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The Historl.c Unpublished Diarv of am Earlyv Dav Downieville “iner
Part 1V

The Seirra Countv Historical Societv brinas t0 igs readers the
fourth part of the Dairv of a miner of the 1850's. This dairv started
in April 1856 now continues into and through the yvear of 1857. T'le arxe
thankful to "lr. Lavezzola, Seirra Countv Trecasurexr for allowimg us
to print this hitherto unpuhlished diarv. The Sociologv class of
Lovalton High School has transcribed the diarv and tyned the stencils
thus far. Mr. Harry R. Klein is the teacher of this class.

‘londay Eve Februarv 9th 1857

lorning was verv frostv. I was up by brreak of dav had breakfast
over bv sunrése--e did not go out to work until about ten c'clock- -
cleaned off some ground that we had been grounaluicing--fixed a
couple of o0ld boxes & malHe one neat box, placed them for shoveling in--
Andy & I was up to mv oléd digginos & got ten yards of hose---LXpectead
to have been ready to begin washinag todav, hbut are not ready yei,

Tuesday TFebruary 10th 1857

Mas milder in the morina then the dav hefore-~-Did not go out to

work immediatelv after brealfast-- hegan washing gravel about ten o‘'clock.
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2 of hase so that we could convey

In the afternoone got sife
rz the bitch tothe boies in the diggings
e o

the water for Wdohlhj
without having itleak
succeedin doing much tod:ym—

A friend of Davis® came over from Forest City. he is stopping
here to night--

The weather hacheen coid but plcasant for five days now but it
is cloudy & threatens snow—-- lioved baked a loafofbread, boiled a
kettle of beans wash2d the dishes & table & recad several pageg in
"Decline & Fall"--

rl' Fiy &9
i.‘ I

avel &looseslot, Did not

Wednesday February lith 1857

Rained in the night-- has been showering all day-- Began work
about nine o.cl'k-- We are working ground which hasbeen drifted--
The old drifts are generallv filled with boulders, The greater part
of mulabour was to dicengacoe theschoulders & hoist them out with
the derrick-- Davis aad Andy. washcd out & hadfive dollars~—-

It is raining hnorder to night than it has at any time diving
the day~-

Theyoung man whestepped with us last night left soon after
breakfast for Foresi Citv-—-

Finished readiung the 17th Chap. of"Decline & Fall”

Thursday February 1Zth 1857

Continued to rain during the night, at daybreak it was part-
ially clear & we entarcained hopes of being able to work-- It was
about nine o.cl'k wvhen ve kogan work & we quit (in consequence of
rain) before noon-- This afi.rnoon it has rained almost without
intermission. It has bccome colder the rain is partly snow--

. George Schole c¢allaed in the aft=rnoon to retwrn a book which

he borrowedof me z Zcw wozkis sinca—— He staved & chatted aboutthree
hours--

The river 1o #isdng .-
Friday Eve February 13th 1857

Has been storming all dayv—— In the morning I called on Uncle

Stephen~-- He lives in a poor misercble shanty, the same in which I

lived with him two vaars ago-- the rain wes coming through several
places in the rooi-- Iin i: 2 me2n of g dsense but not very communi-
cative; is most alimrz gecaond in & conversation—-- is firm & almost
bigoted in his cpinisns-- we hatcnonugen goodfriends forsometimepast,
We lived togethexr Ghuuﬁ:WﬂidarahTﬂ ceali rg“ he trusted to his
memory in our pecunaiary mathars while I kept regular accounts-- he
was disposed tobe porvercs in cur sclttiements Saccusedme of defraud-

ing him, the difference Letwesn vs was only aboutfifty dollars,
yetthat was sufficicn: ¢o ~aucsc on alienation which I suspect from
his temper & habits wiil never be gsuccecded by a perfect reconcil-
iation-~ I have made advances o him as I thought because myposition
as his mephew and inferiocz I cars-~ but I think that if he chooses
to decline the profiered civility Z will ask him no more—-

Washed myshizts & c¢—- cloan=d the pantry & scoured a lot of tin
buckets, cuttery & c~- spiit a lot of wood in an interval between
sgowers while Davis & Pudy sawad a cut off & afterwards Davis filed
the saw.




Saturday l4th February 1857---

The Storm continues--- Been in the houseall day--- Employedpart ofthe fore-
noon in reading the 21st Chap. of 2nd Vol. of "Decline & Fall", Davis was on a
visit to an old cabin of lhis on the lMiddle Fork; and since dinner he hasbeen out
prospecting notwith--- standing the raine, he returned alittlebefore night and
reported poorsuccess--- Andy has finished reading Peter Simple & began "Jacob
Faithful®

The storm has increasedsince darke--no hope of its abating yet--- have just
concludedmypersal of the 22nd Chap--- of Decline & Fall" Solved a few problems

in Davises Arithmetic involving the principles of Fractions & the ration of num-
bers---- Have baked a loaf ofbread since supper--~ Shaved this afternocone,

Sunday February 15th 1857---

Storms more violently than yesterday. The river began to rise about daybreak
& is now prettywell up, Davis & I were in towne-~- Each of us had a letter to
mail--- I bought a newspaper "Harper's Weekly Journal of Civiligzation" the
first No. recd one number ofthe "Pacific" at the P.O. bought an arm chair for
myown use in the cabin, also an oil cloth coverfor my table--- I wore a heavy
coat to town but got verywet--- The river at Downieville was high & rising ra-
pidly--- returned home about two o.cl'k & have readtwopapers through since
one chap--- in Gibbon besides getting supper & washing disheg=---

Monday 16th February 18537--=~

Been storming 211 day~-~ snow in the afterncon River hadfallen this morning
~--- Andy. & I sawed off one Cut, Split & carried a lotofwoodto the house--- Davis
began to Cook this morning. he had heretofore managedtoXeep out ofthe business,
but we got him by considerable coarsing--- Read some in the forenoon--- seolved a
few Arithmetical problems since dark have written a letter to S.H.Taylor in
answer to one recd from him about one weekago=---

Tuesday 17th February 1857

Cleared off in the night after snowing some two inches--- a hard frost
had succeeded tothe stcim before I saw the aspectof things out ofdoors The day
has been very fine, have worked about threec fourths of the time. have reachedthe
bottom ofthe diggings but did not see much gold.

It is freezing hardagain to night. Davis has been in bed about an hour,
Andy, is fascinated by the perusal of King's Own--~ I have been looking over
Davis Arithmetic--- In the morning before going to work read a chapter in Gibbons-

Wednesday February 18th 1857---

The sun was hot in the forencon &after dinner I almost melted without very-
hardeither

Saw Uncle Stephen going to town &calledto him & regquested him to get mylet-
ters if any in the P.O. The Newspaper man came along in the forenoon. I bought
one numberof "Harpers Weckly Journal of Civilization" and Andy bought Harpers
Magazine for pebruary---

The sheriff came along in the afternoone with a subpoena for me to attend
andgive evidence inthc Contested Election Case, The Plaintiff sends the sub-
poena this time I was down a few weeks ago for the defendant, mustbe in town



on friday of this week=-=-The sun shown very hot until about thzmee OClock
when he was gradually observed by clouds and it began to rain abot sunset,
no gold of any .consetuence to day--- Uncle Stephen returned from town
abot dusk & brought a letter for me from my wife and one for J. Javis--

Thursday February 1l9th 1857-

It was stormng when I retired to bed last Eve, the sky was clear
at sunrise the day has been finge and beautiful. have done a good deal
of work found more money tiizn we did yesterday, My clothes such.as they
are coyered with sonow to night---feel disgusted with myself and with all

mining---
Friday February 20th 1857-

Became cloudy during then night. Was raining when we ate our break-
£ s5t, we began work however in spite of the raine, I worked till nearly
ten o'clok % then after washing 3 dressing mysllf in clean clotheg started
for Jownieville to appear before Eleven o.cl'k---- Mr. Bassett and two
of his neighbors were going down at the
same time they were all witnesses, I was not Examined till nearly night
I was the last one that was Examined, we were down for the Planntiff
A.S. ) adson but I do not think thate he could be very well pleased with
tiie information dicited. Ob#aained one paper the "hacific" from the P.O=z=--

Saturday February 21lst 1857---

Examined the bed rock which was cleaned by the boy gesterday but
found nothéng of any concsequence on it, wheeled a lot of dirt that had
been throwne out of a drift to the boxes ¢ washed it, found about half
an ounce of gold. m:ved the derrick in the afternoone so as to have it
ready for our negt cut. took out the boxas & then guit for the day.
I wrote a notice to hold my upper river claim when I was mining in the
Fall 3 turned all of the water out of the flume. intend to take the lumber
out sooife, Indy~-~-% I have sawed a .log off since supper.
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tundavtive Fekruary 22nd 1857--

Then I awoke fxor a scund slumker Andy & Davis lroth were uvp & b
building a fire, It was eicht o.cl'ck by the time rreakfast was over
Davis got himsel) ! ready for twone andy said he would remain at home, I
went vp to rmuflum in the river to take out the lumker. I first loosened
the sides which were eightee- inch roards, took the nails out of them
& then carried ther (some  Drity in number) to a kank near the lower End
and piled ther up--After I had finished that job, I loosened the h ttom
koards (or which there were four of the twelve inch wide) each
Find carried them to the ave pile & laid them, with the others, I
also took the ties off of the stringers & placed therm heyond the reach
of high water, the wheel that was at the upper 'nd iI lowered into the
water & rollled it upon the hank-~There are sixteen stringers yet remain-
inea with the lowre wheel & a few ties upon which the vheéel rests. The
strincers too heavy for re to rove without assistance, I left the house
about eicht o.cl'ck A.M. & returned after two o.cl'k aksent six hours
Aurinc which I worked faithfully. Carme homz= and ate a hearty dinner,
washed a lot of shirts, shavad & bathe® & then fastened the kuttons on
a newv pair of camnvass pants--Po not feel like readinc. Ran a small nail
in the fore fincer of my left hand. The nail was old & was fast in a
koard it rroke & left arout a cucrter of an inch of the sharp end in ry
fincer-~Davis did not return from town till it was nearly dark & then
he came arout half irntozxirczted--

Hlonday February 23xd 1850-—~

Ancy is oux cook this wesk. e wes up and had hreafast ready

by seven o.cl'l. The weathzr has heen warm. %e have been washing top
earth vhich we czll arcondsluicing or looring off. The mode of operation
as near as I can descrilbe it is as follows-~R larcge strear of water is
mafe to run cves the Fark o th~t the dirt will ke easily conveyed by
the water inont the first hiecesuof picking the bank, uvadermnina it so
that a levge amount of dirt were o #all at oince, the water carries the
dirt to the boxes & leaves the rock. To ke thrown away by the hand or
hoicsted onr with the dexrzick--Tach of us were wet when we ouit work and
T was pretty neacly wornent. HWard labor and rining is hard labox
unfits me oz IAua;uy;-m“’“rJhd ar study. I have kecq of izte years
yery anxicui 10 stufy, to edvsace ryself, but I discver that school as

caustics to ic.‘; rLy k;"y 1*V laizor I connet hope o5 guccedd, have mead
a  bw paccs in the 27th Cha ap & Gikkon Size supper also read apart of an
article in Ia-.hhs llaagazine for Mavis & Andy--

Tuesday Yelruary 24th 1857--

=
Tas kean

ean scorming the oreater part of the day there was snow in
the cxround iuch the meoning whick fell durine the niqht. & it was snow-
inowvhen we ate our breci¥asts~--Did not work in the forenoon. I vrote

a letter to mu wife--

The ctonds dispensed a little akout noon & there some hopes



of its ~learing off, we ~oncluded to work-— but we were hardly out
in the diggings koforz it began to rain harder than it had done
before to day-- A few minutes sufficedfor me, & I fledto the house.
I dislike to expose myself unnecessarily to watcr, I think it pro-
duces rhematism &brings on premature old age which comes rapidly
enough anyway-- 2nsy & Davis stuck to it till nearly night, they
came in with their clothes drenched through-- I sat in the house &
read the 28th Chap. ofthe "Decline & Fall" & in an interval between
the showers split and carried in a lot of wood-- The storm has in-
creased since noone.

Have for a fecw days past been reviosing Davis Arithmatic, I am
very dull in figures but have performed all of the Examples with
the Excecption of three in the Promiscuous Examples in the latter
part of the work. I design to devote somlittle of my leisure time
to Algebra which I began years ago &never finished=-- Have read the
29th Chap & D & C. which relates the capture of Constantincple by
Malorrect 2nd-

VYlednecday Febry. 25th 1857-

Hacheen snowing all day. A great deal of it melts as it fallg--
it is not over six inches decp-- Have been in the house all day=--
Readthe 30th Chapter of "Decline & F211". Having completed my review
of Arithmetic yectarday I began to payalittle attention to Algebra
today. Tcok it up some years ago & advanced asfar as the Equations
ofthefixstfdayrun, I commenced atthebeginning & hadconciderable
difficulty in cvercoming the first &siizwlest obstacles in the way of
the lcarner, I am naturally dull & I em rendered worse by want of
practice-- Read several shortstories to Davis & Andy frcm Harpers
Magazine, since supper hzve read to them the storu of "The Damel
Driver" in the Facha of Mary Tales by Marryott=-

Thursday Febry. 26th 1857-

Still storming-- continucd to snow until nearly night since when
there ha<becon a mivture of rain-- Was in Downieville in afternoon,
took two letters dcwn ard mailed them, one for my wife and the other
for the wife of my partner Davis-- Reck one "Pacific" at the P.O,--
walkirg is verybac-- Arrived home again before night-- Have at length
completed my first perusal of th "Decline & Fall" of th Roman Empire
by Edw~rd Gibbon. In the latter part of the lazt vol. there is an
"Agology for Christianity" by Bishop Watson which I have not read
Yyt~

Friday Eve February 27th 1757

y Storm ceased inthe night, the last fall of snow is about six
inches cdeep & very soit-- Vorked to day=-- It if raining again to
gight. The.sky in the west was very most of the afternoon-- the rain
is cold. bids fair for a stormy day tomorrow. I endeavored to work

as easily as pocsibie to day but to night I am tired-~ got wet & have
been freeczing by the storm ever since I came in--

Saturday Eve February 28th 1857~

There was considerable rain during the night We did not Expect



that this day would be fair, hut it turned out better than we Expected. Lowered our
boxes and made our cut deeper. Did not seem to get a head very rapidly, but I am very
tired--Am devoting my spare time to the study of Algebra, have "Davie's Elementary
Algebra™, Began the study c¢iF 2lgebra, about nine years ago but never prosecuted

it and of course learned nothing, hawe looked at it about one week now & have advanced
as far as Equation of the first degree. I don't Expect to become a great Mathematician
but my cbgects is to devoké& -y leisure hours to the acquistion of knowledge which

gan not injure me while I am engaged in the pmrsuit--when i am at work in tke digaings
I woudd perfer to be in the house-~reading or studying. VWhen I have a book and meet

a difficulty I am ready to or & it-- I lack courage & perseverance--

Sunday March lst 1857~

The Sky had been clear & the day warm. mearly all of the late fallen snow dis-
appeared”™ from the sunny dide of the hills--Davis was in town. 2Andy & I sawed a cut
of” 1 large log for stove wood. BAndy built a fire out of doors & sharpened his pick.
I was engaged part of the forenvon in shudyinag and applving the rules for working
Equations of the ]st dearee got stuck however and could see no way of getting out of
the difficulyy, after getting well perplaced I gave it up for to day in dispagr.

As I have read "Decline & Fall" th sugh I intend toread "Whatelys Logic" which has
been lying a great while on my bookshelf. I began & finished the “Analytical outline"
also read the ]st chap of the "Simthetical Made". It is my desigh or at least my
wish to prosecute the study of Algchra & lLogic until I am perfectly master of the =
sciences. If & am abliged to work very faithfully it is possibge that I will

not succeed in doing much with them, At all events I think it no harm to try.
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onday Tge March 2nd 1B57--~

There was a hard frost hefore sunrise-- It was very hot to
day. I @rank water several times vhich is something that I seldom
de when I feel well. The whole skv was overcast with clouds in the
afterncone &% I thought that another storm would scon be upon us, but
now about eight o.cl:¥ the skv'is clear & the moon shining brightly--
spent the dav in the digoigns. Hmwe nearlv finished loominec off,

Uncle Stenhen Nodson called at the diggings & chatted avav
cduite pleasantlv for a few minutes, It is more tham a vear since he
began a conversation with me of his own accord. there wvere four
chinamen prospecting near by here to dav, Formerlv a great many of
them worBed on the Bast Tork, but for nearlv two vears I have not
seen anv at wvork along here-- mv week for cookinag hegins this morninc
consecuently ¥ will not have much time to read.

Tuesdayv "farch rd 1857--

Instead of rain or snow as we exnected it has been verv pleasant,
although about noon very arm, Finished oroundsluicing soon after
dinnee. Andv & I went LY. to mv river claim & hroucht two hoxrs down
from there to use here. ve got evervthing readv for cleaning up the
bottom tomorrow. Davés has heen to towvn to get picks sharnened.

He brough a "Pacific" Have just finished readinag the Life of Theseus
by Plutarhh I commenced vasterday--

edmesday 'arch 4th 1857--

Verv warm-- Began to vash gravel, reached teh Bed rock just
before night. 2 red headed vout! eor man came along about noen
with cala papers for sale, e did not purchase hut asked the vendor
very much at random but nrincepnally aoubt himself.-- after he left
And seemed to think 4t was hard that he dié not nav €for his dinner
wvhen I invited him--

As I am cooking this wééR there is but little spare time for me
to read or ste‘y, so I devoted vthat few minutes I have to reading
Plutarch'!s Livew. Began Tomulus while the teit were smoking aftey ¢
binner--

It vas so very warm that I vas abliged to drinlk a large cuantitvy
of water.

Thursday "'arch 5th 1857-~

Another warm dav. "ashed considerakle gravel & found some gold.
There are a great manvy boulders to hoist out with the Derrick, that
is the most difficult part-of ouvr labor--

Have a head ache to night caused I supvose bv drinking too much
wvater--



Fraday harea 6ta 1357

wis Ay Jere cact at vork on t.e Bedrocl. [ foumd consiudcrasle gold
e aad about cisaty five dollars for tue day ori«--

Saturday  arca 7te 1657---

ot iine more tuan usual traaspired, lave ocen aard at vori day. Pay is
apod-~- iwve just findsoed reading tic Life of urmal ia Plutarca--- It was
very clowly tiais afternoon, out it is clear pew. T.c weat.wr 1s very amm,

Sunday ive arc. ota 1o57

Vasuo oaad oreasfast ac tae usunl our--- nornine s,y as cloudy { very
rarm,  “fe all vent to tom, paid afewills § made afeupurcaasss. o uavig C.
olstoae of mon Ivourat tic .ouse clain § ¢ is at tic "us .iousc sici. of afoever,
s in to sce wdn and stayed an nour--- Ccturned aoie oy oac o.cltis x Long
of Forcst City is .acre tais Lvening--- I vousut tie last .ie: Yor.. .icrald aica
Aas an account of tuc wmumder of ir. Surdell. 1 aave ocen reauiinie tae accout
to tic woys for tae last aour--- It is raising---

T

onday Lve ‘arci Uth 1857

Scveral saovers in tie forenoon one pretty brisk one just vefore diimer,
r Long stopred wit!i us until noon, ifc assisted me to get sonc timbers out
of tihe river, ':ich took us about two hours. After taat e woried in tic vigeianes
until noon wien nc left. I wrote a letter to Dunbar last night { soent it to
the P.O. by "Ir Lone. At noon I uvrote a notec to v Locke who is in Forest City
& sent it by T Lona,
Had about One Hundred §-Sixteen dpllars as the result of the days worke--

Tuesday farca 10ta 1857---

An unusually wvarnm day. ilardly any rock cleancd to day and did not do so
well as yostewday--- Uncle Stenaen brought my Pacific up from tac P,0, lic had
been up to ouit Vernon to soe Tunnel in vhich he is interposted---

“ednesday arch 11tn 1857---

Yeatier very warm--- Very hard at vor. all day. Tlcad tie latter part of
“Publicola" § 'Thernistocles” in Plutarch's Lives--- .y fingers are nearly
vorn out nandline so many rock ry rigat am pained me a lone while after going
to bed---

Thursday March 12--1857

A young man came along abour noon with bocks & papers. I
bought three novels "Oliver Trust" "David Copperfield" & "Horace
Templeton" also the Tribune Almanac.

Was nearly covered with mud when I came in from work. We have

had more work in this Cut than we expected to have when we begun &
there is two days to be spent there yet--



Friday March 13th 1857

Began to read Horace Templeton. veather hot.. Snow disapperaing rapidly--
_%N§E?e~not*finished—thgignt yet. a great deal moré work in it than ve expecteqy,

L

Saturday March 14 1857

WJorked in the forencon & then cleandd up--Divided ocur dust. We had a lettle ower
Forty ounces altogether. We each received Twelve ounced apiece-- & I received four
ounces for provisions which I brought here & for bills which I had paid for the Companys=

Davis started for Forest City soon after Dinner will stay over there tell tomor-
row night. Was uwp the river to see Uncle Stephén.

Barach Pride is here this evening--

Sunday Marxch 15 1857 -

Andy, Barach Pride & myself went +- tgyn before noon. I took fifte dollars
we .4 of dust with me to pay Mr. David C. Rolstone for the Claim & bought of him when
I came here I read his rept in full. '

Made a few pumchases & was home again by one o.cl'k in the afternoon. Have
washed my clothes & read some since~- The sky is cloudy. will probably storm soon--

Monday March ]Jeth ]1857-

,There were a few clouds flying ! the morning but there has been no rain yet
Hve been buzily engaged in the digginds--Hve finished the Cut we have been working
at for the last three weeks nearly. Hspect to commence drifting tomorrow. Our obgect
is to prospect the back part of the Flat. The Plat has not baen drifted in the part
& if there is a falr prospedtof its paying we will continue to work back either by
washing all of the gravel & loom from the top the bottom or Hy drifting the bottom -
only--had head ache in the afiternoon. made very good wages to day--Finished reading
Horace Templeton to night. Will proceed to finish "Canielus" which I began Last

week==
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Tuesdsy, March 17, 1857

Tost Evening we had tre Cut sll clesned up--We kegan to drift inte
the back part of the ﬁlst. Andy sterted =2 tunnet at the end of the
Cut. Davis st the urper End & I in the middle, The henk caved seme
befere we could fairiy make a heginning in either plsce--I sgon met
an o0ld drift which piocee?ed from the shaft that was sunk some twelve
feet further back then the cut. The Tottcom of the shaft was filled
with ruhsish that ha¢ fallen fr-m the top--The clesning of 1t cut
cocupled nesrly the whole Jday. Very smell wages to day=-

Mr, Besssett came ZJowd ebout nscon to return some hbaoks he borrowed eof
me s few months ago-2-Mr, Still, the County Survey~r, had offered to
sell One hslf of s shere in the Fremont C-., at Wet Ravine, to bim
and he, reing short ¢f funds, proprcsed to me to Join him in the pur-
shase. Wet Ravine i% & smsll mining settlement situated beycné
Forest City & ss I ncr he had eveyr been over there, we concluded te
make s tremp over there tomorrow, Andy agreeing to go with us--
Bossett went »ff aftey dinner promising tc be back & stay over night
with us so thst we might be ready in the morning for an esrly start--

? |
Wednesiay, Morch 18th, 3657
In pursusnce of our resciuci~n of yesterdsy, Andy, Bassett & myself
left our Cehin on Stove Riy Flat sbout seven Ocl'k in the morning
for Downieville, Forest £iSy, & Wet Ravine. Arrived in Dewnieville
in sbout three qusrters »f an hour sfter leaving home, Between
Downieville & the City of Six the trail winds slong the side of a
steep mountsin, We pass:d threough City of Six, Cities, in nsme ot
least, are very numereous §n this country. We came to snow hefore we
were halt way up to the City of Six.
There is a g»od deal of snow hiatween Clty of Six snd Forest City---
We reache? the lstter plzce ghout ten oc'lk A,M,, stopped 2 few wmin-
utes & then went cver to Wet Rgvine, which is about ne mile distant
from Forest Clty. We had to c.imb s mountain to get there, The top
of the mountein is shout equidistant from the twe plasees~-There are
seversl companies at work Iin Wet Ravine, The Fremont Co,, whieh we
went over to see, sre running sn ineline tumnel, The work is being
done by contrect. It is suprosed that tRey sre negrly dowm %o She
Bedrock-- :
Ate our Jinner in F.C. Andy cfslled on s friemd & got his dimner,
Bessett and I ste st the Harvey House, when f{or one dollsr we repd
prorest kind of fare-- i
Returmed to Dovmievlille by half sfter four, Stopped a2t the Downie
Heuse & hal 8 gnod supper.,

THURSDAY, MARCH 19th 1857

AHTEvy rein St.rm Legen in the night, There wss no prospeet of gur
being sble to work :m the claim, If we were a% heome on scesunt of the
storm, we concluled to Jefer -ur depar®ure st lesst until] efter
break{sst., [ had the best bes and the best meals st the Downie Hepuse
ef any thast I have has sénce I hseve bgem 1m the coyntry--

€alled at @ cobkhler & hed onme of my 2cots topped, Got home by noon,
When T wes coming up met Dsvls going to Downieville, When T arwived

8t home found Andy eating bls dinner, He and I sawed wood mesrly
twe euts Jff 8 spruce plne l-g--
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Bagsett came down fyom his home just as we were sitting down to Suppefee-
he ste with us. He ceme down to complete the purchese of our hslf of en
interest in the Fremont Co, st Wet Revine, which Mr, W. G. St111 offerecd
to sell to him. The price asgreeé upon By him & Bsssett wes four hundyed
& fifty dollers, of which three hundred & fifty wes to be psid immed=-
1ately. Bsssett, Andy, & I concluded to take the hslf interest, esch of
us frunishing en equsl portion of the money to be psld over--We sll went
to town to get the deed & pay our guots. Pseid s Notapry Pudlic ten dollors
for writing the deed snd sttesting the ssme, Baassett steyed in town,

Andy and I returned,

Fridsy Eve-March 20th 1857

Andy & I hsve been 3t work in the tunnel, I heve done the picking &
leaded the barron with dirt, Andy hess done the shovling & slso shoveled
the dirt into the sluices--There are meny boulders & they stick very
ighte-

Devis complsined of & headache & did not work., He got dinner & supper,

Bassett ceme 1In the Evening, he stayed in Downieville lest night & went
from there to Jet Revine & back here since morning-~It is overceste-
prospect of a storm,

Ssturdasy--Merch 21st 1887

A cold reIn began Iast night, hes been storming nesrly sll dsy. There
has been but little rein, mostly snow & heil-~George Scholes waes here in
the forenoon to return s couple of books he borrowed of me sometime sgo,
George Cochren was here slso. He broucht two letters whigh he hsd

taken out of the offlce for Dunbasr for me to enclose %o Bunber,

Bassett went off et noon, Dsvis & I went to town after dinneyr & 4id not
return till nrerly night--I bought three mag s2zines & four papers for
Bagssett, Borrowed the Wide, Wide, World & breught my wheelbsrrow home,
which had been losned for more then s yesr---Been reasding the pepers

since supper--~damp & cold.
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SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE HELPED YOUR

SIFRRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SNIDER'S ANTIQUES B JIM'S GROCERY
Downieville, Californis 5 Groceries, U.S5.G,A., Choice
Antiques«-Bought and Sold! ¢ Meats--Fresh Produce
PP T il S ) Downieville, Celifornis
R T S S
CANYON RANCH RESORT BUCKHORN LODGE AND LIQUOR
Archie ond TeVerne Monico - Hiwey 49, Sierrs City, Ce 862-1171
OPEN YEAR AROUND! Sportsmen Hesdquerters-Informstien
Cabingeemem= - Trout Pound Center for Sierrs Co. Bob snd Fraen
2 mi, south of Sierrsville Gingery---Gary end Carol Webster
phone-=99) =334
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SUNDAY, MARCH 22nd 1857
Andy wes up early ss ususl, but beforehe had breakfsst reedy, Willism
Baker, one of Bsssett's partners, csme slong on his wey to town & he
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stopped. I was not up yet. He stayed & chstted swsy an hour or sw.
Davis went to town~--A loed of goods csme up for us in the forenoone~«
The weether 1s quite cold, snow & hall f2lling the grester psrt ef the
time, Uncle Stephen came up from town 1In the efternoon to inform me
thet there was o clsim for ssle on the Wyoming Co. in the Mount
Vernon Mining District & thst I could get it by golng down to town &
seeing Mr. Fetter, the ewner, I started immedistely., Sew Mr, Fetter
and made a bargain with him for his interegt--paid the money 21l down
& recd o bill of ssle in return, Got beck home again by darke--It is
¢old and dnowing. Hsve been reading "Berneby Rudge" for the last two
days; am sbout hslf wey through.

Mondsy~-Merch 234 1857

H sve been gt work in the drift. Much and greast meny rocks--some
are large & difficult to move, Devis & Andy elesned out the riffles
& had slx dollars,

Tuesdsy Msrch 2hth 1857

We found one rock so lasrge thst we could not move it, I broke psrt
of 1t with the smsll sledge but was obliged to give it up. We drilled
& hole into it about nine inches deep snd blssted it out., The bedrock
appesrs to be very hard and constently vsrying in depth. Mr. Jones
came to see me, He wes here 8 couple of hours,., He took dinner with us-
Reining nesrly ell of the sfternoon,
Have just finished resading "Besrnsby Rudge"

Wednesday March 2Bth 1857

Worked in the drift until noon., The bedrack is hard & smooth.
Clesned up 8 1little & saw no geld, Concluded to give 1%t up., Pavis &
Andy sewed two cuts off of e large leg for stove wooed. It roined a
little in the morning but the sun soon asme out & the bhslance of the 4
day hes been plessent--

Thursdey Msrch . 26th 1857
Heve & felon coming on the middle finger of my right hsnd. I felt

1t sbout a week sgo but it hes not get very sore yet. Hsve kept busy
8ll day but worked less thsn ususl, I could not do any plcking, We

intend to make our cut smsller thsn ususl., Will loom off enough to
glve us room to get to the bottom & then if there is good psy ground,
xill tunnelltbe Pack 2ll eround when it psys--Been resding s work on

Physiology" by C.S. Fowler. Have not read it sll through but plcked
out the most interesting psrts, i

e T -

PR

SUPPORT THE BUSINESS LISTED BELOW WHICH HAVE 80
“—”‘\\Sd' GFNEROUSLY SUPPORTFD THE SIERR COUNTY HISTORICAL

i SOE.;.‘\ETY e
Licensed~-Insured-~Bonded HARRINGTON'S SIFRRA PINES
N :
FORREST S, MCMAHAN Sierra CIty, Co.
- Generel Contractor--phone 289-34l) DeLuxe Motel=--Trout Pend ‘!
Box 7687 Sierrs City, Cs
* SIERRA GOUNTY STORF-Groceries- FORKS RESTAURANT AND COCK~ '
Meats-Herdware-Launderette: TATL LONGE~-=JIM AND GLORIA
Art snd Rose Alen ' DICK IN DOWNIEVILLE, CA
Sierra City, Celif, T
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Sierra County Historicel Soclety News

The September meeting of the Sierra County Historical Soclety
was held on Sunday, September 16, 1973, st the Community Hsell in
3ierrs City, Caglifornis., Over thirty people enJoyed a delicious
"pot-luck" luncheon 2t 1:30 p.m. Thenks go to Jesnne McMshan,

Sophie Tschopp, and other Sierrs City members who srrsnged the
meeting., After the luncheon the business meeting was held.
|

Norme White, president, cslled the meeting to order snd intro-
duced Mr, Costledini of the U.S. Forest Service, who had previously
been invited to discuss with us the problem of debris left after log-
ging operstions 1In some sress of Sierrs County. Mr. Cestledini gave
and interesting snd informaslit~ talk. He explsined thst the Forest
Service has little jurisdiction over privstely owned lends. If
goclety members feel strongly sbout this problem they must get in
touch with the owners of land that is being logged and sppesl for s
better clesn up sfter logging operstions., Mr, Casstledini introduced
the problem of merking Indisn relics. Meny Indisn relics in the
Sierres County region have been destroyed by people who either deface
the relics or steal them. There is 3 question in most people's minds
whethey or not it would .= be wiser not to M°YX Indisn relics end thus
keep thelr whereabouts s . ...whst gusrded snd maybe ssve them from
would be wandals,

New officers were chosen. Mrs. Georgene Copren of Sierrsville,
Ca, chairmen of the nominsting committee, presented the following
slate of cendidates:

Bill Copren, Celping=-—e—-—--- president
Ruth Drury, Goodyesrs Bar--vice-preasident
Mary Hope, Alleghsny------- secretsry

Jeanne McMshan,; Sierrs City-treasurer

Darlene Messner, Mill Vslley-corresponding secretary
The slate of cendidstes wes unasnimously epproved by the members of
the Historical Society.

. The Society members discussed the Csliforni

which will be voted on in June. snd its impsct 02 izitgwﬁogguigsge
and ou{ own historical society. Sierra County will receive st 4
lesst $200,000 (the minimum given to any county) if these bonds

are approve@ bq the voters of Cslifornie, A siyeable smount of
this money 1s designated for historicsl preservation snd historicsl
restoration. The Soclety felt that it would be great if some of
t@is money could be used to further the plans for s museum chain in
Sierrs County. More informstion on these bonds end the—plans of

th 4 g > ‘I . 3
builgiiifa County Historicel Soclety will sppesr in our next
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