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ALLEGHANY HISTORY

Settlements were started before the present site of
Alleghany was chosen as the "town". The first settlements
were established in the vicinity of Kenton Camp. Most of
these settlements were wiped out by fire. At first, the
name of Alleghany was Jericho, and later it was given the
final name by Mr. Perry Bonham and Mr. Jim McCormick. The
first settlers settled here in April, 185%. Gold was struck
in October, 1855.

Alleghany was built in 1856. Joseph Evans was post-
master when the first post office was built in 1857. In the
sixties, the Kenton and the Dreadnaught began to produce.

In the seventies, the Oriental, Rainbow, Yellow
Jacket, Oceola and Tightner began some surface
prospecting for quartz. Last to develop was

the 16 to 1, which started in 1910 and has pro-
duced about 22,000,000 dollars worth of gold.
The Oriental dug 7%4,000 dollars from an area 14
feet by 22 feet. The Tightner has taken out
3,000,000 dollars or more.

In 1869, Thomas J. Bradbury located the 16
to 1 only 15C0 feet from his house. He found
later that the adjoining vein was in his own
back yard. The 16 to 1 is one of the richest
producing gold mines in the world.

The roads were very rough and narrow.
and the horses had to wear bells to let oncoming
traffic know so they could pull off the road to a wider space.
Horses and wagons were the town's transportation. North San

Juan and Plum Valley
were the stopping
places on the three

day trip to Alleghany. PRI

The present Alleghany gf“*%* e

Supply Company was 1: e — Y N

once a livery stable ' i

for freighters alone. ﬂ%&fﬂ??‘ A e

When important mail G =

was going out, a Wells Fargo messenger would accompany the
mailman. There were quite a few holdups. The Joss House,
which was located below Casey's Place, was a private school.
The Chinese were very populer in Alleghany, then called China-
town. Their town was located above the area where Mrs. Swan's
house is at present. They made their living by panning for
gold, then later they leased mines from the white people.

They were quite friendly until one of the Chinese killed a
White butcher, then they had to move out of the community,
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later returning in the
eighties to be friendly.
: ; There were two hotels,

Lz | a general store, a liv-
S ery stable, and a butch-
mﬁmaﬁ er shop. The first

:j' R school was built where

L sws=—==5 Martin Rohrig's house is

// now standing. The build-
= ing, which housed the
- Methodist church in
addition to the school,
was caved in by heavy
SNOoW.

Most people worked
placer mines. One mine
they worked was the very

A , : rich Oriental Mine. In
the Orlental the men had to chisel the gold out of rocks.
Alleghany in the earlier days was strictly placer mining.

Harry Apple struck it rich in
the Ophir Mine on Kanaka Creek.
Next, the Golden King and the
Docile Mines, which were located
on Kanaka Creek, were worked as
quartz mines. They were worked
many years and gradually ceased
operations. H.L.Johnson hit a
rich deposit of gold in the
famous Tlghtner Mine in 1909.
‘\ The 16 to 1 was named by taking
’/j' sixteen ounces of silver to one ounce
of gold. This famous mine hit after
the Tightner, and has been working
and producing ever since. The famous
.\ “ % Tom Bradbury located the 16 to 1

mine. A single chunk of quartz
was found weighing 164 pounds.
It produced #26,800 in

‘& gold in 1927.
Alleghany was quite an
active town in the early days.

They had a very active orchestra

‘ and band for their lively dances
% ’—“‘\:\ and parties.
(( -~ % Alleghany, for the last
—_— N === . century, has been dependent
—_— \é — === on the gold mines. Before
T pume, 2w L
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World War II, Alleghany had over 500 people. To-
day it has about 150, and the town still depends
on gold and mining.

The town was almost completely destroyed by a

fire, which left only four houses standing; one of
which is the Rohrig house.

The present telephone building is standing
where the first house was built in Alleghany over
a hundred years ago. The catholic Church was

brought to Alleghany from Morris Flat by horses,
and was rebuilt here in 1917 by
s Mike Shea. Foote's Crossing ‘171\
' LI was built and
1ﬂ'ﬂjﬁﬂh braced by piling
: flat rocks up
by masons. The
Foote's was
established as
an all year
route to
Alleghany. It
was a master-
piece of con-
struction. The
first road into
Alleghany was :
the Henness Pass Road. The late Arthur D.
Foote, who contracted the road and for whom it
' was named, spent his personal fortune to see
that the contract was fulfilled. Afterwards,
his money was appropriated by the boards of
supervisors of Nevada and Sierra Counties. Over a period of
years, the people, mines, and the U.S.Forest Service left.
The Foote's road started from Columbia Hill and was completed
in 1913.

* * * * * * * * * * %* * * * b * * *

The preceeding article is from The Golden Hornet, 1958,
the annual yearbook printed and published by the students of
Alleghany High School, and is reprinted here through the
courtesy of Mr. David B. Dickson, who was principal at
Alleghany at the time of publication. Information for the
original article was gathered primarily at the Downieville
courthouse by the students in connection with their history
classes. A note of interest: Alleghany had only one senior
in 1958, Jerry Huneke.
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How It Really Was on the Yuba by
a Downieville Miner

We hope our readers have enjoyed the hitherto unpublished diary
of a Downieville Miner. This diary was written from April 12, 1856
to March 2, 1859 and gives an excellent insight into the daily life
of the typical miner on the Yuba during the hectic gold rush days,

We will run portions of this diary in all three of our bulletins
in 1973. We wish to again thank Mrs. Marian Lavezzola's family. We
wish to also thank Mr. Harry Klein and his hardworking Sierra County
History Class for all the hard work of translating the diary, and then
copying it on memeo masters for publications.

And so begins part four of the Dairy of a Downieville Miner-

Sunday Eve December 2lst 1856-

It was late when I retired tobedlast night & late when I arose
this morning--Have been at home all day have readsome principally a
Haspen Mag--

The weather is moderating-- the wheels even nearly clear of ice
when I wept out after dinner to see how things were looking- dread the
thoughtof staying here another yeax. its probable that I shall be
obliged to doso in order to finish my present claim & work another one
which I have taken--

Baked a loaf of bread. Am too sleepy to read tonight went to bed
early--

Monday Eve December 22nd 1856-

There was ice but notso much as hasbeen commonof late-= the weather
has moderated considerably I think. In the afternoon the skybecame
cloudy & looks like rain--

worked the greater part of the day- AS maybe Expected it is
verylonesome towork all alone~-- it makes me homesick more than anything
else. If my claim was finished now I think I shouldleave without
hesitating but the period of my departure maybe longway in the future
yet. Stopped the wheels when I quit work this Eve== for I do not intend
to work tomorrow-- as I am goind to town to appear as a witness in the
Contested Election case which I Expect will be tried tomorrow- A.S.
Headson wishes to deprive the present incumbent of the office of County
Surveyor for which he was a candidate & defeated at the Polls--~

Tuesday December 23d 1856-

Rain during most of the njght. The tiver was rising when I got
up & it was still raining--After breakfast hurried up to Miotts to
inquire if Bapett had gone to town yet & learnedthathehad. The Election
Board of this Precinct called by the defendant to attend the trial in
the case of "The contested Election' which was expected to come offtoday.

I appeared in court with the other witnesses but there learened

that our appearance t.day was useless as the plaintiff in the case
askgdfgr a chgnge oﬁ venire. I shall probably have to attend

.
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again in about aweek Recd. fourpapers frca the P.O.

As Mr Still the defendant had called tous totown to tesfify
in his case which he invited us to five in number to dine with him
which invitation we accepted andhada good dinner--arrived home about
middle and afternoon == The rain had ceased & the sky was partially
cleared & I started the wheels again but now it seens as if mylabor
was useless for the rain is coming down in quite a shower--~Been
looking over the Tribunes which I rec= today--

Wednesday December 24th 1856~

Took a look at the diggings-stopped a smallleak in the flum
& was going to work when it began to rain & I thought it best to
get some wood-- Paid a visit to Whiting A. Fellow & Co. they have
done but little lately, But are nearly done. they Expect to finish
in a couple of days-- Myobject in going up tosee them was to inquire
whether Whiting A. F.-- would come & work for me after they make a
finish up there. He couldnot answer me definitely as he, would
have to go to Eurekafirst to seeabout his claims there. was
nearlynight when I returned home-- In my absence the bandof the
lowerpump had given away-- the diggings were filling up rapidly
so I stopped both wheels & hauled the lower pump with its broken
band out of the way--

Since supper have read the latter halfof the 15th Chapter
of the "Decline & Fall"-~

Thursday December 25th 1856~

Snow fell about two inches deep afterbedtire-- when I got up
the sun was shining on the Mountain tops-- sky perfectly clear--
In the forenoon wrote a letter to sister Mary in answerto two which
I have recieved since I last wrote-- was up the Middle Fork in
the river, Did not make an engagement with anyone. On my wayback
stopped Miotts-- Five or six men were playing cards-- Some of them
had great difficvlty in sitting up-- One man was asleep on a bench
& another oldman was lying on the floor-- the proprietor of the
house was also in bed sleeping off last nights debauch--

Friday December 26th 1856-

There hasbeen neither rain nor snow to day-- the sky has been
clouded up most of the time, looks now as if it would snow soon
probablytonight. Busied myself in making a pumpbelt-- As I had
no canvas-- was obliged to dig up the hose which has beenburied
underthe snow since the first storms-- It was frozen & coveredwith
ice. I thawed & dried it by the fire--

Dr Yarington was here a few minutes in the forenoon he
hadnotbeen here in four months before--

Cochran had the County Survey Mr Still up to survey his Ranch-
they make one line alongbythe house where I live & their lower
corner a little lower down-- Finished the pumpbelt & gotboth
pumps working before dark-- Since supper finished myreading of
the 16th Chapter of the "Decline & Fall“-~



Saturday Eve Dec. 27th 1856-

Snow hasfallen to the depth of four incheg before I got up--
has been snowing nearly all day-- is falling very fast now-- split
some wood & carried it to the house.

Davis & Pride my neighbors were here in the forenoon. they
wanted me to write a letter for each of them. I did so. they spent
a couple of hours here this evening. they came for their letters-
on- of which I finished while they were here. they have just gone.
Both are from Virginia, Neither of them voted for Fremont but both
are hastile to the extensions of slavery--

Read a few paged in the 17th Chap. of the Decline Fall.
weather is not cold--

Sunday Eve Dec. 28th 1856~

Ceased snowing before morning-- The storm of yesterday & the
evening before added nearly too fast to the quantity that we
hadbefore-- make a vicit to Davis & Co before I hadmy breakfast--
wantedtoborrow a couple ofpapers & as they intended go to town
I was obliged to go early-—- They hadjust breakfast-- Snow thawed
a little-- I started the wheels just before dark-- Have been down
to Davis since to get a paper the Pacific which theypromised to
get from the P.0. for me--

Monday Eve Dec. 29th 1856-

Sun shonz brightly in the early morning but longbefore noon
it was abscured bythe clouds asusual-—- I started the wheels last
night & expected to begin work right after breakfast, but alas for
human Expectations! when I wenttothe diggings I saw that the
wholeplace was asfull of water as it was last evening-- the lower
pump was working well enough but the upper wheel was at rest. a
large stick flcated through the gate at theheadof the flume & got
fast under the buckets. I removed the stick without any difficulty

& when the wheel revolved well as ever- thus I was hinderedfrom work
another half day spent the time reading Libbon finished the 17th Chap-
worked in the Claim all ofthe afternoon. George Macy came up here
looking for a place to work. I hired him to workforme at fifty
dollarspermonth. He promised to bring his blankets to morrow-- Is
cloudy not a star to be seen--

Tuesday December 30th 1856~

Hadbreakfast late. I saw Davis & Co. at work before ; began to
get mybreakfast. Turned the water out of the flume by taking off a
side biard near the head & putting the same board diagonally across
the bottom to throw all ofthe stream out, I patched & cancelled the
places where I thought itwouldbe likely to leak, finished that part of
the operations in the afterncon. took up the board which let a large
portion of the water to run down theflume again, did not put the side
boardin its place as I thought I shouldwant help to do so--

The paper man came along~ he had a new work entitled the "Golden
Resources of California”™ it is in pamphlet form & contains a little
less than one hundredpzges. the author is a minor whém I have often
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& comunicatedwith in Downieville I bought the work & have read it
aloud this evening to Mr. Pride of Davis' Co. who came up to hear

m-u-u-
It is snowing very fast. the wind is beginning to blow--

Wednesday Dec. 31lst 1856-

Snow fell to the depth of several inches during the night but
was settled vervmuch before morning by a lightfall ¢f rain which
sat in before daybreak-- has been snowing andraining at different
periods was too stormy to be out much-- I baked a loaf of breadin
the forenoon-- Gecrge Macy came up from Downieville in the forenoon-
He brought his blankets a:! expects to work for me as soon as the
weather will permit. Dr. Yarington came along in the afternoone on
his way to Downieville-- I gave him twenty five dollars & recd his
receipt in full of all claime against me-- Fixed theflume & started
the wheels it is raining-- Have read the 19th Chap. of "Decline &
Fall--

Thursday Jany. 1lst 1857-

A slightfallofsnow was seen on the ground this morning. I was
not up early, but had breakfast over & was out at work by eight
o'clock--George Macy who came up yesterday began to work to day-The
river had been running over the digging & filled it up partly with
mud and gravel- we were kept busy for three hours in shoveling this
loose stuff away. Then we took the boxes down & moved them over
nearer to the flum which is the side that remains to be worked- got
them fixed up again & the water to running through them but did not
wash much- George bhusier himself in stripping off the top & I was
cleaning out a drain in which operation I had to lift some very
heavy rock, I think I lifted rather more than I should-- As I have
not been at work in several days I was more easily worn out, infact
Ifeel pretty well tired outfor one days work. George complains
somewhat, have read the 20th chap. of the "Decline & Fall" there is
more philosophy in it that I can well comprehend of fix were in the
mind at one reading & especially when my attention is distracted by
conversation as it has been this Evening, I was obliged to reread
several positions & then without any adequate notions ofthe
senseofthepassenger. As I grow older I am constantly advised by
experience of my want of judgment & memory I have as yet learned
scareely anything of those sciences & foreign languages which ought
to be familiar to every schoolboy & as for thought & original ideas
I have never presumed to advance beyond the beaten track--

Friday January 2nd 1857-

Snowing at surise, not very fast in the forenoon, but in the
afternoon it came down rapidly. Did not work in the diggins cut
down a small oak tree out of which I made a butte for splitting
wood. split on small log & carried pieces in the house. As I was
not up at a very early hour & there was absorbed with thick, dark
clouds night cecemed to coming on so very soon. I have busied
myself with sewing, snowballing with George--who is fond of fun &

C‘



frolic- & with reading since dark the 21lst Chap. of the "Decline &
Fall--

In the afternoon we both started contemplated paying a visit
to our neighbors (Davis & Co) I carried a couple of papers down
which I borrowedofthem on Sunday last but when we arrived there
found the doorslocked & theinhabitants ctbsent. George found the
key which they had scooted under a few of bark and opened the door
upon which I thru the pap:=rs upon a stool, and then shut the door
& left--

The storm has been increasing in violence are of the Evening.
snow has nearly twice turned to rain & I expect that a deluge will
follow. Begin to poor that I cannot work anymore this winter it is
disagreeable but I must submit to the chorusoffate then has been as
much stormy weather this seasons, as there was in the abstract
season of "52 so those who were here then & here now assest & which
I suffered in turn. It is impossible to do anything at all--

Saturday January 34 1857-

There was rain & snowfalling nearly all night, the wind was
very high at different, so high that Ibegan to fear that the house
was in danger. however when I awoke at an earlyhour this morning
after the uneasyslumbersofthonight I saw that thehouse was ?2?2?7??
as yet & that the rain which had fallen had not raised the river
very much,

notwithstanding the constant storm the weatherdoes not seem
tobe cold but I expect that is because I do notmention for from the
fire--

was down to Davis' Cabin in the forenoon while George calledon
Miott to get a book "Plutasohs Lives" which he (Miott) borrowedofme
some four months ago & never returned, George returned with the
intelligence that the book hadbeen loanedby MsM, & was not there,
after dinner we concludedto go toDownieville to get letters (if any)
& papers from the P.C. the mail was in late I recd. nothing.

George got one letter from his relations in N. Brahams. I read one
letter for Mrs. Isacc Davis which I broughtupforhim, but he was not
at home & consequently missed the pleasure of hearing from his
family & friends in Virginis--George has spent the evening in
moulding vall forhis Colts revolver & loading the pistol-- I have
read the 22nd Chap. of "Decline & Fall".

The storm hasbeen increasing in violence since noon-- a great
guanity ofsnow hasfallen to day George purchased an Arithemetic in
town & intends to devote his attention to the study & application
of its principals-—-

Sunday Bve January 4th 1856- *

The storm continu~d to rage during the night, the wind blew
with great violence--It grew colder & the snow ceased to melt off
of the roof of the tent.

George was up before me & had a fire made & breakfast started
when I arose from mycouch ofblankets The wind has driven the snow
about so muchto day that the silly rain was impentsable to the
visions-- spent most of the time within doors. read the 23d chapter
of "D. & Fall" George was studying his Arithmetic--

* Author's dates in January are so written.-- Ed.
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d to the house in the afternoon, not because

i carried some wWOOQ :
We split and o

we neededit particularly but because we required exercise & snowballing at
amusement we spent an hour could not give us a sufficient amount--

Monday Eve January 5th 1856~

I saw the moon before going to bed, the stars were shining & the clouds
appearedtohave dissepatie so as to excite hopes of fair weather once more, but
it tormid nearly asbadto day as ever-- readthe 24th chap- of
"Decline & Fall: in the forenoone-- Went to town in the afte;noon—- Recd ac?uple
ofpapers atthe P.O. Bought a late Tribune which has the Presidents Message in-

I have read the most ofit to night. Davis & Pride came up & I read the llessage

to them--

Tuesday Eve Jany. 6th, 1858-

Morning clear & frostie-- I went out to the diggings and started
the wheels. They were loaded with snow but I soon knocked thatoff &
had them running, while I came in George had breakfastready. the pump
had allofthe water out bynoone, in he mean time we sat in the house
reading. I was interested in the last Tribune, & George in his Arith=-
metic---worked in the afternoon. Have about one days moss work. before
we can begin the next dam. There has been so little progress made in
the diggings for the last month that it seems as if I never wouldmakea
finish of the claime--- The sky was clear mostofTuesday, butsince dusk
there has been quite a snowstorm though it is clear now--- the moon is
near its full & on the bright snow presents a beautiful sicht. The
trees are not yet divested of their cumbrows loads of snow which fell
within the pastweek, with their limbs drooping merely down look not
unlike what I have fancied the Alpo to be which are written & spoken
about so much.

When Iwas in town yesterday afternoon. I got three papers all
Tribune which are alwaysfilled with much interesting matter I have not
been able to read anything else since- but I have at last finished
the papers & will be at leisureto talk up Gibbon tomarrow.

Cooking beans, the wood is dry & burns rapidly there is a great
plenty of wood but it requires a good deal of labor to chop & split &
then carry it to the house.

Wednesday Jany. 7th 1857

Weather has changed some again from moderatly warm to very cold,
water hasbeen freezing all day. Gearge & I made a fair days work
but we could not see where we quit in the Evening what we had done. I
loaned some bedrock lentsawedgold-an clearing off a place to build a
footdam. soon after going out in he afternoon I discovemed a large leak
in theflume right under the lower wheel. about a sliver headofwater came
outofit. had great difficulty in stopping it & in do so was mud drenched
from head to foot. could not stop all the leak but shut off enough to
enab..e thepump to take the balance-- A neighbot called on us this Evening-
George is reading a novel & I have been lurding mypank by putting a
piece of drilling over the river.



Thursday, Jany 8, 1857

The wheels werc leaded with ice when we began working the morning scothat
I expected that the shapts woulcbreak. after a great deal of trouble the ice
was practically removaed--the weather is constantly growing colder--It hasbeen
forming all day-cleared off a place foradam took the boxes down & washed out,
washed the rifle out a2lso. Carried the boxes up to the arocund ve expect to
work never George hagan to dig deep for the dam--It is really to cold to work--

Friday dJany. 9th, 1356

Everythingkind froze up-- the wheels were both froze fast in the flure.
Did not work--was in town in the Evening~--

Saturday Jany. 10th, 1856

Did not rise till long after sunrise. Tlas upnlate the Evening before & after
returning tobed slept very souidly. made no attempt to work to dav. Sharpened
the ax in theforenoon at Uncle Stephen Dodsons Cabin. Had auite a chat with
hir the first one of any consequence in twelwve ronths.

A company of frenchmen who have been wisking on Stove Pipes Flat during
thepast vears or tweo have quite their claims & began a new place in the Flat
immediatly below nmyhouse, they dosigned to run their tailings into the mast
of the river which I have taken up forflumming next yvear. I saw their inten-
tions & remonstrutice against the proceedingsat first they were hostile &
seemed determined to go on in their own way but finally theytook the wiser
conrise & abandoned the pla" of slicing their tactings upon ny claime--

Chopped & split about half a cord of wood. Gesrge carried it to the
house——-

'lade a visit to Davis & Co's this Evening left George there playing cardsfor
oysters. ;

Sunday Jany 11, 1857

Lay in bed till long a2fter sunzi<e. George was up had £ire made with breakfast
under weigh before I was & dressed myself: started for tovm soon afterbreakfast,
no ice last night. clcudy & warm. snow setting Iast--- the trail begins to be
verysoft, walkin- difficult. From "2 appearance of the clouds & the state of
the weather generally I +hink there will be a break up before long nrobably
a great fresheb--anythiny almestwith be preferable to bhls uncertainly--

Bought two bocks. One by Douglass CGeorrold Entitled 'lMen of Character”
the other ‘"hite Slave of England"

lMonday January 12th, 12957

Have been idle all doire- very cloudy & warm—-

Reading "thite Slaves of Enaland" thoucht it uscless to begin work in the
diggins until the weathszr scttles-there is a good deal of work to be done
before any washing could be done & by the time everything was ready ancother
great storm would coms & stirun p evzrything away altogether. It is much
colder now than it was in the davy

Tuesday Jarnuaxy 13 1857

v all day--got up some

rlte Slaves of Englands"
States is nowhere, but

Rained a little laos
wood in the forenc::
by John C. Cobizna. .
the British system c:ntot las ?m_h




Yednesday January 14th 1857

It was storming thrcughout the nicht. the air is obscured by mist. It
was so foggy at times to dny that I ceuld hanly see Davis & Co., cabin
which is about foxty rod: cm here-- The xvex rose during the night &
has been going up all duy- a great deal of rain has fallen already & from
appearances wecannot hope that the storm will abate before the first of
march April or ilay. I have given up all hopes of working the river anymGre
this winter & will th®ink myself fortunate if the dam & flume did not car-=
ried away by the river--- The river begins to roar again which is its con-
stant mine when its waters are high--

George left for tcwn in the forcenoone said he would return before
night- Have read two Chrpters in *Dacline & Fall" z:iad the 29th & 39th
was at Davis the afternoonz, they worked most of the day-they are not
getting much gold--~ tall: discourageingly but hcpe to do better by & by--

I have some little idea of going home with the intention of spending
a couple of months there with mp family & there returning here in the
early spring of the sumner in oxder to work out the flume which I have
begine but am uncertain which course I had better follow-- "to be or not
to be?" is the questicn

Thursday Jany. 15th, 1857

I hoped when I retired to bed last Eve that the storm would cease
before the beginning of anothaer day but my wishes were distined tobe
disappointed. he siorm inczeascd rather instead of abating its fury &
when I first saw the river I was astonished at its swollen appearance--

It had raised a goodcdeal in the night. iy fizst thought was of theflume,

I hastened out there & fsound that it was in a critical situations. The
flume was filling to overflowing=-I was rumnning over on all sides, It
hadsunk in one place & I was ~fraid that, that would be the cause of its
going away, The water was runiing around one endoftheflume & over the top
in large quanities. 7The wheels were clevated as high as we could get them
but they were moving with gntat rapidity--- I managed to have a pump belt--

I have no hope of saviag thzflume, have expecting that it would be
carried away at all times driving the day-the wazer is highér than it was
in the morning & is still rising Scme of the long and heavy timbers
on which the lower end of the flume laid, we moved out 6f this places when
Ifinish work out. Was down at Davis & COs' & soie of them were up here.
two of them ate supper with m2, Read the 31st Chap of "Decline & Fall:

Friday January 16th, 1257

The weather changed in the nightturned colder & the rain was suc-
ceededby a lightfallofsnow. The river was no high in the morning than
it was last night. TL> Livme which I hardly expected to see again was
stili in its plac2 theugh the water was running over it everywhere--
Rained about half ofthe day.

The sun camc out at nceone. The two companies on the IFlat worked
up the afternoone-- I spent the tine in reading--~ In the fornoon I
ranover the 32nd Chap-- of '"Decline & Fall® in the afterncon liead the
Preface & Introduction to \hatitys ilements of Logic-- George Schols
called him about middle cf ~fternoone. he was out running-I loadned the
"hite Slaves of Erngland" 4o him.

Made-a-visit (a k-ief ond)to the Lower Co. on the Flat, since supper
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Tuesday Lve Jany. Cthh 185 0=--

George & I weni eut to the diggings soon after brealkfast atteimted
to right the fluie in one place vhen a prop Leneath the stringer had
Leen washedout & the stringer in c.nsecuence t.as uvut bythe great vricht
of water above, we roriec 2t it sous time & did not give it up until
vere nearly frozene-- The flune is nearly full & there is a great deal
running in channel besides. 7There is too much vater yet for the flune
to carry Perhgss nounore work can ngo Cone. I am afraid not this wvinter.
Have been in town this afternoone. Reced a letter froa ny vife. The
sun has bLeen shining allday--

H
f".

.ednesday Jany-2lst-1050

£ hard crust tade on the snovlastnight-- i heavyuian can w:allc on it
1yith safety-- George & self assisted Davis & his father to raise their
derrik-~ we spent about two heours doun there. Chopped a log off & split
it into pieces ‘hen C=orqge carried it to the hcusz- ilade an effort to
stop one of the large brealts in the fluie but did not succeed there is
more water than I was ayarce of. Thefluiiecan not carxxy all of it- The
most ofthe day hasspent in idliness-- Pinished reading thefirst voluae-
ofthe "Decline & Fall" & have read pariofthe 1st chapter of the 2nd
vol, It is more than a yecrsince I began to read the 1s: Vol.,--=

Thursday Eve Jany, 22nd, 1850

Loling about asusuial, Called on Uncle Stephea Dodson in thefornoon,
had quite a chat ::ith him--~ visited George Cochrone, he has taken up a
piece of groundfor a ranche. The statutes of the state allow three
uonths time to make two hundred dollars vorsh of improvements in, &
Cochraneis time e:pirces to day- he wanied me to estimate the value of
the work vhich he has clone so that I might assist him by ny testimony
vhen he goes to law with iixr Chase "what is trying to jump the ground®
I dislike tou serve as a witness & will not unless subpernael George
has gone to Downieville-~ Baking Brecad

Friday Eve January 23d 18506--

toke upabout eight o clk. Read about ti:enty pages in the 2nd vol. of
“Decline & Fall"™ & then stopped some of the greatlealks in the flune.
The watexr runs cver cff the upper end oftheflume & also near the lower
end. There is moze vater now than there hasbecnat any time since the
fluile hasbeen in a peri iionths., Jtis a greatpity that

it was not vorked outlsst swmaier, If it vere finished nowv I shouldleave
for the Atlantic States«--

The weather is 217 vhitfunl The sun is bLeginning to shine on the
house again- snow is still Zuo feet deep in places but on the hills
exposed to the swpn 4t is fast disapp“wr*ngu Forafewdays past I have
been playing alittle attention ‘othe Zleuents of Logic by iz, Whitiy,

A knowledge ofthetheory ans practice would and undoubtly Lenefit me
verymuch but I do not think that I will be able to gain sone extension
aquaintance with iL rulecz for vhen wverk Loagins everything literary is
obliged to succeed, Gooros returnad freir town since dusii. He cane
here shortlybefc:ze Nei.. i»ars to acsist .ic to work in the river bLut as I
cannotgo on he is trying to find another situa+ion.

j G
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oi his auditi » and interlasding his languar: with what he calls "sublinc
expressions” & "brilliant images" he sometimes impresses his hearing with
the opinion that he nmust have more in him than the world knows of-he is
very loath to acknowledge a superior & to itose wihom he considers his
inferiors or even equals he assumes an over hearing torn & disposition
which of course cannot but goldall of those with whom he may come in
contact--

He has realized a good deal of money I expect during the past two
vears (at least such is the report) But I am afraid that the last enter-
prise which he has begun big (contesting the Election held in the Zast
Fork Precinct) will end disastiransly botilt for his reputation & for his
pocket however it is no fault of mine if he does get himself in trouble
Lir. Still gave me eight dollars to pay for tiwe two trips downe-- I star-
ted f.r home immediatly & arrived about half past three. cooked & ate
my d nner & made a siiort visit up t: Uncle Stephens

I was in hopes yesterday that the storm was over but it is raining
again to night. I expect that I will have to take my flume out yet in
order to save it It is growing cold- read on members of the Pacific

Sunday Eve Jany. 13th 138506

After writing journal last nicht I read one chaptier ofthe "Decline & Fall"
which details the character conquest & court of Aitita the king of the Huns,
who was also called the "ScowgeofGod" I undressed & turned into bed about
ten oclock but owing to the excitmentof the dayl could not sleep tried
everypossible situation in which more can lis but all to no effect, when
several hours hadbeen passed thus I consulied the watch & saw that it was
already one oclock Sunday morning liysleep when I did succeed in going off
was one unquiet dose in which I remained wrapped until half after Eight--

The sky was still hazy but presenied more favorable indications
thanyesterday. I concluded to go to Downieville in order to get my mail
mnatter then mightbeformed in the P.0O. but when I arrived there I ascertained
thatthe Atlantic iia’l hadnot y=t arrived but was Expected daily-- Discharged
mybill of the butchers- persued the last Sierra Citizens throughe & soon
after in company wi.h I.il. Bassett started for home again.

There are twoflumes obstracted me on the East Fork when theproprietors
of which informed me thatthey Expected to finish them this winter yet

Bapit took dinner with me, he stopped all of th: afternoon-- had con-
siderable to say- cheifly onc c ming his early youth- ile stayed till sunset.

vionday Eve Jany. 19th, 1356

The weather is notfairly scttiled yet cloudy in the forenoon & glight-
fallofraire in the morning--Snow is two feet deep & soft. One can hardly
get along where there is no trail-- I have been Expecting George to return
from town & comience work for me again But he did not arrive till dark--

I am doubtful whether it wouldbe besi to go on working ihe ruin or
t0 take theflume out in order to save th: lumber and timber from the freshets.

If the weather was setitled fairly I would endeavor to do sone more
worle but I am afraid that I cannot do any more this winter.

The newsman come along & I bought thelatest il.Y. Tribunc- Read it
through in the afternoon & visited Davis & Co. sirra dunk is order to give
them the news. They hadbought a M.Y. llerald so I read to them from that),
Read one Chap. in Gibbone--

—
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Branchos Pride one of that Co. has been here, He is a native of Western
Virginia a tall & well made young man, with no education scarcely at all.
can barelyread orwrite, is slow of speach & drawls his words out to an
unmaturrallength, is veryproliz where one started in a familiar subject
his ideas are few Limited, Repetes the same intresting story over & over
again until I am pretty well informed as to the private arraingement not
onlyof his own family but of his neighbors--

Is growing colder-- the stars were shining but now they are again
obsecured by dark & angry clouds--

Saturday January 17th 1857

I was not up very early. The sunshone awhile. but soon the clouds
obscured the bright luxury and the thick mists & quitti rain which felt
gave nothing that the storm was not yet ended. The river was lower
than it was last night & it has been gradually falling all day--An ex-
amination this morning I found that the upper wheel had recieved an
injury in the night so that onlyhalf of it was left. The flume is con-
siderably shattered--

This was the day appointedtotake dispositions in the East Fork
Preciuct contested Election Case. I arrived in Downiville about noone.
Went directly to the offfice of Col. Taylor who is one of the Defendants
attorney p there found Dr. Zarington. As Dodson & Mr. Still the Defendant.
The cause i3 tobe tried in the adjoining court of Nevada-The deposition
were recorded by Mr. Lamb Parsons. Mr Tyler the coller guny of Col. Taylor
in this case was the Expaning attorney for Defendant. Plaintiffs witnesses
were not present. I was the first one e¢xplained. Mr Tyler has a quit
cocl. & collected mannexr, & though a young man I judge to be a shrewed &
able lawyer, I have a natural hesitation in speaking before strangers
especially when Ifirst commence, I always was troubled with a difference
of manner but I am rather worse in that respect now than I was long ago
when I was a school boy & this awkwardness today by the inflation was
increased to day by the reflection that if I should chance to make a
slip of the tongue or any inadvertent remark whatever prejudicial to the
cause of A.S. Dodsome. (the Plaintiff) that her would treasure it up &in
thefuture pay it outwith interest whenever he spite &spleen couldgratify
the inalinations of his soul with benefit to himself & loss to his en-
emies--however. I got along in a slow and easy manner & after Mr. Tyler
finished his interrogatorries A.S. Dodson in the absence of his lawyer
Mr. Platt proceeded to cross Examine Me. I suppose from his manner that
he thinks himself shrewed & subtle for he exerted all of his ingeuinty
(which don't amit to much) to involve me in intricacies when 1 would
probably stumble & unable him to gain some points in his favor- after it
was all over I could not envy him his success but I was surprised that
he should reason to taunts & insuitations & finally closed by asking me
to state the nature of the intimacy which had existed between us & its
results, as that was not a reluc-ant question I was permitted to answer
it at my optione. I forbode to tell the whole of my opinion but merely
said that he had wronged me. A.S. Dodome has some good qualities I must
confess I believe that heis in the maine honorable especially when his
interest is not concerned he has unpleasant and agreable address but after
the few usual common place remark are made he is dull & uninteresting in
fact can not containe a conversation exceptly changing the subject his
knowledge is easily exhausted on any subject but by dividing the attention
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Saturday Eve Jany. 24th 1857

George got up, built fire & prepared breakfast when he informed me
that it was ninc ot'clodk & nearly time for a miner to rise-- The weatherx
still continues pleasant & beautiful thouch of course I cannot say how
long it will continue; perhaps only a iew daySe--

Read the 4th chap. of "Decline & Fall" in the Forenoon George has
been in town since noone. He brought me number oi the Pacific which he
read at the P.0. I have read it through since his return. Have also
read the 5th chap. of Decline & Fall' which is occupied with the jur-
ispre dinex of the Roman world--

Ye have had splendid weather all of this weelz. It is a disgrace to
renain idle during such favorable weather but I d: not see how I am to

avoid the calowity---
Sunday Zve January 25TH 1057---

Did not rise before Eleven o'cllk--- George left for Downiville soon
afier breakfast. In the forenocon was engaged reading the Gth chap of
‘Necline & Fall” washed a lolL of siirts & —=--- The sun was out very

bright about noon. since then it has became coudy & now it is raining--
It seens determined to storm all winter. Spent an hour at Davis' cabin.

vionday LEve Jany 26th 1857

o sign of rain in tie morning & tiheday has been clear. I caulled
theflume in the fornoone. stopped nearly all oftheleakage-Alex illiott
was here in the fornoone. he returned "Plutarchs Lives'' which he borrowed
somelive monthago ‘llas up to Uncle Stephens sharpen my ax & he is doing
nothing at present---

Fixed the upper wheel this afternoone. Lorenzo Parks came along &
wanted to hire out I engaged him to come on trial. George has notreturned-
from towne yet-- Ilave had a headachc all day, will do with out supperx
to night-- Read the beginning ofthe IX Chap. of the 2nd Vol. of "Decline
& Fall' Took a cold yesierday--

At different time durinmg the last twodays I have felt a prettysharppain
in myleftside, have it again tonight,

Tuesday January 27th 1356---

Began work about middle of th:2 i1ornoone. Dug a lot of dirt for the
new dame Vas cloudy all day andbegan to raine in the afternoon, has not
rained much yet but lookes as if it woulde. 'as at liiotts in the aficr-
noone- Borrowed the last 'Vleekly Bullitin of himn---

Lorenze Parks tlie man that I hired yesterxrday camealong towards night--
lHe is from Iowa & like aliiost everyone from thatState is excluding slow.

I do noti Ixpect that he is anyhardworkerbut if th» weather will permit I
will give him a trial-- Yas down Lo Davis this IEvening--

Vlecdnesday January 28th 1357
‘'asawakenedbyLorenzo who called e about day break as he agreed to

do when he reiired tobedlasinighti--- Iwas at the Empire }ill in the morn-
ing--- we were digging dirt for the dam mostof the forenoon. Carried
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about a dozen handbarrowloads to the lower cndoftheflum to replace that-

which hadbeen washed ofi of the old dam--- _
Started boih wheels in the afternoon but as the flum is nearly full

-

everywiere & running over inplaces when th: current is not agitated the-~
starting of the wheels & particularlyoftheupper one made the water c me
out the sides oftheflum in such quantities that the pumps though they
were driven rapidly were of no avail---

This is the first real days labor I have done since the beginning
ofthe stonce--am well well worn out for one days exercisg---

Lorenzo {iiynevman) is deeply interested in Davis! Arithmetic (Is
worl which George bought when he first came here but soon neglected)
I have read about ten pages of "Decline & Fall'™ the latter part ofthe
eight chapt of Vol. 2nd

riny,

Thursday Jany. 30th 1857

The water waslow-—-started th: wheels & had ihe ground dry bymiddle
of Torenoon-—--cleaneéd ithe gravel out of .hie place of our intended dan
rfixed 'up the wall when it hadbeen thrown downbythe water & carried about
forty handborrow loadsof dirt--- the dirt was wet & of course heavy=---
trail very bad--- about two oclock the water raised & washed considerable
ofthe dirt away '

Friday January 31lst 1857

Sufferedfrom an attack ofheadache all night Itbegan about middle
ofyesterday afiernoone, retired io bedwithoutsupper, iiyforeheadthrobbed-
violently--- There was itoo much water for us to work--- Lorenzo chopped-
&split s me woodin theforenoon--- I called at Uncle Stephens, also at
iiotts & borrowed the January NO. of Harper, sat Lorenzo to digging
dirt in the afternoon I wenttobed &readilarper butbeforedoing so I swal-
lowed about one itablespooniulo: Salts-~-- lead ached worse in he afierncon
than in the morning--- The sun hasbeen very hot--- the river is high &
still rising--- The flum is Full & running ovVeI-—-—-

Saturday January 31st 1857---

Lorenzo was un & had fire made before I awoke--- he prepared the
breakfast--—~ The River was still very high---~ as we were not able to go
on with mining in the river Lorenzo concluded to quit--- he had worked
two days & a half--- I gave him Five Dollars & took his receipt infull.
e said he would go to Downieville & from then to Eurekatolookfor work
—=- lle went away lcaving his blankets---

I made a visit to Davis & Co. Cabin. found iir David lolston there.
He hasbeen worlking about the Butes quartz mills & designs puiting up a
1ill himseli next season--- He wanted Lo sell out all his interest here
we made a bargain & I bought--- moved down herethis afternoonec--—-
Andrew oneof my new partners assisted ie-—--

Sunday IFebruary 1lsi 1857---

Slept but little in consequence I suppos =i being in a strange place
-~=~ There are three of us together in ihe Cabine--- Their names are Isaac
Davis and Andrew iloynahan: the one a nat#en of "‘estern Vircginia and the
other from tie suth of Ireland. Andy, 2= the latter is faniliarly called

4



was upearly as is his usual custoime thai & had ithe fire built and break-
fast ready by sunrise--I rose scon afler & read a few paces in “"Decline

& Fall" beforec brealifasti--~ They concluded 1o o to Downieville: I tofix
mysel  as comfortable aspossible inmynewhomne,

Ibroughtiiytable < av. from my old shanty .o place mybooks on andto
set by while reading and to write on--

Gave myself a goodthoroughbathing incoldwater, donned clean clothes,
washed my dirty ones & then began to make a bookcase-- made it of rough
boards & covered it with drilling-- succeeded in getting it finished be-
fore night-~ Davis returned from town about middle of afternoone, George
Macy came up soon afterwards to get his blankets whichwas at my old shanty,
He has been in town a whole week doing nothing, but has enjoyed work for
the coming week-- The dayhasbeen magnificently beautiful-- snow is rapid-
ly going off of the hill sides-- The Evening is also clear&bright with a
resplendent moone-- One twelfth of the new year hasalreadyflown.

Monday February 2nd 1857

Andy, was outby daybreak--we breakfasted about sunrise-- Began work
in th diggings right after breakfast. had some trouble to get the water
from the ditch to the claim--the soil is a loose gravel & most of the
water that we started from the ditch towards the diggings wouldloose
itself in theexcudingly loose soil---

I had not been at work an hour before I was nearly through--- my-
rubberboots were filled to their utermost capacity water is of course
very cold--mustwork to keep from freezing---

Andy accompanied a couple of his friends up the East Fork in the
afternoon. he has not returned yet. I got dinner&supper & am cooking
beef & c for tomorrow--- a littlerain at noon & cloudy part of the after-
noon but it is partially clear now--—-

Tuesday February 3d 1857---

Andy, came home about midnight, his friends had detained him at
Miottswhere they spentthe time playing cards--- He was up this morning at
daybreak--- Davis hasbeen in Downieville since morning. he returned as
Andy & I were eating supper. Brought by a letter formefrommywife--- Andy
& I worked alone to day--- Been reading the 11th Chap--- '""Decline & Fall"

Wednesday February 4th 1857---

Andy as usual was up first--- I soon followed--- There was two inches-
of new snow on the ground & was still snowing--- After breakfast Davis &
I sawed two cuts off of a large log forwoodtoburn--- Andy split the wood

& carried mostofitto thehouse---

When the butcher came which was about ten o.dl'k we weighed the small
articles of provisions & c which I brought downfrommyoldcabins, this we
did in order to arrive at the exact value of the articles——-

WalkedtoDownieville afterdinner-- on my way down met thepaper man who
had taken a letter from the P.0. for me--- It proved to be from Mr L.H.
Taylor who in the season of 1855 lived & mined onthe East Forke—-- The
letter is well written & afforded me much pleasure--- Recd one "Pacific"
from the P.O. bought a couple of Magazines &soon returned---

The storm has grown more violent since morning---

/ f/'
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Thu:.'sday February 5th 1857---

Storm continued all night--- noprospect of work when we went out---
Davis filed the two cress cut Saws we hadborrowed one of which Andy, &
I sawed off a log with & then took it home to Miotts---

Moved the Derrick in the afternoon, Storm ceased about noon--- it
is freezing to night--- have begun the 12th Chap--- of Vol. of "Decline
Fall"

Friday Eve Febryary 6th 1857---

A hardfrostlast night-- hasbeen coldallday a keen wind blew at
times which madeone think that our winter was notoveryet. We have
worked all day--- hoisted a large numberof rock out of the diggin with
the Derrick--- ground sluices some, but didnot do so much as we might
for want of water---

Finished reading the 12th chap. of 2nd Vol. of "Decline & Fall of
Roman Empire”

It is freezing hard to night--- the night is clear & bright---

Saturday February 7th 1857

My partners Davis & Andy. pronounced this morning to be the coldest
that we have Experienced this year--- the frost was certainly severe,
the river was quite low, the Ditch was frozen also--- We attempted to
work at usual right after breakfast but fromthe scarcity of water we

abliged to quit until thed&h got over the hills--- We have nearly fin-
ished washing off the top dirt & Expect to begin "washing up" as it is
called on monday--- In washing the top dirt which has no gold in of any

account all the water is used that can be abtained--- a great many small
stones are carried down the boxes & discharged into the current of the
river--- for washing up the bottom of the bark when mast of the gold is
found one fourth of the same quantity of water will suffice--- My finger
ends are quite tender caused by picking up wet stones-—--

Sunday Eve February 8th 1857

When I retired to rest last Evening I hadlaid out a fine scheme of
operations for today--- I intended to mend a few old clothes, then to
shave & wash my whole person-- & after dressing in mybest clean clothes
which bytheway are Extremely poor, to sit down &write two letters; one
to Mr. S.H. Taylor in answerto one I have lately recd from him & the
otherto mywife also in replytoone lately recd--- But "the best laid
scheme of mice & men gang aft aglay"

Davis started for town soon after breakfast which was not veryearly
---— Andy & I attempted to saw off a log for stove wood, the saw was in
poer condition but we had worried it about half off when Mr Bassett on
hisreturn from Downieville called in here &stayed until the saw was near-
ly done

We then began again at the log andsoon finighed it, Andy got supper
&I repaired my oldpants--- My week for cooking begins to night--- I have
baked aloafof bread, boiled a kettle of potatoes--- have a pot ofbeef
over the fire cooking---

The night is bright & freezing--- Mr Bassett is a greattalker-- his

conversation to day was chiefly riminiscences of his yvouth, he is one
year mysenior---
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THE HISTORY OF THE NICHOLS MILL “9//

The Nichols Sswmill was the lest remsining lumber mill
of four which had opersted in the Sierrsville srea, The mill
wes first owned by Mr, Thomas S, LeBrcke who lived in Sierra-
ville in the home presently owned by Mr, Cave Roberts. The
people of Sierra Vslley knew the mill ss The LeBroke Mill,
Mr., LeBroke was merried and hed three children, & boy snd two
girls, The boy, nasmed John Celvin, psssed sway in 1966. The
older girl, Alice, died in 1967, end is buried in the Sierra-
ville Cemetary beside her father, Mr, LeBroke was killed in
a runaway sccident on November 12, 1896, at the age of 56,
One dasughter, Aurora, 1s living in Sacrsmento, Californisas;
herpeme 1s Aurcra Peterson. Mrs. LeBroke, shortly after her
husband's death, sold the mill to Herb O, Nichols and moved
sway from Sierra Valley.l

Mr, Herb Nichols, at the time he purchssed the sawmill
from Mrs, LeBroke, lived on the land in Sierrsville now owned
by Gerald Openshaw, Mr. Nichols kept the ranch, while run-
ning the sawmill, for his extensive teams of horses--horses
needed to haul the lumber from the mill to svailable markets.

- Mr, Nichols was remembered as & very friendly men who

had two deughters end one son., Mrs, Elizabeth Brown recalls
an incident that happened to the Nichols' children at the
sawmill:

"One dsy the two older children were plsying at the
mill while Mrs, Emma M, Nichols was doing the cooking,
Grace, the oldest daughter, was playing up above the
mill where there was a lesrge waster tank, She hid and
sent her brother down to the mill shouting thst Grace
was in the tank, The mill wes shut down to rescue
Grace, snd when the men got up to the tenk, Grece
came sround the tank laughing, saying it was Just s
joke. The two of them were punished, Children then
enjoyed teasing the elders as much as today.,"

Similsr to Mr. LeBroke, Mr., Nichols slso had s runawsy
accldent with one of his teems, He esceped desth, though
his injurles left him somewhat crippled, and he wslked with a
8light limp untill his death in Februsry, 1920.

The Nichols sawmill was located sbout four miles above
Randolph Mountain,3 The sawmill, comprising sbout twenty-
elght acres, was water powered.u A wheel, about thirty feet
high end two feet wide, delivered water into a large tsnk on
the top of the hill near the mill, Water flowed onto the
wheel from a large flume, The tenk then pumped water down to

the mill,
E;lﬁ&-
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Logs for the sswmill were cut from the surrounding area,
The trees were felled with a dresg saw which wes hsndled by
two men. The logs were then brought to the mill sres in
long shcots which were gressed with besr fat, Three snd four
mile long snakes to the shoots were used, snd s PeeVee was
used to rcle the logs from the snske into the shoots, Tesms
of horses were slso used to pull the logs down the shoots to
the mill,
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Picture showing the log shoot slong which the logs
were pulled by & team of horses,

When a log was needed from the deck, it was pulled to
the mill by cable. Sewdust from the mill went into the water
and was taken out by & flume and relessed. A circuler saw
was used to cut the log, insteed of the band saw used today.
The lumber cut from the logs (2and sometimes losds of logs)
were hauled by elght and ten horse teams, The horses responded
to & jerk line--s long rope hooked to the horses bit, One
jerk and the horse turned left--two jerks and the horse turned
right., The horses were psstured at the Nichcls ranch in Slerrs-
ville,
The mill produced sround 12,000 bosrd feet s dey, There

was also s shingle mill which put out & substantisl smount of
shingles for use 1n the Sierrs Valley sres,
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Lumber for Mae Dellera's home (Sierraville, Californis)
was manufactured st the gichols Mill snd brought to the home
site by horse and wagon, Lumber from the mill was also used
to build the side-walks in Sierrsville which went from Herb
Nichols' ranch to Fred Small's (the home presently owned by
the Orzellies of Sierraville). These sldewalks were sbout eight
feet wide snd were constructed from 1912 to 1914.°

Most of the workers who worked st the Nichols Mill 1ived
at the mill site. Employed at the mill were sbout ten men, a
cook and sn assistsnt foreman, There wsere sbout twelve cabins
end 8 cook house in the ares around the mill,”

The Nichols M11ll Site--showing piles of drving lumber,
the Cock House and cabins,

The men worked six deys a week and ususlly worked from
soon after sun-up to sun down. Wsges sveraged from $2.50 to
$3.50 per day. The men were paid elther monthly or by the
gsesson,
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Seldom was there such 8 thing as s weekend, Most of the
men employed by the mill hed femilies in Silerraville, so they
spent their only free day, Sundsy, with their femilies, workin
around the house, gardening, or doing whet ever chores were
necessary. Msny of the men who got their work done on Sundsys
would spend the afternoon sitting cn the porches of any of the
several salocns in Sierraville, This form of visiting and ex-
chsnging gossip was one of the favorite psstimes of the sres,
There were four ssloons on the main street of Sierraville, two
of which were the Bucket of Blood snd the Monte Carlo. There
were slso two hotels, both of which had ssToons, so no one had
to worry sbout dieing of thirst, Dences were held sand were very
pocpulsr with the people of Sierraville., Some of these dences
were held sbove the present dsy restsursnt in downtown Sierraville,
end others were held in the open-gir dsnce hell st Campbells,
Campbells also had s baseball diamond where games were played on
Sunday afternoons, Campbells was popular with people from sll
over Northern Celifornie--one of the highlight gemes st Cempbells
was played in 1913 between & Secremento Teem and s Truckee Team,9
Swimming was also enjoyed st Campbells, Even though there
were many diversions on Sunday, e working man working st the
Nichols Mill (or any of the sawmills in the Sierrs Vslley
vicinity) wes a working man, and hsd little extre time for

pleasure, N[ D"
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A team snd wagone--used to transport both logs and lumber at
the Nichols Mill,
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Mr, Nichols died in February, 1920, After his death,
Mra., Nichols lessed the mill to Ed Lane, a resident of Portols,
Celifornis. Ed Lane had the mill for two and a held years,
end then Mrs. Nichols s0ld the machinery to various people,
and sold the acreage to the Forest Service, which owns the
land today.lO

1, Teken from & letter from Mrs, Elizesbeth Brown, Sen Fran-
cisco, California, dated May 22, 1970, Mrs, Brown 1is the
daughter of the late Mrs, N, Dearwater of Sierraville,

2, Teken from the letter mentioned sbove,

3. The present town of Sierrasville was st one time two
towns, Sierraville snd Randolph, Rendolph comprised the sres
approximately one mile west of Sierrasville. Several homes
still stand from the days when this was Randolph, including
the Kelsc Dellers Home and the Copren=-Burelle residence,

4., Newspsper clippings written by Aileen L, Barton, Calpine,
Cslifornis, 1940,

5. From an interview with Mse Dellera, Sierraville, Ca.,
May, 1G70.

6. From interview listed sbove,

7« Taken from clippings written by C., G, Church, Earl
History of Sierrs Vslley. (no dates given)

8, From sn interview with Mr, Kelso Dellera, Sierraville,
Californie, May, 1970.

9. From interview listed above,

The writer of the sbove article is Miss Susan Diltz of
Sierraville, Celifornia, Miss Diltz gradueted from Loyelton
High School, where she did her research for this srticle,

end 1s presently attending the State University of Californias
at Sacramento, California.

e MO%F OUR GENEROUS SPONSORES
OMBARDI MERCANTI 1
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oyalton, California 96118 ay/>
< ?)\,: O SIERRA CHALET MOTEL
v Eugene and Betty Greens
Box 215, Sierrs City,
California
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SUPPORT THE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL

SOCTETY
Co O LD C~ Ce e e~ eon
SNIDERS ANTIQUES = LOYALTON PHARMACY
Downlieville, Californis ES } E. J. snd Bob Peeler%
Antiques--Bgugbt end Seold Loyelton, Californis
S = e G e
il P ST S S S L
JIM'S GROCERY ' CANYON RANCH RESORT ()
Groceries, U.S.C.A. Cholce Archle and LaVerne Monico
Meats--Fresh Produce = OPEN YEAR AROUND!
Downleville, Ca2lifornia Cebinge--=-e==-=- Trout Pound §°
o o o o o mi, south of Sierraville
phone==99=-334L é
~C N %H —

DOWNIEVILLE MOTOR INN BUCKHORN LODGE AND LIQUOR
Don and Virginle Wesver way L9, Sierra City, Ca 862-1171
_'Downieville--California)— M¥Sportsmen Hesdqusasrters-Information 4-
L HiC {CCenter for Sierrs Co, Bob end Fran
G ery=-—--Cg
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING ALLEG s CALIFORNIA
ON JUNE 24, 1973
Approximastely 28 members attended the June meeting held in Alleg-
hany, Besides members from Loyslton, Sierresville, Sierras City,
Downleville and Gocdyesr's Bar snd Alleghany, there were members
from Redding, Livermore and San Andreas, Our thenks to Mary Hope
for the fine job she did in making the arrangements for the meet-
ing. All present enjoyed a delicious "pot-luck” lunch, after
which President Norma White called the meeting to order, Sec.
Mery Hope read her extensive snd informastive minutes of previous
meetings and correspondence she hsd sent and received. Georgene
Coprengave an extensive treasurer's report, The Soclety has sbout
one thoussnd dollsrs in our esccount now, but we have not yet paid for
the 1973 bulletins, Anyone wishing a detslled treasurers report
may get one from GCeorgene Copren. A steering committee wes ap-
pointed to ascertsin possible museum sites in Allegheny, Sierrna
City snd Loyalton, The Soclety voted to push the "Museum Chein"
plans and to do all possible to receive state funds, These funds
will come from state bonds which will be voted on in June of 1974,
Committee appointed wes Jesenne McMshan, Mary Hope end Milt Gottardi,
This committee was instructed to have a detalled report ready for
the September Meeting in Sierra City. The Soclety members were
urged to get the word asround that we had museums in the tentative
planning stage and to urge people who might have materiel for
museums to hold on to it and not give it to museums outside the
county, A nominations committee was appointed under the cheirman-
ship of G, Copren. 1974 officers willl be elected at the Sept. meet-
ing. The next meeting will be in Sierrs City, Community Hall, Sept,
16, 1973. It will be a pot-luck lunch. Dsrlene Messner, who does

a tremendous Job as corresponding secretary, was omitted fr
list of officers on the title page, Vs om the
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SUPPORT THE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL
\ (\ SOCIETYL/-Q C/\D

Licensed=-Insured-Bonded YUBA RIVER INN
Forrest S, McMahan Complete Mounteln Resort-\\\\J
Mr, end Mrs, Henry Tschjfﬁf\

General Contrector
r\\\-81erra City, Ca
_‘96125

Phone-289-34li) Box 67
Sierra City, Ca
9612

Herrington's Sierrs Pines SIERRA COUNTRY STORE
X Sierra City, Ce - Groceries--Meats--Hardware
’ 96125 3 Sundries, Magezines,Books
DeLuxe Motel--Trout Pond Leunderette
Art end Rose Alen =
-{( Sierra City, Ce ™

e : =

" SIERRA HARDWARE : FORKS RESTAURANT AND
Thomas W, Viles S COCKTAIL LOUNGE -
. Downieville, Cs -y} Jim and Gloris Dick -

Qﬂu____-tk__—-c___—' Downleville, Californis
e bo ol

QES?&EEEEF”Elger GROCERY—Eg) SFENIDERS RESORT MOTEL 1
Quality Xoods o Downieville, Calif,
't\iggynieville, CaliforniaT - Swimming Pool end Gifts %
Weyne and Shirley Snider’

> IR (O SR B R N R J 2
Sierre Buttes Inn
Your Incomperable host and hostess
in the Sierrss-

" Doc and Edie Negus
Excellent food--cocktails-lodging
e _Slerrs Cit%, Ccslif,
[ =S < < c
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We remind our resders that the staff of the quarterly mskes no effort

to verify the accuracy of srticles printed. We hope thst should eny
readers notice incorrect informstion, they would contact us so thst
corrections can be made, We are interested in any type of srticle
desling with the history of Sierrs County. Please feel free to sub-

mit any articles for publication, If you sre aware of others who may
wish to publish in our publication, please inform them snd us., Past 'l,

coples of our publicstion mgy be purchessed from Mrs, G, Copren., Si
QJville, Californias e ::::15<
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