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The Historl.c Unpublished ')iary of an Early Day DOl'!nieville "iner 

Part IV 

The Seirra Countv llistorical Societv brinns to its readers the 
fourth part of the Dairy of a ~iner of the 1850's. This dairv started 
in April 1856 nol'! continues into and through the year of 1857. "e are 
thankful to 'Ir. Lavezzola, Seirra County Treasurer for allowift~ us 
to print this hitherto un~u~lished diary. The Sociologv class of 
Loyalton High School has transcribed the dilry and tyoed. the stencils 
thus far. Mr. Harry ~. Klein is the teacher of this ciias. 

'Ionday Eve February 9t~ 1857 
j10rning uas verv frost',. I '·'as up by rreak 0 f dav hao hreakfast 

over bv sunr~se--~e did not gO out to ~orl: until about ten o'clock-
cleaned off some ground that pe had been grounaluicing--fixed a 
couple of old boxes & maMe one neat hox. placed them for shoveling in--· 
~ndy & I uas up to myoid digginns & got ten yards of hose---EXbect~d 
to have been ready to begin washinq today, b ut are not ready y~i, 

Tuesday February lOth 1857 

Was milder in the Moring then the day before--Did not go out to 
work immediatelY after brea~fast-- hegan ~1ashing ~ravel about ten o'cloc]:. 
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In the afternoone g:::,t. ::: .. :' .Jl"r Fe~e2 of h~se so that we could convey 
the water for \lashL:g frc,;,l 'ehe IJi teh tothe bo::es in the diggings 
without having itleC'.k through t11e g~'avel &loososlot, Did not 
succeedin doing ml,cll t:od;'Y-'-

A friend of Da vis' came o':e;' frem Forest. City. he is stopping 
here to night--

The weathe:!: has'" , en Cf '.d but plcaiJant for five days now but it 
is cloudy & threateLs sno.-7-- :·. ·x"d b2.ked a loafofbread, boiled a 
kettle of beans Hash::ci tile dishes [, table & r e ad several pageS" in 
"Decline & Fall"--

IVednesday February Ih:h 18:57 

Rained in the night-- has been showering all day- - Began \'lOrk 
about nine o. cl' k-- lie are \'iorlc::'ng ground \'Thich hasbeen drifted-
The olel drifts aLe <Je:,e~'"l l y filled Hi th boulders, The greater part 
of mulabour viaS to dj.:::ong:c,·" '~he::;cboulders & hoist them out with 
the derrick-- Davi :> <del i'.:1C1y. \·la:..:hca o ut & hadfive dollars--

It is raining h~.'~de:~ t.O "ight than it has at any time diving 
the day--

Theyoung man uheGcc?pc:1 \'/i th u s last night left soon after 
breakfast for Forest Ci ty_·· 

Finished r e;::di.,..:; tho 1 7ch Chap. of" Dc:cline & Fall" 

Thursday February 12th ISS7 

Continued to r'.in d u:r-ing the night, at daybreak it was part
ially clear & He ent·:, rc;:.incd hope s o f being able to I'lork-- It vIas 
about nine o. cl 'k ,·.'hen ,··co );.:;q2:Ili·/ork & ue quit (in consequence of 
rain) before noon-- 'i.'hir ·".lft _rn0011 it has rained almost ,·,i thout 
intermission. It has be ·::nL~O colder the rain is partly snOH--

George Schole C'lU.C"~ in the D.f':~:cn()on to ret\;lrn a book ,·,hich 
he borrowedof me 0. :Ce·· v:c:cok:, " i;~.::,-- He stc:yed & chatted about three 
hours--

The river is r: 'Ji :'g .. ·- . 

Friday Eve F8brutlJ:"Y J_ 3-;:~! 1(157 

Has been s torn"; ".g ,,1]. c1.D.Y··- !:n the mO::',1ing I called on Uncle 
Stephen- - lIe :. i v'·~' in il ~)':JY' ;"isC::'.;~le sb.:mty, the same in \-Thich I 
lived "lith him t,·,o Yi.,:r-S '.<]~"- 1:1", rain 1'1<-<: coming through several 
places in the :!:ooi-- E .... i. ~-; :-. lTI;}n of g J.sensc bl". t not very communi-
cative; is mos':: .:-'.1-,. ;:'~:- ::.c1 j'"l i~~ CC'11\n2rs2,tion- -- is firm & almost 
bigoted in hi::; cpi",::'::-,,~'·- ·· ";" 'cc,'·:e'10tv.}en goodfriends forsometimepast, 
Ne lived togethe r ,:, ~ >, lC_-:::'-I:-;:J~ ~ :;~ "J)_"!_r~ (~c'lliE<J~ , he trnsted to his 
memory in our p~Ci 'i"X;,'''.TY L,-_,:t.'--:' ~_-.::: ~ .~.!.i 2_ '~ I ::c:'?t. regular aCCQunts-- he 
Has disposed to)Y, I)': : ,·Cl:cCO 5.'.1 cn:c ~x .. ::i:le;::ent:s &accusedme of defraud
ing him, the dif f~:;:Cl:cc' 0 .'·:'·.'! c",.,~ ".) \·.'as only ~lboutfifty dollars, 
yetthat. ,vas suffic:.c.:·c :e· C::ll'.GC "·n alie nc..::ion )·,hich I suspect from 
his temper & habi':s .. ;j.e.:;, n<c'. G~· > co succeeded by a perfect reconcil
iation-- I have f.'f:d,_ i· .... ~",': -;~'~: 'cc him <'.s I::.!lOught because myposition 
as his mephe'l;'-l 2nd ::1f--::r.';_o:...~ ::--: yc.::i...~ ~-- b::;:t I think that if he chooses 
to decline the p:~"f:::crcd ~j.·:.L.1.:L·::y ~~ \:'i ll a::; k him no more--

I'lashed rr.::;shi:::::c & c··- c}.cc";).",d the DC'nt:rv & scoured a lot of tin 
buckets, cuttery & c-- "p~.".t f: let 0::: \'10001 in a n interval bet\~een 
showers while Davie; & ;'.::..:iy s".\·::;d D. cut o::f & afterwards Davis filed 
the saw. 



Saturday 14th February 1857---

The Storm continues--- Been in the houseall day--- Emp10yedpart ofthe fore
noon in reading the 21st Chap. of · 2nd Vol. o f "Decline & Fall", Davis was on a 
visit to an old cabin of his on the Biddle Fdrk; and since dinner he hasbeen out 
prospecting notwith--- standing the raine, he returned alittlebefore night and 
reported poorsuccess--- Andy has finished reading Peter Simple & began "Jacob 
Faithful" 

The storm has increasedsince darke--no hope of its abating yet--- have just 
concludedmypersal of the 22nd Chap-'-- of Decline & Fall" Solved a feltl problems 
in Oavises Arithmetic involving the principles of Fractions & the ration of num
bers---- Have baked a loaf ofbread since supper--- Shaved this afternoone, 

Sunday February 15th 1857---

Storms more violently than yesterday. The river began to rise about daybreak 
& is no" prettY"lell up, ['avis & I "'ere in to,me--- Each of us had a letter to 
rnail--- I bought a netlOpaper "Harper' s ~leekly Journal of Civilization" the 
first No. recd one number of the "Pacific" at the P .00 bought an arm chair for 
myo"n use in the cabin, also an oil cloth cover for my table--- I ''lOre a heavy 
coat to town but got verY"7et--- The river at Do,mieville "as high & riSing ra
pidly--- returned home about t"IO o. cl' k & have readtHopapers through since 
one chap--- in Gibbon besides getting supper 6< "ashing dishes---

Honday 16th February 1857---

Been storming all day--- SIlO" in the afternoon River hadfallen this morninq 
Andy. & I sawed off one Cut, Split & carried a lotof"lOOdto the housc--- Davis 

began to Cook this morning. he had heretofore managedtoJteep out of the business, 
but "e got him by considerable coarsing--- Read some in the forenoon--- solved a 
few Arithmetical problems since dark have written a letter to S.H.Taylor in 
anS\'1er to one reed from him about one \'1eekago----

Tuesday 17th February 1857 

Cleared off in the night after snoHing some tot'10 inches--- a hard frost 
had succeeded tothe stc:;;m before I sa,. the aspcctof things out of doors The day 
has been very fine. have worked about three fourths of the till\(!. have reachedthe 
bottom of the diggings but did not see much gold 0 

It is freezing hardagain to night. Davis has been in bed about an hour, 
Andy , is fascinated by the perusal of King ' s 0.,"--- I have been looking over 
Davis Arithmetic--- In the morning before going to \'Klrk read a chapter in Gibbona-

, 
t~ednesday Febru;:>.ry 18th 1857---

The sun >las hot in the forenoon &after dinner I almost melted .tithout vory
hardeither 

Saw Uncle Stephen going to to'1n 6<callcdto him & requested him to 
ters if any in the P.O. The NC\o/spaper man came along in the forenoon. 
one numberof "Harpers Neekly Journal of Civilization" and lIndy bought 
Uagazine for F.ebruary---

get mylet
I bought 

Harpers 

The sheriff came along in the afternoone "ith a subpoena for me 
andgive evidence inthc Contested Election Case. The Plaintiff sends 
poena this time I \'las dmm a fe," weeks ago for the defendant, mustbe 

to attend 
the soo
in to~1n 

• 



on friday of this "Ieek--The sun sho,·m very hot until about theee OClock 
when he was gradually observee by clouds and it began to rain abot sunset, 
no qo]_ ~ c f an7.CQ~~S~::~~ce to day--- Uncle Stephen returned from town 
abot dusk ~ brought a letter for me from my 'life and one for J. ) avis--

Thursday February 19th 1857-

It was stormng when I retired to bed last Eve, the sky was clear 
at sunrise the day has been fi,,~and beautiful. have done a good deal 
of work found more money ~ ~~~ we did yesterday, My clothes such.-as they 
are covered with soow to night---feel disgusted with myself and with all 
mining- - -

Friday February 20th 1657 -

Became cloudy during then night. Aas raining when we ate our break
r .t, we began work however in spite of the raine, I worked till nearly 
t~n o' clok;; then after washing,; dressi'ng mysllf in clean clothe~ started 
for )ownieville to appear before Eleven o.cl'k---- Mr. Bassett and two 
of his neighbors were going down at the 
same time they were all witnesses, I was not Examined till nearly night 
I was the last one that was Examined, we were down for the Planntiff 
1' •• S. ) ads on but I do not think thate he could be very well pleased with 
li • ., information dicited. Obllained one paper the "sacific" from the P.o",==-

Saturday February 21st 1857---

Examined the bed iock which was cleaned by the boy ,esteraay but 
found Doth*ng of any consequence on it, wheeled a lot of dirt that had 
been throwne out of a drift to the boxes ~ washed it, found about half 
an ounce of gold. w? ved the derrick in the afternoone so as to have it 
ready for our neAt cut. took out the boxes & then quit for the day. 
I wrote a notice to hold my upper river claim when I was mining in the 
Fall;; turned all of the water out of the flume. intend to take the lumber 
out SOOh'e, Jlndy---; I have sawed a .log off since supper. 

SUPPORT THE FOLLOIHNG SIERRA COUNTY BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE GENEROUSLY 
SUPPORTED THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY! 
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SNIDERS RESORT MOTEL 
Downi e v ill€,-~iforni a 

Swimming Pool and Gifts 
Wayne and Shirley Snid er 

HARRIS' '4ger GROCERY 
Quali ty Foods 

Downieville. California 

YUBA RIVER INN 
Complete Mountain Resort 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Tschopp 

Sierra City--California 
96125 



!-~tlnc"!a~l"'vc Fe!:.ruux y 22nc. 1357--

\'Then I a"!olce frmr a seunet slu!l1ter Anc1y & Davis t ooth ,"ere t~P & b 
ruilding a fire, It "'a s eiqht o.cl 'ck by the 'c "LJ'1.e l- reakfast was over 
Davis got hiMselJ : ready for h.'one anr1y said he \Voul(l reMain a ·t hOMe, I 
,"ent up to l1'ufl\1111 in the river to t 2'<e out the lunbe;:: . I first loosened 
the si<'1es I'lhich ",ere eidJhtee- inch !"-oards, took the n a ils out of theM 
& then carriei1 +.h""" ("'orne' brty in nUll'b er) to a b ank near the lower End 
and pilerl. the)~ up---}\_fter I hac1 finished that job, I 100senec1. the b ottorn 
boards (or ,·!hich there were four of the t "'e lve ineh l"7ic1e) each 
I, inc1 carr ier' the!" to the ave pile & lair thel", Ivi th the other's, I 
also took the ties off of the stringe rs & placer' ther heyong. the reach 
of hiqh "rater ,the ,",heel that Has at the upper rn!" iI Im·!erec1 into the 
,"ater r, roIlIer' it upon the aank-···There are :::;ixteen stringers yet rel1'ain
ina I'lith the 10l"lre ,·,heel & a fel" ·ties upon I'lhich the ph4!el rests . The 
strinaers too heavy for !"e to !"ov e I·;ithou"t assistance, I left the house 
'lDout eight o . cl 'ck 11 • • 1'1 . & returne e' afte r t,·,o o.cl ' k absent six hours 
rurincr IVhich I v'orke(l faithfully . Care hon;~ and ate a hei'rty dinner, 
"Iasher' a lot of spir ts, sha,-.,(l F, ha'c;her' F, then fas"tenec1 the huttons on 
a nel-' pair of C<'.:lVass pan"ts- - !'o n u t feel like rei'.clinC'f. !!an a small nail 
in the f Gra fincrer of JTly lef t h a nd. The n a il "!as olf> r, "las fast in a 
roarc1 it l:: roke & left ahnut a CTu ;'rter of a n inch of the sha.rp en(l in I"'y 
finCT e r- ·-D?_vis c irl n :j t re t.t.'!. rn f:r J'~ "LOh'n ti:!.. l it 1;18.S nearly clark f: then 
he carr-e a r out }:.;;1 1 f ir.::':- O)l ~ r-:;. ~·c ,l·--

?\ n /' y i s ou.r c .)ok ·t! ~ i s l;.re 2!J-:. ~f c ,.7:',3 u p 2nel haC!. !~ re~~fast reac1y 
r y s e v e !'} D.el ' ]:. 'Y.'he ~·12.;· th.::r he'S .... · (:; \.~n \'.' • .1r rn . ~'-:e have been 'dashing top 
eC'.rth ~ '7h .i_ cl; -C;'7e c .:-: ll nr c....·,lnc: :::.; l uici.:J0 o:t: lU0~in0 off. '!'h <:: !lode of operation 
as ne :" :L uS I C·'I.i! rescr i }:c it i :; a s iJllo~:rs---J'. l ,:c::-~l"e s tre:u~~ of "later is 
~a~e to run cv~~ t he t ~~ l : £ 0 ~~ - t th~ 2irt ~ill b e ea~ ily conveyed by 
the '·'.'ater in')"t -:':'l1e f:tr s·':. p::':e...::e .J:':0f pick:.i. nq t h '? l __ zl nk, t:a(lcrrE :'nf:T it so 
that a l e.":"q 8 c'n .)unt o f ~~ i::r... t ~ ~ .::re t.Q :[...:, 11 at Oi.·~se , th e:! \·7at::.:::- c _trries the 
o irt t:o t .h 2 b o: :(:s fl l c B.\i'c.3 L h e r ;:)c l:. To ~- e t.h r ,::Y;·,"n a-i; fc y J ... y t .!le han0. or 
hoi s t e c O "!1T f" /i 1 : ~" tl:~ 0 C~.: "::::: Ck _ _ · T'o..G ~.1 'J~~ us ""t>i2. :.C"e -,'l G'- [: ~ '.7h(~n ~:7. ': cr l1. it. v.Tork and 
I \ .... .:'. ::3 F::': : ' ~.::·~y nL! ,:~ ·.: J_ :7 - · ·.jY" nv : ~·t .. "''' cl ;' ( "' l c~t' GL' c:U.10. r ... ·L :..: :i n cr :;"r:.: h .. ).y· C' l o.bor 
tlnf": +- , ~ M r." -'"0 '" .~ ""; . " " . ' . "T"t ..- .~ :"I .' . ~ ~ . .... ·t ' I l... .• t... r - . I 

• . .1. .... . :10 • :- L ..:..... 1. . . ..::: .: . - " •. , _ __ -- - " _' _ .( .lrl~f v • .::;"I uc:y. !l:tve J I2S ~1 0 .... J ·:. ,:2 yea.rs 
very fl. ll :V- 1C · :~ :; ~L '..) !..; t ' l C' .i, t J ~r :.s :.1. ": ~ : ·y.sc l f , ':'ut i (:' ::" '3C ih~ ~' ".:h~l (. s chool as 

caustic '. L() ~'}(2 '::'''''' :~7 '; ' ~ ., J: :..31 }~·v l ;:,:,u ..) :L I C "u .:.r,ct. h or ..... c t.·::;' t.: u c c eCl' . have lteaiJ 
a ' 1:=,., P2.G'::s :~n L~ j. · ; :2 i'ch Cl '2.p €! G:Lt·ror.. Qi .:.:c sU]Jpe~- also rea0. apart of an 
article in F c'l.1:pc.::r:-,:.:: : [a0 :::\? ~.ne f o r navis f: J\.n(~y"· ·-

PC~3 1 (:!~ : 1 ::.; ·:: ,·:::: ,.l "i ~ ... 'l J.:hc (Ti: c:..).L. :!.· p .n : :' o f ':;he day 'cl tere ';o,7as sno",'I' in 
th.e oroun,.1 i ·,··.s h t:he :rrc :l i :·:v'" T.tJ"'.i c):-· ~c; ll (l\'·: :;:ii1.(T the nir'f h ·c. [: it Has sno~'!-
in(T"I;,he n ~'Je ·:1';:8 ou~ J.:-rc iJ.::l ~.:.;, s tc-· - n 3. rl n :)t "~, )l:k in th2 forenoon. I "'rote 
a lette r to ~~ "7ife- -

",)' 2 cL~u" s r'i s pens " ,l 2. li. t "lle i')-Qut n00n !' there SO!"8 hopes 



of its':! ' <"'lring off, ~,~,:" ":,,,,,,,..luded to ,'I':lrk-- but \>'e were ha.rdly out 
in the ,2 ig:;<in;J" ;; 2 1'<::,ra it bagan to rain harder than it had done 
before to day-- A fe,,, minutes sufficedfor me, & r fledto the house. 
r dislike to expose mYGelf unnecessarily to water, r think it pro
duces rhematism &brings on premature old age '''hich comes rapidly 
enough anYl'lay-- ]l.nsy & Davis stuck to it till n",arly night, they 
came in 'Y'ith their clothe::; drenched through-- r sat in the house & 
read the 28th Chap. of the "Decline & Fall" & in an interval between 
the shm'lers split and carried in a lot of wood-- The storm has in
creased since noone .. 

Have for a fe"1 days past been reviosing Davis Arithmatic, I am 
very dull in figures but have performed all of the Examples with 
the Exception of three in the Promiscuous Examples in the latter 
part of the work. r design to devote somlittl.e of my leisure time 
to Algebra which r began years ago ,never finished-- Have read the 
29th Chap & D , C. which relates the c a pture of Constantinople by 
Halorrect 2nd-

"lednecd.:.y Febry. 25th 1857-

Has been sr.,,~ ·~ 5.ag a ll day. A great deal of it melts as it falls-
it is n·::>t over six inc!!1es dGep-- Have been in the house all day-
Readthe 30th Ch.:.pter of "De cline & r:~ l l ". tIaving completed my review 
of Aritl:89tic y"':::t '~rday I began to payalittie attention to Algebra 
today. Took it up some years ago' advanced asiar as the Equations 
ofthefir.>tfdayrun, r commenced iltthe~fJg'.nning , hadcom:iderable 
difficulty in o7£:: ::;::>ming the first ,::;h.:;·,lest obstacles in the way of 
the learner, I am naturally dull , I o.m rendered worse by want of 
practice-- Read several shortstories to Davis , Andy from Harpers 
r4agazine, since supper h 'l\'e read to them the storu of "The Damel 
Driver" in the l'acha of Hary Tales by Marryott--

Thursd3.y Febry. 26th 1857-

Still storming-- contj.ntlcd to f' !10'" until ne arly night since when 
there h3zbcen a l:d.~:tur~ of rain-- ~las in DOI·mieville in afternoon, 
took t .;·;;:> letters d~'~n al'.d m;:-. iled the;::, one for my '''ife and the other 
for the wife of my pa;.'t.ncr Davis-- R:ock one "Pacific" at the P.O.-
walkil'.g is veryb8.L:-- Arrived home ago.in before night-- Have at leng~h 
cDmplctp-:,! my first perusal of th "Decline & Fall" of th Roman Empire 
by EduC'.:crl Gibbon. In the le.tter part of the la::t vol. there is an 
"Apology for Christianity" by Bishop ~latson which I have not read 
yet--

Friday E'te Febrt~"'-ry 27th 1 ~ 57 

Stac::::I ceased inthe night, the last fall of sno,., is about six 
inches deep , very soft-- \'1.::>rked to day-- It i~ raining again to 
night. ':L'he :::ky in the west ~las very most of the after:1oon-- the rain 
is cold. bids fair for a st::, rmy day tomorrow. I endeavored to work 
as easily as pocsib:i") to day but to night r am tired-- got wet & have 
been freezing by the storm ever since I came in--

Saturday Eve February 28th 1857-

There was con ~:;id8);:tble rain during the night We did not Expect 

· -7~",--·-.#'J 



that this day would be fair, hut it turned out better than we Expected. Lowered our 
boxes and made our cut deeper. Did not seem to get a head very rapidly. but I am very 
tired--l\rn devoting my spare time to the study of Algebra, hmre "Davie's Elementary 
Algebra". Began the study c';' 1'.l,Jebra, about nine years ago but never prosecuted 
it and of course learned nothing. have looked at it about one week now & have advanced 
as far as Equation of the first degree. I don't Expect to become a <:Treat Mathematician 
but my ob!jects is to devore "-.' ,leisure hours to the acquistion of Imowledge which 
aan not injure me while I am engaged in the pnrsuit--when i am at ",ork in the di99inc:rS 
I wou(\iI\ perfer to be in the house--reading or studying. ~1hen I have a book and meet 
a difficulty I am ready to or & it-- I lack courage & perseverance--

Sunday March Jst J857-

'!be Sky haa been clear & the day .'arm. mearly all of the late fallen snClW dis
appeared.-, from the sunny aide of the hills--Davis was in town. Andy & I s'aWed a cut 
of,r ,large log for stove 'lOod. Andy built a fire out of doors & sharpened his pick_ 
I "o.cl engaged part of the forenDon in suudying and applying the rules for working 
Equations of the 1 st degree got stuck ho"ever and oould see no .,ay of gettin" out: of 
the difficuljzy. after getting "ell perplaced I gave it up for to day in dispair_ 
I\S I have read "Decline & Fall" th :mgh I intend tore ad "\'1hatelys Loc;tic" which has 
been lying a great "hile on my bookshelf. I began & finished the "Analytical ouUine" 
also read the 1st chap of the "S1mthetical Made". It is my desiC!h or at least my 
wish to prosecute the study of Algel!rra & l!.ogic until I am perfectly master of the !". 

sciences. If iii am abliged to work very faithfully it is possible that 1 will 
not succeed in doing much with the"" At. all events I think it no harm to try. 

SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING SIERRA COUNTY BUSINESSES 
WHICH HAVE SO GENEROUSLY 

SUPPORTED 
THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOWLING'S GROCERY AND FURNITURE 

Loyalton, California 96118 

LOYALTON HOTEL -----. __ .,- ---.--
I The Hotel for All Seasons 

ACCommoda t ions at the Old Hotel 
for a nice nite . we e ~, or month l 
SALOON----FlNEST DINI NG 

ANTIQUE SHOPPE 
BEEF- .. BEER-.. B:n BON 

Lsyalton, California 

PAT AND JIM'S EMPORIUM 

Sporting Goods--Clothing 
Loyalton, California 

smRRA BUTTES INN 

Your incomparable host and 
hostess in the 

Sierres---
Doc and Edie Negus 

Excellent food--cooktails-rooms 
Sierra City 

Celifornia 



"onday F:O'e '!arch 2nd 1857··_· 

There was a hard frost before sunrise-- It was very hot to 
<iay. 1 draftk Hater several times ,",hleh is something that r "eldom 
do l-7hen I feel (·!ell. The ('Ihole sky pas overcast .41th clouds in tlle 
afternoone I; I thougl\t that another storm I".'ould soon be upon UIS. l>ut 
now about eight o.cl,~ t~e skv'is clear & the moon shinin9 brightly-
spent the day in the dig9i<),"'S, H .... e nearly finished loom in" off. 

Uncle Ste9hen Dodson called at the diggings & chatted away 
nuite pleasantly for a fel".' minutes. It is more tha~ a year since he 
began a conversation with me of his own accord. there I".'ere four 
chinamen prospecting near by here to ~av. ForMerly a great many of 
them worRed on t~ e East rork. hut for nearly two years I have not 
seen any at "ork along here--· mv "Ieek for cookin" he"ins this mornin" 
conseC"fuently ! lIill not have mach time to read. 

Tuesday '!arch !'rd 1857--

Instead of rain or snow as we eXDeeted it has been very pleasant. 
although about noon verv -arm, Finished nroundsluicing soon after 
dinnee. nndv & I ~ent ~~ to mv river claim & l,rouaht t~o ~oxrs down 
from there to use here. ~e got everything ready for cleaning ~p the 
bottom tomorro,·'. Davms has ',een to tOHn to get pick!:; shar"ened. 
He brough a "Pacific· Have just finished reading t 'l e Life of Theseus 
by Pluta~bh I commenced yasterd~y--

l-ledaesday "arch 4th 1857--

Ver" "'arm--- Began to Hash gravel. reachec'!. teh Bed rock just 
before night. A red headed youtl. or man came along about noon 
"Jith cala !lapers for sale, t'le did not !'urchase ~, ut asked t 1:e vendor 
verv much at random but "rince"all" aoul) t hiMself. --- after he left 
And seemed to thin]: it ~as har~ that he did not "av for his dinner 
when 1 invited him--

~s I am cooking t~ is w66H there is hut little spare time for mn 
to read or st1a'y, so I devoted what few minutes I h avo to reading 
Plutarch!s Live,.,. Began ".omulus "hile the tett ··,ere smoking after ( 
Dinner- .-

It "as so very warm that t Man abliged to drink a large nuantit" 
of lIater. 

Thursdav "arch St' , 1857--' 
Another "arm dav. "'l1shed considerar le gravel & found some gold. 

There are a great man" boulders to hoist out with thn ryerrick. that 
is the most difficult part· of our labor--

Have a head ache to night caused I s-uppose hv drinking too much 
.,ater-· -



FrLiw . nrc. I Gt ,l Ll57 

'vis ~ I t\.tl '" ,;cr:_~ vac ' ,It f()r :~ Oil t ,...; l.)(!.iroc ', ' j ~ot!l1~ cOfl.s i ..... .;r:tdl~ ~olJ. 
",ru ITl ,'lJOut Ci,!,!l lty fiv(.! dollars for t . 1C Jay . 'Or " -- ... 

:''ltur:[ay ::lrC,l 7t" l.;;57---

lot I L.v . P10rc t .t.:l:l ltSi.n.l tra~l:i ~·irc\ ~ ~ ; i~ lV(, .,'ccn .1arJ C1t ', ,'or,: Jay. P ~r is 
'-' ood- -- .nvc just [-luis ted rc:tdill~~ t.~ Lif;.; of <UlJ.~.tl i ,: i 'l ' lt:l.TC.l- ...... It 1.:15 
vcry clou.ly t tis ., Et cr noOIl, .Jut i t is clear nl'M. '1'.''': \ieat lcr is very :an!, 

SUTlttay i:vc ;:lrc l ~~ t . l 1057 

'. bsu ! .; l l. h t drca· .f ast a"t: t dC !.lSU;11 . lOUT- ...... ~ 10Dlilll' s. ~)' :.1S clOtKly ~~ very 
·" .'rH. .'" all .. '<.ont to to' ~I , pa i,l afc',viUs ,~ n:tJC! af.,, ! .. urc,las~S. ,r ,,:wid C. 
:OlstG:IC of .f, lO~! ItJOllll .. ;. t t .le louse cl.1.i~ I (, c i s at tiC :'US ,louse sici~ of af0v...:r. 
:as i ii to sue d.~ l an~l stayed all : lOllr- - - \ ;turnl.!d dOi.!C ) ' O tt\,) o.cl' . ~ ,r LOll!: 

o f j ··or~:it City is .H..;rc t ;tis LVCllill;!··" I iJOur~.lt t.ll.! l:.lst .i(; .: yor .... d..::r.:11ll .l,lic.l 

, t~ tS 1.i t : tCCOltlt of t . l....: ::li.tr ... ::.::r o ~ IiI' . Jurl-lell. I .E1VC lJC0. t rC...l~iJ.~' t.le aCC0LL It 

to t " .,: "0)'5 for tlC l:tst ,Iour--- It is r :li..:ing- - ' 

onJay Eve !arC:l Clt'l 1857 

Sevoral S,IOHors in t ;lC foronooll ono pretty l>risk ono just uoforc JillJlCr. 
ir Long stop"od uit:, us until noon. dc assisteJ me to ret sone timbers' out 

of t ile river, '.'Hie:l too!, us :\;,out tliO ilours. Aftor t:lat 1\0 Ilor;;ed in tae JJiggings 
until noon " ;lon l,e left. I IIrote a letter to ~Junimr last nir:ht ii sent it to 
the r .0. hy ' lr L'Xln,. ~t noon I I,Toto a note to :r Locke uho i:> in Forest City 
r. sent it ;)yr Lon~. 

lIad about: One ~ fr-&b<tQe.n <lallan:-~ the result. nf the days \'Iork-·-

'fucsJay !are.) Illt" 1857---

An unusually \lam day. j lardly any TOcl; cleaned to Jay and dhl not Jo so 
~!ell as Y05tC1'<lay--- Uncle Sto:':lon brought my Pacific up fror.! tJle P,O. lie had 
been up to 'O\'Ult Vernon to S<Jeo TUllllcl. iu l.'h:i.cil he is illt.crcsted---

"!O(bleS(hy 'arc:, lltH 11:57-- -

!'loat :lcr vory '1aJ'T'1-- - Vcry llar,1 at , :or:. all Gay. ':cad t ile latter part of 
"Publicola" f, 'Tilenlistocles" in Plutarch '5 Lives -- - , :y fingers are nearly 
\:orn out ; lanJlin~ so m ny roc;, ny rif" lt am pained nc a lonr: :!llilo aftcr eOill!: 
to be<1-- -

Thursday r.1arch 12--1857 

A young man came along abour noon with books & papers. I 
bought three novels "Oliver Trust" "David Copperfield" & "Horace 
Templeton" also the Tribune Almanac. 

\'Jas nearly covered \~ith mud I'Then I came in from \'lork. I'le have 
had more Iyork in this Cut than lie expected to have t'lhen ... re begun & 
there is ttiO days to be spent there yet--



Friday I-larch 13th 1857 

._ Began to read Horace Temoleton. ::eather hot .. Snow disapperaing l'apidl,--
~·-fUli..J;b.ed-t.he.J:.u~ yet: a great deal mol'. work. in it than \fe exp.cte~ 

----. 
.saturday ~larch 14 1857 

'-Iorked in the forenoon & then cleanlid up--Divided our dust. tie had a lattle owar 
Forty ounces altogether . tie each received 'lWelve ounced apiece-- & I receivad four 
ounces for provisions which I brought here & for bills Which I had paid for the ccmpany~ 

Davis started for Forest City soon after Dinner will stay ovar there tell tomor-
row night. Was up the river to see UrIcle Steph&n. 

Barach Pride is here this evening--

Sunday March ]5 ]857 -

Anqy, Barach Pride & myself went ~,,). to."n before noon. I took fiftJl! dollars 
we. . ~1 of dust with me to pay Mr. David C. Rolstone fOr the Claim & bo~ht of hilft when 
I came here I read his rept in full. 

Made a few pmrchases Ii was home again by. one o. cl ' k in the aftemoon. Rave 
washed my clothes & read Some 8ince-- The sky is clouqy. will probably stom SOCft-

Monday March ) 6th ) 857-

,'lbere were a few clouds flying ::.,";. the morning but there has been no .... ain yet 
Hve been bU:lily engaged in the diggings--Hve finished the Cut we have been worJdAg 
at for the last three weeks nearly. Elspect to commence drifting tomorrow. Our ob~ect 
is to prospect the back part of the Flat. The Plat has not been drifted in the part 
& if there is a fal;r prosped tof its p«fing we will continue to work back eithe .... by 
washing aU of the gravel & loom from the top the bottom or I'Iy drifting the bottom 
only--had head ache in the a4!jternoon. made very good w<lges to day--Finished readincJ 
Horace Templeton to night. Hill proceed to finish "Canielus" which I began Last. 
week--

SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING SIERRA COUNTY BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE 
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THE SIERRA CO, HISTORICAL SOCIETY1 

CALICO EMPORIUM 

Antiques---- -Gifts 
Sierra City, California 

LOMBARDI MERCANTILE 

for all your mercantile needsl 
Loyalton, California 

96118 

SIERRA CHALET MOTEL 

Eugene and Betty Greene 
Box 215. Sierra City, 

California 

DOWNIEVILLE ;.:M~OT:..::O::.:R ..ID! 
Don and Virginia Weaver 
Downi eville---Celifornie 

LOYALTON PHARMACY 
E.J, and Bob Peeler 
Loyalton. California 

~J/~ 



, , 
Tuesday, March 17; 18f/ Last Evening we had t~e Cut all cleanEd ur--We ~egan to drift lnt" 
tbe back part ~f tbE llat. Andy star t Ed a tunnei at tbe end of tbe 
Cut. Davis at the u,'pEr End & I in the middle. Tbe bank cavEd serne 
'EferE we coul~ fairLy make a teginning in EithEr plsce--I soon met 
an olr. drift which p~~cee"ed from tbe shaft tbat was sunk some twelve 
feet further back thfn the cut. The ;;ott~m of the sbaft was filled 
with ru~,bish that hac fallen fl'-:m the top--The cleaning of it cut 
oocupied nearly the ~h~le :ay, Very small wages to day-
Mr. Bassett came :ow~ atout n~on to return some b~oks he borrowe~ er 
me 8 few montbs ag:: - r- ,-.Mr. Still, the County Surv€y~r, had offered to 
sell One balf of a s~are in the Fremont C~" at Wet Ravine, to bim 
and be, ~eing short ~f fun~s, prop~sed to me to join him in tb~ pur
ahase. Wet Ravine i. a small mining settlement situeted beycne 
F~rest City & as I nc~ he had eVEr ;een over there, we conclud~d t~ 
make a tramp over the~e tomorrow, Andy agreeing to go with ue-
Bassett went ~ff afte; dinner promising t~ be hack & ~tay ov~r ni~bt 
with us so th a t we mig~t be ready in the mQrning for an early start--

8 
i , I 

Wedne s:;,~.l..L !i~!<?h. l __ .!..h., 1~5L 
In pursuance of our resolutJ~n 8f yesterdey, An~y, B9~sett & myself 
left our Cs~in 0n St~vc Rip Flat about seVEn Ocl'k in th~ morning 
for Downieville, Fore~t ¢i';y, & Ivet Ravine, Arrived in D~wnieville 
in about three quarters ~ f - an hour after leaving home. B~twe€~ 
Downieville & the City Of Six the trail winds 81~ng the side of 8 
steep mount~in. We pass~d through City of Six. Cities, in naMe at 
~east, are very numEr~us 7n this country, We came to snow ~etope W~ 
wer~ hatt way up to the C~ty ot Six. 
There is a g~~d deel of sri~w b ~ tw~en City of Six end Fore~t Ci~,--
We reaehE" thE letter place e:' Qut ten oc 'lk A.M., stopped a te\-t 1II1Pl
utes & then went cv~r to "re t R~vine, which is about -;-ne mile diet!!nt 
from Forest City. vJe bed ~o c_1mb a mountain to ~et there. The to!, 
of the mountein 1s e~out e<uidistaht from the two ~l!!ees--The!~ are 
se~€ral companies ~t work ~n Wet nav1ne . The Fre~~nt Co., whieb we 
went over t " SEe, eH runn'in~ en ineline tunnel. Tbe wOl'k ill be1n! 
done by contract. It i~ suppo~~d that t~~y 8r~ n~arly do~ t~ ~a~ 
Bedrock--
Ate ~ur :inner in F.e. Andy dall~d on 8 friend & ~ot h1~ d.~"@r. 
Bessett and I ete at the HarV~y HOUSE. whe~ for ~a~ dollar w~ reed 
p0~re~t kind of fare-- i 
~€tu1aed to Do\-tnieville by pel! atter four, ~'oDPtd at th~ Downie 
Hoy~e & he~ e good su~pe~. 

" 
I 

THQR~DAY, MARCH 10th 1857 
A E€'I'l'v-y rain st~nn £.;~g~e in th~ ni~ht. Th~l'~ 'W!l~ no !Ol'o't'!~et of ,UP 
b~inl! ebl~ to ~ork ~'n t,!l, ~ chilli. If we wer~ et h;:>II]E 01\ Ilcoeunt pt tlole 
stc)rlll, we c;:.nclu;'ed to qeter '-, ur depAr-eure et .ust unti~ etter 
breakfa!'lt. I had the be~t bed sl'!d tn!! best mull! !It the DOWl'!ie H~U31! 
~f any th3t I h.ve h= ~ stnce I have ~teft i~ the co~ntry-- ' 
CallEd .t , c'Jb1;:ler & had, on~ nt my ~ ~ ot!'l tClflped. G~t home OJ' noon. 
Whf'n I Will! c :><nitlg up m~t :pavlll go1nII to DO'Nnie~ille. Wbelt I euiv!d 
lit home f~und Anr'y eeting bll! dinnEr, HE llnd I !lawe!! weod !lellr.'!Y 
tWe cuts ~tf e I!pruce pine l ~~--



Bassett (lame .rinwn f.l'Om bis bome just BS we werE sitting down t~ supper·· 
he ate with us. He came down to oomplete the purchase of ou~ helt of en 
interest in the Fremont Co. at Wet Ravine, whioh Mr. W. G. Still oltere' 
to sell to him. The price agree~ upon .~ him & Bassett wes tou~bundred_ 
& fifty dollars, of which three hundred & fifty wes to be paid imme.
iate1y. Bassett, Andy, & I conoluded to take the half interest, eaoh ot 
us frunishing an equal portion of the money to be paid over--We ell went 
to town to get the deed & pay our quota. Paid a Notary Public ten doll.re 
for writing the deed and attesting the same. Bassett stayed in town, 
Andy and I returned. 

Friday Eve-March 20th 1857 
Andy & I have been at work in the tunnel. I have done the picking & 
leaded the barron with dirt. Andy has done the shovling & alao shovele' 
the dirt into the sluices--There are many boulders & they stick very 
ight--

Davis complained of a headache & did not work. He got dinner & supper, 
Bassett came in the Evening, he stayed in Downieville lest night & went 
from there to let Ravine & back here since morning--It 1s overcast.
prospect of a storm. 

Saturday--March 21st 1887 
A cold rain began last nIght, has been stormin~ nearly all day. There 
has been but little rain, mostly snow & ha11--George Scholes wes here in 
the forenoon to return a couple of books he borrowed of me sometime ago. 
George Cochran was here also. He brou~ht two letters wh1ch he had 
taken out of the offiCE for Dunbar for me to enclose to Bunber. 
Bassett went off et noon. Davis & I went to town after d1nner & d1d not 
return till nrarly night--I bought three mS9 azines & four pa,ers for 
Bassett. Borrowed the Wide, \'l1de, World & oreught m}' wheelbarrow home, 
Which bed been loaned for more then s year---Been reeding the papers 
sinoe supper---demp ~ cold • 

- . _.~,--L _ -
SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE HELPED YOUR 

SIFRRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SNIDER 'S ANTIQUES ! 
Downieville, California ' 
Antiques--Bou~ht and Soldl ~ -----------CANYON RANCH RESORT } 

Archie and LaVerne Monico 
OPEN YEAR AROUND! 

Cabins-------------Trout Pound 
2 mi. south of Sierraville 

phone--994-3344 --.. --

JIM'S GROCERY 1 
Groceries, u.s.G.A. Choice 
Meets--Fresh Produce 
Downieville, Ca11fornia 

BUcKHORN LODGE AND LIQUOR 
Hiway 49, Sierra City, Ca 862-1171 
Sportsmen Headquarters-Information 

center for Sierra Co. Bob and Fran 
Gingery---Gary and Carol Webster ~ 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22nd 1857 
Andy was up early as· usual, but beforehe hed breakfast resdy, Wll1talll 
Baker, one of Bassett's partners, came along on his way to town & he 



stoppe d. I wa s not up ye t. He steyed & cbe ttedewsy en bout' or s",. 
Davis went to town---A loed of goods came up for us in the forenoone-
The weether is quite cold, snow & hall felling the greeter part 4l the 
time. uncle Stephen ceme up from town in the afternoon to inform me 
thet there was a claim for sale on the Wyomin~ Co. in the Mount 
Vernon Mining District & that I could get it by going down to town & 
seeing Mr. Fetter, the owner. I started immediately. Saw Mr. Fetter 
and made a bar~ain with him for his interest--paid the money all down 
& recd e bill of sale in return. Got beck home egain by dark---It 1s 
cold end dnowing. Have been reading "Barnaby Rudge" for the last two 
days; am about helf way through. 

Monday-Merch 23d 1857 
H eve been at work in the drift. Much and great meny rocks--some 

ere large & difficult to move. Davis & Andy cleened out the riffles 
& had six dollars. 

Tuesday March 24th 1857 
We found one rock so large that we could not move it. I broke pert 

of it with the smell sledge but was obliged to give it up. We drilled 
a hole into it about nine inches deep and blested it out. The bedrock 
appears to be very hard and constently varying in depth. Mr. Jones 
came to see me. He wes here 13 couple of hours. He took dinner with us
Raining nearly ell of the afternoon . 
Have just finished readin~ "Barnaby Rudge" 

WEdnesday March 25th 1857 

Worked in the drift until noon. The bedrock is hard & smooth. 
Cleenen up a little & saw no ~eld. Concluded to give it up. ~evis & 
Andy sawed two cuts off of a large leg for stove wood. It rained a 
little in the morning but the sun soon same out & the ~alance of the d 
day has bEen pleesent--

Thursdey March _ 26th 1857 
Heve a felon coming on the middle finger of my right hand. I fElt 

it auout a week ago but it hes not got very sore yet. Have kept busy 
all dey but worked less than usual. I could not do any picking. We 
intend to make our cut smaller than usual. Will loom off enough to 
give us room to gEt to the bott om & then if there 1s good pay ground, 
Nill tunnel the rack all around wben it pays--BEEn rEading 13 work on 
"Physiology" by C.S. FowlEr. HaVE not read it ell through but picked 
out the most interesting parts. . 

, 

._~ _.'_N-..._-__ ~...- ....... t 

SUPPORT THE BUSINESS LISTED BFLOi., 1,ffiICH HAVE SO . ,./ 
G"NEROUSLY SUPPORTFD THE SIERR COUNTY HISTORICAL """() 

__ -.....:.-- SOCIETY _ .. :---....:-~ 
- ~ -

Licensed--Insured--Bonded 
FORREST S. MCMAHAN 

Gene re l-Contrac·tor:":'pbone 289-3444 
Box 7687 Sierra City, Ca 

HARRINGTON'S SIERRA PINES • 
SIErra CHy, C8. 

DeLUXE Motel--Trout Pond I 

. SIERRA COUNTY STORF-Groce~ies- FORKS RESTAURANT AND COCK-
Meats-Hardware-Launder€·Fte ·' -- ~ TAIL LONGE---JIM AND GLORIA 

Art end Rose Alen C\ DICK IN DOWHEVILLE, CA 
~ Sierra City, celi::" 9 \ Q ? 

-14 -



Sierra County Historical Society News 

The September mEeting of the SiErra Count~ Historical SociEt~ 
was held on Sunda~, September 16, 1973, at the Communit~ Hall in 
Sierra City, California. Over thirty people enjoyed a delicious 
"pot - luck" luncheon at 1:30 r.m. Thanks go to JEannE McMehan, 
Sophie Tscbopp, and other Sierra City members who orranged the 
meeting. After the luncheon tbe business meeting was held. 

No r ma Wbite, president, celled the meeting t o order end intro
duced Mr . Cestledini of the U.S. Forest Service, wbo hed previously 
be en invited to discuss witb us the problem of debris left after log
ging operations in some areDS of Sierra Count:i. Mr. Cestledini geve 
and interesting Bnd informa::~ - talk. HE explained that the Forest 
Service has little jurisdiction over privetEly owned lends. If 
society members feel strongl:i about this problem they must get in 
touch with the owners of land that is being logged end aPPEal for a 
better clean up after logging operations . Mr. Castledini introduced 
thE problem of markin~ Indian relics. Many Indian relics in the 
SiErra County region have been dEstrOYEd by pEople who either deface 
th e relics or steal them. There is a question in most people's minds 
whether or not it would _ ,.-.,. be wiser not to rn~::-k Indian relics and thus 
keep their wherEabouts S·. ,·_what Iwnrdcd end mGyb€ seve them from 
would be vandals. 

NEW officers were chosen. Mrs. Geor~Ene Copren of Sierraville, 
C8, chairmen of the nominating committee, prEsented thE following 
slate of candidatES: 

Bill Copren, Calpin~-- ---- -prpsident 
Ruth Drury, Goodyears Ber - -vicE-president 
Mary Hope, Alleghany-------secretary 
JEanne McMahan, Sierra Cit:i - treRSurer 
Darlene Messner, Mill Valle:i - corresponding secretary 

The slate of candidates wes unanimousl:i approved by thE members of 
thE Historical Society, 

, Th: SOCiety membe rs discussed the California State Bond issue 
whlcb wlll be voted on in June, and its impact on our own count ~ 
and oug own historical societ:i' Sierra County will receive at y 
least ~2nO , OOO (the minimum given to ony county) if tbEse bonds 
ar~ apprOVE? by the voters of California" A sizEable emount of 
thls mon~y lS designa~ed for historical preservation end historical 
re~toratlon. ~he Soclety felt that it would be great if some of 
t? l S money cou~d be used to further the plans for a mUSEum chRin in 
Slerra Count:i" MorE information on these bonds and tbE plans of 
the Sierra County Historical SociEty will aQpeer in our next 
bulletin" 

~ -.-.--~ 




