., 
:-larch 21, Hl74 

come back. When will be 

Quong Ta i Jan 

San Francisco, Cal., 
Ma rch 25, 1874 

Kong Yuen Chong 

San Francisco, Cal., 
March 25, 1R7-4 

Yu Ivo & Co 

Quang Wo & Co 
Opi um up to onE 

down some money. 
l~ COllEct 

San Franci3co, Cal., 
Ma rch 26, 1874 

hundred and sixty dollars. Send 
We bought some eef ore 

YEn Mow 
Nevada, Cal. 

Wuong 1.10 Lung 

Downieville, Cal., 
l'larch 26, 1874 

CaSE all settled Expense so much haVE no monEy to 
send . GEt monEY from some onE Else to go San Fran 
cisco. 
20 words Pd ~1.00 Quong Wo &: Co . 

Yu Wo &: Co 
DownievillE, Cal ., 

MR rch 2il , 1B74 

H' 

)) 

II 

)) 
J/ 

} I 

.--it 

J' /7 

/" , 
/, 
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, 

717 Dupont st., San Francisco 
What the price of opium . Answe r 

6 words Pd. 75c Gong Wo & Co. 
~ 

THIS ARTICLE WILL BE CONTINUED IN OUR JUNE BULLETIN 



---_ . . --

--- I MPO'lTA!l T H FORM..ATION 

Information on Ca lifornia Proposition #1-,_ and information on 
t entative plans of the Sierra Count1 Historical Society . 

~\ \ 

The cit i zens of Ca l ifornia will vote on Proposition #1. which 
will . e on thE JunE, 1974 prima ry bollot . This proposition will 
r ai SE sevEral millions of dollars to b E spent in California for 
SEVEral prOjEcts, amon~ which is h~storicnl preservation ond 
histori c al r Estoration . SiErr8 Coun t y's share of these monics, 
should the bond issue pass, will be $200,000 . This money is to 
b e shared by the cities within 8 county , and thE county. Both t h E 
cities and thE county must work together as an approval body 8S 
to where and how the money is to be sp en t . ThE money is to be 
sha r ed by the citiES and th E county. In Sierra County the r e i s 
only onE general law inc orporated city, Loyalton, so Loyalton and 
thE county will wo r k together on this project . The City of 
Loyalton will work with th e Historical Society on whotevEr plans 
the Historical Soc iety formulatES for a county wide pIon of 
histori c al preser vation and restoration. ~_ 

-------..,. .-.. 
ThE Histo r ical Society hos f ormulated tentative plans for a 
museum chain in Sierra County . ThESE plens cell fo r e mUSEum 
in Allegha ny , in SiErrs City snd in Loyalton . Work hes progrESSE d 
and st this point the Soc i ety is 8ttemptin~ to gEt prope r ty in 
Al legho ny for a mUSEum . Mr . LEe Withycomb has ~ eEn of grest he l_ 
in gEtting the site in Alleghany which vIe may bE a ble to pu r chaSE 
st 8 reosoneblE cost. ;Ie h ove not b Een so lucky in Sie r r8 City . 
The committee working in Sierra City h~s come up with two tenta 
t ive sitES , but both will cost a considErable amount of mon ey - -
money that the Society dOES not have st this time . A museum site 
i n Loyalton is no problem os th e S ociety owns two lots in Loy
alton, and thE Ci t y will dono t e 8 larger tract of land i n its 
Ci t y Park should th e Society wish it . Th Ere is confusion at 
t hi s point as t o how much of the grant CBn be used to purchase 
sites and how much must be USEd for construction of museums or 
pr e s er vation of Existing sites . ThE membe r s of the Soci Ety will 
want to review this carefully 8S t o whet amounts of the grant 
they feEl shOUld b e spEnt on purchase of sites Bnd how much on 
construction . 

Wha t eVE r finel plans ere formulated, th E approval of Proposition 
I can only help Sierra County restoYE an d maintain somE of its 
rich histo r ical heritage . We of the Historical Society ur ge you 
to do ev erything possi~lE t o help pess Proposition I in June~ 

Our first bulletin for thE 1974 SEsson will be publishEd in JunE 
t o k eep ou r mEm~E rs notified on what progre s s is hEing made with 
our mUSEum chain projEct . 

WE urgE you to vote yes on Proposition I . 


