






























































Friday Dec. 12th 3856 

The ear1y S1]'Ol was on the mou.'ltain tops when I first went out of 
doors-- had a 16,te breakfast. Called to Barrach Bride to come & get the let­
ters which I h.:.o. \ll'itten for him he came &: I placed them in Envelopes & dir­
ected them for hh ,-- It "as exceedin3ly cold, a good deal of ice in the 
house and f!'eezL1g all of the time-- was up the l.tiddle Fork far as \'lilsOD I s 
Ranch to order a, rouple saclc : of potatoes •. - snon is deep & butlittle trail-­
Ilas nearly night "hen I retur "ed. got my supper &: brought "ood in the 
house. made a '".re &: have ",:d,tten a1etter to Sister Hannah. 

The sJ<y is cC.,ear &: no of yesterday storm- except it 
be the "hid, "ovm's the earth & the c01d ralT air everyone 
seated close to the fire--

. Saturday Decembzl·. 13t h 1856 

The cold has not abated any of its vigor yet. Any quantity of ice & 
moreformin3 all of t he time. Sat by the fire reading the September 110. of 
Blackwood until bte in the In the fore part of the day the sky 
nas dark &: gave t Clkens of another SnOl-T storm but the sun came out before 
noon &: the remAipi!er of't3e dp.y ",as p1easant . On going out to the digg1ngs 
found the "heels fast &: the 1tater dammed by their running over the sides of 
the flume> Got some \{ood-- ate two meals-- George Coehnamnas here &: 
took Locke's BOO}i3 away with him. they hadbeen here all summer. I sold 
a sack of flour to Cochnamna.s as he said they were out &: did not want to 
150 to to\me for so small a quantity It is snolling to night-- will storm 
a11 of this month most likely. 

Eve Dee . 14 1856 

It was late ,·rhen I got up. Did not freeze l.ast night. Started for 
Downieville before noon. TI-T0 men from t he flat me d01-me. 
Snoll has been thCTing near1y all day-- lIt,Hed the 1etters which I had 
written to Sist",,.. Hannah &: t o !,irs 1-1. Heanson . Reed the first 110. of the 
Pacific for uhi,,'! I pa,id a y<oro:5 su,::script ion a few "eeks ago & majled 
it to mY lIife. ,iccd Fo, lette,(' from r,1r F. L. Dunbar. lIe \-Tas at Hevada 
City at the tim'. of writin3 . He let't he" e a fev weeks ago &: just before 
1eaving came to m" &: request<",. the loan of ten dollars lTith the plea that 
be wanted to buy or pey f er in DOlmic'Vil1e. I loaned the 
money to him & J:>.,'Ye not seer, hi:n since-- 'rhe money is gone of course 
so goes the 1-TOrl.,'-- Arrived l-'.'me again fJ. little before night---



, 

Monday Eve December 15th 1856 

Tossed the night away in uneasyslumber. slept late, breakfasted & then 
started the wheels. The lower one was minus two braces & one paddle-­
they have been going all day but the water is not out yet. The weather 
is getting warm, snow is going fast. The sky gives appearance of rain-­
read a loadof potatoes in the fornoon. They were grown by MrWilson on 
his Ranch which is situated abov2 the Empire, They are a godd potato & 
cost me nine & a half cents perpound. Have been mending my oldshirts-­
habe about a dozen & all of them nearly worn out. I tear a great many 
shirts in the course of a year. Bob, a late S. Frisco Hero, of the paper 
c ame this afternoone--

Tuesday Eve December 16th 1856 

Nf) fresh ice this morning-- Sky is st i ll cloudy & gives tokens of another 
storm. Have worked in the Diggings most of the day--The fluID hasbeenfrozen 
so much lately that it leaks much more than it did before the cold weather 
cameon. Was troubled with water running over the ground or rather bed 
rock which I was working--- My head began to ache about middle of afternoone 
& is quite troublesome to night--- Ate a lightsupper & intend to go to 
bed earlier than usual---

Wednesday Dec. 17th 1856 

A heavystorm of rain set in about dark last night & conLinued till 
morning-- by which time the air was colder & the rain had changed to snow-­
Considerable snow hasfallen to day but it is still warm so that the snow 
which falls is soft&slushy-_ The riw' r was high this morning- __ When I 
first went out of doors I saw that it had raised a great deal in the 
night I was fearful that the flum & wheels were damaged or carried away . 
the water was pouring over the dam &the wheel.s were going with great.speed 
I stopped them-- pulled a board out of the moulh of the flum which 
caused the water to stop running over the dam-- The water was at its 
higlle·.:;t in the marming -- it has fallen considerably since-- Of course have 
not been at work--

----



THE SIERRA COUN'TY 'HSTORICAL SOCIETY COHHENDS 'TO OUR READERS 
AND MEMBERS THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS WHO liRE HELPING THE WORK 
OF 'T~-IE SOCIETY BY 'rHEIR GENEROUS FINANCIAL SUPPORT---AND WE 
WOULD HOPE TH:lT ~IJEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WOULD REPAY OUR SPONSORS 
BY PATRONIZING THEM WdEN THEY ARE IN SIERRA COUNTY : 

OUR SPONSORS TAKE PLEASURE IN WISHING 'THEIR 
CUS'l'OHERS A VERY llJERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

WONDERFULLY 3APPY 1973. 

ANDERSON'S CLOTHING 
LOYALTON, CALIF01NIA 

RICHFIELD SERVICE STATIm; 

Jean Scutt 
Sierraville, California 

96126 

SIERRA SHANGRI •. LA 

Bud and Marie Thomason 
Owners and Operators 
Box 285 Downieville, 

California 

ALLEGHANY SUPPLY COMPANY 

Mae and Joe Sbaffi 
Alleghany, Ca. 95910 

THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL HEHBERS WISH ALL OUR 
FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS A VERY MERRY CHRIS'TMAS. WE 
H@PE THAT 197.' WILL BE A YEAR OF PEACE AND G PROGRESS 
FOR ALL OF YOU AND FOR OUR NATION. 

,JE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED THE !,. 1972 HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY BULLETIN. WE HAVE PLANNED FOR YOU HANY 
INTERESTING ARTICLES FOR OUR 1973 ISSUES---SO ,ill HOPE 
YOU WILL DECIDE TO JOIN OUR S:) CIETY AJ<TD PAY YOUR DUES 
(five dollars) TO ~'iRS. G. COPREN, SIERRAVILLE, CALIFORNIA, 
AS SOON AS YOU CAN AFTER T-IE FIRST 0"' T'iE YEAR. 



Thursday December . 18th 1856 
<' 

The morning I'lliS clooar 1\ frosty. Started the ,.meels I\as the ''/!lter was 
still high they had pumped the diggings dry by two oclock Nhen I went to 
tIOTk & Kept 1!l)'self busyshiverinl' the balarce of ·tl,e day-- lias be¢n f!TOl~in!! 
colder all ~y ice has been forming all of . the time. It is very cold to 
nir,ht. ~J~e been sittinrr by a large fire 1\ am nearly frozen. 

Have read two chanters in Gibbon's "Decline 1\ Fall" the 11th & 12th 
to day":'· read about half of the Hhole \'lork nearly a!!Q-- but as I ne"lected 
it fora time I thou~ht it best to hegin at the b9!1inninfY arain & JlO1" ! am 
just setting interested in it--

Friday Eve December 19th 185~ 

The cold hasbeen increasin? since yesterday the wheels !':ere heavily 
loaded !'lith ice I "ias afraid that they !~ouldbreak dOlm as they ,,,ere run­
nin[! i;lC,;·ily & the ice constantly accunlulatinp:-- I could not knock the ice 
off while they ",ere runnia?, 1\ they were too heavy for me to lift so as to 
stop them !vith this difficulty I ,,,anted more i:ater in the river to make the· 
",heels ;'-W'1 faster so ~ ;'Teet up the Ditch 1\ turned most all out that lvaS 
f'oinr by-- Did' a fair day's ,~ork-- am nut quite well-- ate t"'o meals--
lIlr Gould was here aI,:hile at noon-- Have read the 13th ch!lP-- of the 'Decline 
& Fall" this eveninp:- --

Satux~ay Eve. Dec. 20th 1856-

Rose at daybreak--hurried out to the Diggings as soon after breakfast as 
possible & was astoniEhed to find tt.e "hole place submerged with water, caus'ed 
by the stopping of the upper "heel which backed the "ater out of the flum-- The 
"heel was frozen fast " could no longer move I ,started it after remo'dng some 
of the ice & further Employed myself for a couple of hours in knocking the ice 
off of the "heels when they moved much freer & llHh greater velocity-~ The 
"rater was not out so that I could ~rork before noon--then when I attemped towor1\: 
had such a giddIness (caused I suppose by the motion of the wheels while I wa,s 
engaged in taking off the ic",) t '.:.t I was unable to continue at work-- ., ,, 

Bathed & clUmed clean shirts--took a couple of picks & started for town:"- ., 
arrived there & recd a letter from Sister Mary-- also recd one number of the 
Pacific-- Bought t:1e Dec, Ho. of Harper I s Mag. - the latest N. Y. Tribune.- Was 
dark before T left Do,mieville on myreturn-- And consequently the Evening was 
pretty well advUlced !,rhen I reached home after walking three miles on a poorly 
broken snowtrail, the star light "as just bright enough to decieve me· and I ! • 

ruled from side to side like a drunken man-- Read two papers through before going' 
to bed---


