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The Hitherto Unpublished Diary of an Early Day Dwwnieville Miner
Part II

The Sierra County Historical is pleased to bring to its readers the
second part of the diary of a miner of the 1850's. This Diary has never
before been published. We again wish to thank Mrs. Marian Lavezzola,

Sierra County Treasurer, for allowing us to print this diary; a diary found
in an old family trunk. We would also like to again thank Mr. Harry Klein
and his Sierra County History Class at Loyalton High School for doing the
painstaking job of translating the diary from the original script into this
typed form. Lastly, thanks to Mr. Klein himself for preparing this article
for reproduction.

londay Sept. 8th 1856 T

Slept but little during the night.
Was up before the sun. Dr. Kibbe in
lancing my felon yesterday did not
touch the core. It is much more
painful to day than yesterday. Have
not done any work. Peter returned
in the morning, & agreed to stop a
month if I should want him. He is
very slow and awkward but is quite
willing to do anything that I tell
him to do. Were busied more than
half of the day in finishing the
foot dam—--had to shovel a great
quantity of gravel out of the little
pumphole. The ground was all dry in
the morning. The Stove Pipe Flat
Ditch which was broken down by the
Empire Flume was not repaired until
about two o'clock this afterncon.
When we had the dam completed we
bailed the wWater out of the lower
ground on which we were working
Saturday & tried to clean it up.
Saw a very few pieces of gold. The
wheels ran very slowly towards night
so that the water gained rapidly on
the pump. Have not been at work but
feel as weary as if I had been at the
hardest kind of labor, have a pretty
severe cold in addition to my other misfortunes.
George lMacy called here this evening & chatted an hour
or so, he is young & eager for information, is quite a voluminous reader.
Wind blew up violently just before dark.




Tuesday Sept., 9th 1856

Awoke at early daybreak after a long refreshing
slumber, there is nothing like health & exercise to make
one sleep well, I did just enough of work yestgrday to
make me most &njoy the gifts of the sleepy god liorepheousw

Took a2ll of the sluices down, moved them farther up
& reset them with the ripple box eRtending over the foot
dam. Stopped the lower wheel <&took off the pump & let
on the sluice head of water, when to my great disappoint-
ment the foot dam proved to be very defective. My princi=-
pal objeet in building it was to stop all of the lezkage
from below & to that move certainly began this on the bed
rock. But the dirt which was thrown in was so mixed with
gravel that it allows the water to run Through it freely,
I felt a good deal amazed & in addition to that the hose
which leads the sluice head into the boxes is very feeble
& leaks very badly., The pump failed to take the water
down, in fact the water gained on the pump. I did no work
of any consequence myself but was obliged to be on hand
21l of the time so that Bverything was properly done, I
have exceedingly poor luck in getting men, they are drunk
and lazy. So it goes I hope to make a finish of hiring
men after awhile,

Wednesday 10th Sept. 18356

Built a fire immediately after getting up, went out
to look at the wheel, found the diggings coverecd with
water, the canvass in the lower End of the flume was
loose. It was floatinz for one hundred & Tifty feet, held
down partly by tacks., After breakfast, stopped the wheel
& took out the pump. Went two thirds of the way up the
flume & let the water run out by taking off a sideboard.
We took the old canvass & caulked all of the crevicas as
well as we could I took the new & stout canvass which I
have reserved all along for a new bump belt, cut it into
strips & tacked them over the Joints of the botton
boards to prevent leakage there, Uere nearly out of tacks.
Sent Frederick to town he took a dollar & bought six papess,
He was back by ten oclocke. ife finished the whole job by
two ocl'k. Started the bumps again, wheeled some dirt on
the foot dam from the boxes for ground slucing into the
dam with a view to stop some of the leakage there & also
to make the flum tighter with the nud of loam. All of us
came in wet & cold, Davis come up from the Flat just bew
fore night & requested me to go down this evening & write
& letter for him. I went down & Tfilled a sheet for him.
Read it to him, sealed it & directed it to his wife in
Virginia, Have 2 severe cold, feel very unpleasantly

along.
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Thursday Sept. 1ith 1856

Was out in the diggings soon after daylight, was
agreeably surprised to find the water all out of the
diggings. The pump worked well. The small quantity of
earth which our ground sluiced in the dam had the effect
to render the flum almost perfectly tight., It is guite
as good as it was when we first began mining here & when
the canvas that we had on the bottom wWas new--

411 hands worked at ground sluicing until about ten
oclock, when we began to wash--I worked on the foot dam
two or three hours trying to stop the leaks, did not
Effect much, however the pump takes the water out without
any apparent trouble--gold is scarce, only saw a few
pieces & only those Just before guitting time. Do not
expect to find much gold until we get up some Tfifty or
sixty feet & perhaps not then. The channel appears to be
deeper & narrower than it was. I think that there never
was much of =2 deposit there, We have been washing now
one whole month & have neither made any money nor gone
over any ground,

The heat has increased very much of late. I have
such a villainous cold that I do not feel like work nor
anything else,

Friday Sept. 12, 1856

Cleaned out the riffle box that is small at the up-
per end of the large riffle & when I panned it all out anl
weighed it, found one ounce and a half, which with the ten
dollars made on lionday will just about pay expenses this
far in the week. Alex lMiott (Aliott?) came down in the
forenoon to get me to gilve him aproxy to vote in the
Democratic District & Township Convention. In the District
Convention will be nominated one candidate for Supervisor.
It is supposed now that lNr Burgess of Goodyears Bar will
be the candidate., In the township Convention are to be
nominated two candidates for the office of Justice of the
Peach & two Constables. Iiiott is anxious to get the nom-
ination for Constable also iir Drake of the upper Middle
Fork solicits the same compliment. I gave liott aproxy
upon which he immdiately left, I have felt the heat very
much today. LNy cold is going off, but still my head feels
very unpleasently. Do not feel at all like working.

Todey did not labor over half the day, did more in the
afternoon than in the forenoon. Cleaned off some rock,
but %t had been worked before, therefore found but 1ittle
on it.

We have the punp on the bottom, the rock is much deep -

er in other places so that we may have some trouble to zet
211 of the bottom dry.

AL Ll e




Saturday Sept. 13, 1856
Soon after breakfast washed out the

told the boys I was going

they would not work. H

thelr pleasure about it,

to be done, they conoluded

prospect & little around.

all over, dressed myself & started on

another road tax collecting Expedition

went up the East Fork, called at

the first Co. which was still

unpaid & found that of the four

men who were there when I

was there before, one had left,

and the remaining three were

80 poor that they could not

pay today. At the next

Co. two men paid me.

The third one had no

change. Went a little

above the Low Divide

& found a German at

work by himself.

He was engaged

drilling a hole

out of a large boulder

for blasting, He

had no .money

but as soon as he made

any would call & pay me,

I gave him credit for what

he gaid & passed on, Went up

the Middle Fork & about one mile

above the Low Divide, Collected

Elght dollars on my way down the

Middle Fork & arrived at home againe

by dusk.

towels & C,

all gone to bed,

Good Years Bar thi

since I did.

Sunday Eve Sept. 14th 1856

not to work,

-t

=
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Frederick has been to

For once in a long time have been at h

Been reading novels. Pinished Peter
Faithful, I feel too much worn out
to attempt reading snyt
as the "Decline & Fall" whioch I began
did not complete the first volumn,

thirtieth chapter then commenced somethi

= i

I washed myself

The boys had washed the dishes,
We soon had supper & they have

hing of a more wei

upper riffle,
away today & preferred that
owever would allow them to act at
As there was plenty of work

but

1, gty
-
— _/ v o
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-

-

8 afternoon, he returned

ome all day.
Simple & began Jacob
when I come in from work
ghty character, such
about & year since but
I advanced as far as the

ng lighter and have




not been able to resume it since. A person in my situa-
tion really does not hoave much tine for reading. The
first thing after getting up in the morning is to get
breakfast, then work till noon. After dinner ususlly take
a regt but I nearly always have sonething to do which
occupies probably half of the time & leaves my hends black
» orecsy entirely unfit to take hold of o book with, I
generally snatch fifteen or twenty minutes to amuse myself
with by reading--2 novel I can lay down & pick up at any-~
time & immediately enter into the spirit of the story.

liy Evenings are umore or less occupied by cooking or some-
thing of the kind--It is that I really have no time which
I can devote the deep study or Even careful reading

Dennis & I stopped 2t here, fixed up the house, took the
canvass which we had in the flumn & tacked it round the
sides to keep out the winds-—-

londay Eve September 15th 1856

Years ago when I was & smell boy I recollect of read-
ing an old law which ran thus., To be easy 211 night, let
your supper be light, or else you'l (sic) complain of a
stomach in pailn., There is no truer saying under the sun
than this & one which alnmost Everyone is made aware of by
Experience yet with 211 of the knowledge of the past to
guide us we still follow the courses we traced in youth.

A habit once formed can hardly ever be broken in manhood,
Indulging the appetites & particularly that for food &
drink brings & great deal of unisery on the humen race.
Yesterday I was home 2ll day, took but very little exercise,
Ate three heariy meals, it is true I went to bed late, but
I awoke this morninz about daylisht suffering violent
peinsg in ay stomach. I hove not been right well all day,
but have kept wmyself at work. Want of self command is
very injurious to me. I have always had a voracious appe-
tite for food. Intoxicating liguors I seldom taste & then
habit favors me 2s I have not been accustomed to drinking.
I 1live without thinking of it & of course am better orff
both mentally & physically because I do not drink.

While I was getting dinner ready the stanchions which
supported one end of the shaft of the little wheel gave way
& let every thing sbout it down in great confusion. I
delayed dinner about two hours in consecuence of having to
repalyr the damages~~went up to niotts & sharpened our axesSe—-
Dunbar ceme douwn just bhefore night,

Tuesday September 15, 1856
I

Was up early, built a Tire & went out to see how the
pump.--was doing. Was much chagrined to find the diggings
Entirely covered with water to the depth of gix feet & more,
A stick of wood in floating down the flume had csught under
the wheel & broke it up a good deal, two paddles were off,




three 77%? & several arms besides the wheel had bagked the
water in the flmpe, causing it to flow over the 31¢es by
which 2 larse pile of gravel & sand was down into the pump .
I did not attempt to fix it until after breakfast., Ue were
ocuppied wmuch longer than I Expected, got it to going again
about ten ofclock, The pump worked very well but did not
have the water down before sunset, so we have been idle

all day. I have been reading began and finished "The King's
Own'. Iiy passion for novel reading is growing wmost too
strong. I shall have to quench it & take up something

drier--the day has been very warm & very long apparently--
Wednesday September 17, 1856

On going out to the diggings soon after getting ap T
found them all dry. The water has not troubled us any today.
We did a good lot of work, cleaned off considerable bed
roek, but the rock had been cleaned before us & we did not
find much., The sun does not shine on us until about ten
in the forenoon because we are right under the hill, but in
the after noon 1t pours down on us with tremendoug power,

We have a great lot of sand & gravel to move before we can
get to the bedrock on the flume side of the stream. The
flume 1s built oan the outside sweep of the river & it generw
ally happens that there is not much there--we will uncover
the rock & if there is much gold will work it & if the show
appears to be small will not work it. Davis & Co. on the
Flat were obliged to quit work for the day in conseguence

of the Frenchmen who are at work about them & running water
through the Flat, thus overflowing the ground which Davis

& Co. are working. One of thepm came up here & sgat down
awhile to tell & gather news., They have not been doing much
lately. They are beginning to get discouraged, one of the
company went off yesterday & hired out to work for mwages.

He is to hawve seventy five dollars o board for a month, two
of them went to town in the afternoon & thinking they mizht
possibly bring some news for me if the mail had arrived I
went down this evening but recd nothing,

Thursday Sept. 18th 1856

One day is so much like another here on the river
without an incident or = gtrange face to awaken curiosity
or attention. The wind beginsg to howl mournfully =round
the hills, Syaying the tall pines and cedars & reminding us
all that winter will soon be here. Out mining gets on very
Slowly it seems to me. Ie have not cleared off one hundred
feet of ground yet & have altogether in the whole f£1ume
over four hundred & fifty feet, 1t is now more than two
mogths since I began to work putting the flume in, I have
mede expenses thus far and that is all«<nothing made yet &

[:lih-j;;{mzzij




1 am afraid nothing will be. 1In spite of all that I do to
the contrary while I am at work & at times when I am

not reading my thoughts are ever wandering away

off home. My wife and daughter, my father,

Mother, Sisters & Brothers all come up in
review in all the forms which fancy can
portray. I am very anxious to return
home but do not believe that I shall
be able to do so this year. I want
to get enough money to pay up in

full for the small farm ad joining ¢
Fathers. Then I want money enough to 48
take me home & I am satisfied-- but 4%
when 1t comes to going home 1 it
believe that I can work for P
my passage across both
oceans-- Have been read-
ing "The Pirate" by ¥
Captain Marrzatt & finished § |
i1t since darke- "

Fridey Sept. 19th 1856

I have been in the
habit of having the gold
in the riffle box over
night & wash out general- ° f
ly the first thing sfter ¢
going out in the morning. y
We have been making ex- .
penses all along since
the commencement of the
flume., The first week
that we worked we did
better than we have
done since, This
morning I had sixty
dollars which is
nearly equal to the
eéxpenses of the week,
To dey we have not

done so well. Saw a BRI T S Sl e B ;
g00d many pieces and s e i g
they were quite small. '

The sun shown very warm until about middle of the
afternoon the sky became suddenly clouded & there was every
appearance of an immediate rain & in fact 1t did sprinkle a

town for Peter to g0 down & assist in the mugical part of
the processione that was to form to escort Ex-Gov. Foote &
others into Downieville. A mass meeting of the Know Nothing
Party is to be held this evening in town. Gov. Foote &

< % o=




several other prominent politicians of the dark lantern
party were to be in attendance and address the meeting.

I should like to have went down but was too tired. The
lower Co. on the Flat did go--1 sent two picks by Peter to
get sharpened. Also gave him instructions to get wy
letters and papers if any in the P,0. Quite cloudy to
night think it will rain soon when our warm weather will
be over.

Saturday Eve Sept. 20th 1856

When I got up in the morning, found that Peter had
come home in the night but did not bring any thing from
the P.O0, for me. He said that he tried to get in the
office but was denied admittance on account of the late-
negs of the hour., Dennis began to pick up gold iamediate-
ly after going out to work. he was cleaning bed rock near
the lower End of the diggings. he found a piece that had
a good deal of quartz mixed uvup with it but which alto-
gether weighed one ounce, On going out after dinner
found the hole nearly full of water--the wheel stopped &
the water running out of the flume. One of the Elevators
of the pump got loose & was caught by the next Elevator
going up & of course the pump had to stop. It was well
that I was out in time or the damage might have been much
worse., As it was we were prevented from working any more
on the bed rock at the lower end in the afternoon. Dennis
& Frederick I employed in stripping off sand. I cleaned
off some rock farther up. Peter assistéd me. Dunbar was
here in the forenoone. was going to town, promised to
call at the P.0O., for me & return this way. He did so &
brought two Tribunes, All that had arrived--but no letters,

although I did not very much Expect any--

The French Co. salled here to night for water money.
I told them that I could not think of paying anything for
water when 1t was so low in the river,--

Sunday Eve Sept. 2lst 1856

Awoke early. Rose, went out to the diggings and washed
out the upper End of the Riffle box before I got break-
fast ready. Had not so much gold as the day before,
Shaved and bathed soon after breakfast but before I could
get off to town it was ten ocl'k. Took three picks with
me to get sharpened, left them this side of town at Hiney's
shop. He is an irishman keeps a bar & works on Sunday--

Was too late to get in the post office in the forenoon,
had to wait until two oclock. The P.li, is an irishman
also & totally unfit for the situvation. He is above his
business and very surly. Sunday is the day when most of
the people & miners Especially have leisure to go to town
to transact their little business & hear the news. lell
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then of 211 other times the P.0. ought to be open, but I
suppose that the Downileville incumbent has the law on his
gide and will not swerve from his position Even though he
were to make hundreds of friends by the operation. Had to
wait so long in town that I thought it best to take dinner,
did not feel well then & have felt worse since. My head
aches badly to night., Ate no supper, have read but little
in Harper, The day was very warm & sultry. A small
sprinkle of rain before night. Growlng cooler now--

lionday Eve Sept. 22nd 1856

It grew cold after dark last night, was cloudy to day.
Endeavered to make a bargain with the owners of the ditch
for water, but they--~that is--the French part of the Co.
wanted me to pay them at the rate of twenty dollars per
week., They have also asked me for pay at the same rate
for the time that I have been using it. They wanted sixty
dollars which I told them they never could get of me with
my consent. They were so stubborn about the matter that I
concluded as my only resource for water to take it out of
ry own flum. The difficulty is in taking it out of the flum
I have not full enough for the boxes & then damming the
current in the flume & mekes it strike the wheel with less
force, so that the pump has not done half duty since the
water has been taken out of the flume, Hired another wman
in the forenoon. He began work after dinner--have four nows.
Must do better or I will be unable to pay them. Cleaned a
small piece of red rock, found a few colors--all every
fine. Am annoyed 2 good deal at the bad luck I meet with
Bveryday. Since getting the bread ready for baking I have
been out to the diggings & found Every thing in a wretched
state. One of the gudyums came out of the shaft. let the
wheel fall into the flume. backed the water into the
diggings & will in 2ll probability hinder us from working
all day tomorrow=--So it is=--

Tuesday Sept. 23rd 1856

Was up at daybreak, Went out to the diggings & re-
paired the damages of last Evening to the shaft, got the
pump to going agein before I went to the house. Vas en=-
gaged thus about an hour and a helf. The boys were just
getting out of bed when I returned to the tent. Very dis-
couraging for mining. An extensive hole excavated & all
ready for cleaning the bed rock when the water is out, but
when filled there is not a favorable prospect of getting a
pile & to make my feelings worse on this subject, the =ame
difficulty occurs nearly Everyday. Werea -ail cold in:dhs’
forenoon. Endeavored to make a bargain with my french
neighbors for their share of the water or as much of it =@s
I should need for slucing. They wanted twenty dollars per
week for the whole sluicehead half of which would go to

YL ._ZO,"\’V"V‘\.




them. The American Co. offered to let me have the water
free of charge, but as I could not persuade myself to give
the French Co. ten dollars for their part of the water we
failed to make any arrasngement Entirely. We fixed up our
boxes & tried to get water out of the flum but it was no
go==concluded to go to town for cenvases, went down after
supp#r & bought one hundred goods with the promise of
heving it sent up in the morning.

Wednesday Evening Sept. 24, 1856

As I have related in my journal for yesterday I
started for town after supper., Was detained much longer
than I expected. Arrived there a few minutes after seven,
had a little money on deposit which I was unable to get
when I first got in because Mr. Bramley was spending the
Evening with some ladies,

Bought & couple of San Fransisco Newspapers, & had
finished my 1ittle business by half past nine o-clocke-
when with & small tin bucket of butter & a lantern which
Mr., Bramley Kindly loaned me, the Evening was Very warm
& 8ti1ll-= It must have been
all most Half past ten when
I reached home, Went out
to see how the sheel was
operating, found everything
going right--came backr-
turned in & never woke up
ti1ll daybreak. Couldn't
set the men to work to good
adventage but have kep them
busy 2ll day--

Frederick & I have
been making hose since ten
o'clock, have about half of
it finished. Heve brought
it a1l in the house & in-
tended to sew on it to
night. The sun shone very
hot this afternoon. This
week 1s the poorest of
any that I have had since
I began to mine this summer,

Two loads of goods
arrived here this afternoon.

A meeting of the Democracy in_—= —) —
town tomorrow night. Peter g———an
wae sent for this Evening to =—=—==—

go down tomorrow to play-- ===

George Macy is up here this =
Evening, returned a Vol, of
Harpers novels & borrowed

the last number of Harper.
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Thursdey Eve. Sept. 25th 1856

Peter & Fredrick each sewed z2bout five yards a piece
before going to bed., I then began at the remainder &
worked until it was just approcching daybreak. Did not
quite finish it. Was cold & sleepy, turned in and soon
fell asleep. Awoke o little after surise & found Peter up
before me and a good fire blazing=-- Finished sewing the
hose & got to its place by ten otclock. Hade the grade
for it yesterday. Ve have it run in boxes & on boards to
make the grade easier & to save the canvass-- When I first
let the water on there was not a full sluice head but would
carry off very fine gravel down the line without any
difficulty. Placed some boards in the mouth of the flum
to raise the water in the Dam there by making a greater
head for the sluice water. Peter went to town after
dinner to attend the Democratic lMeeting to night. About
middle of afternoon the water in the river began to fall
so that very soon both pumps stopped. Sluice head failed
& the diggings rapidly filled with water. To make very
bad & great deal worse half a dozen boxes fell down at the
upper End of the line., Our old one recd a mortal wound.
Several others were dangerously hurt but with my hammer
& nail & saw medicine have succeeded in restoring them to
convalescense, No gold to day--bad luck to will have to
gquit pretty sonn--

Friday Eve September 26th 1856

Began work this morning with a fairer prospect of
getting along smoothly than had been our lot for nearly
the whole of this weekw-

The new hose does not afford a large sluice head of
water., One man is kept busy at the lower End of the riffle
shoveling tailings back, In the afternoon the river was
higher than in the morning caused I suppose by water coming
from the lilddle Fork. Cleaned off some bed rock, but did
not find much gold. We are working on the wrongside of -
Y2 river for much of a deposit-- Baked a2 loaf of Bread in
the forenoon & in the efternoon boiled a kettle of beans.

Peter returned from town about Eleven Oclock last
night. He reported 2 large meeting in town which Ended
just before he left. There is to be another meeting to-
morrow Evening. The weather still continues warm but as it
is getting late in the season we must Expect to have storms
before long--

This week we will not make expenses--& will hardly be
able to do so for the next 2 weeks.

SR Uy




Saturday Sept. 27th 1856

Got along too pleasantly yesterday to have our
transient good luck continue to day-~The pumps had the
water out in the morning and Everything appeared to work
well, but so soon as the sluice head of water was let on
the wheels slackened their speed and of course the leakage
from above and below began to trouble us. The water gained
rapidly on the lower pump that I concluded to put another
wheel about midway of the flume. Carried the old wheel up
to the spot, fastened it in its proper place, dug a hole
in the gravel & put the pump on. Had it working by two
oclock, It went very good at first & kept the leakage out
of the way without any apparent trouble., Just before night
however the wheel slackened its speed and the water began
to raise, In spite of all 1 could do I could not get a
full sluice head, The gravel will not go down with the
present supply of water, Things do look most wonderfully
discouraging to me for ten weeks nowe I have done little
else but fix up things about the confounded flume., if it
keeps on this waymuch longer I will certainly be damned
very Emphatically. If I am compelled to quite the flum
before I have worked it out I think now go off to the valley
of Wyoming & see my wife & child if they are still living.

Sunday Sept. 28th 1856

Was out at an early hour, some time before the sun
first appeared on the tops of the mountains.

First went out and washed out the riffle to assertain
the result of yesterday'!s washing. Only found a few dollars
so few that T did not weigh it.

Got breakfast--shaved=-washed & dressed and went to
town. Went off of my way on the way down to see some
people on %the Middle Fork to try to collect some road tax
from two or three who had not paid but I found them as poor
as they well could be & have to take their own stories as par.

Turned off of tThe trail again & called on two companies
on the East Fork. Saw lMr Jones he is doing verywell, has
one man with him. Only washed the bottom dirt, wheels that
to the sluices. The bedrock which he is working is so high
that his pumps need not run, a great advantage and for which
I almost Envy him. Arrived in town too late to get any-
thing from the P.O. before afternoon, therefore had to
wait. UWhen the hour of two oclock arrived called at the
P.O, & recd five papers which the P,M. was too surly to
give out. Took dinner at the Riis House. Of course had
one dollar to pay. Saw Thomas Driver who used to live &
mine on the East Fork. He has been down in Los Angelos
nearly two years. Has come back again to make more money--
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Monday September 29, 1856

I was so late in going to bed last night that I could
not sleep for a long time after lying down.

The water was as low as usual this morning the pumps
had great difficulty in keeping the water out. I greased
the bearings of the shafts and lowered the wheels as much
a3 possible without having them touch the bottom, I ob=
served a sensible improvement in the speed of the wheels
occasioned by thewater coming from the Middle Fork. Was
down to Davis & Co, Only two men at work there Davis &
Andrew. George had not arrived from town. he complained
I understood of a lame foot., I wanted their permission to
turn some of the surplus water out of the flume to help my
wheels. They were willing therefore I went up & turned out
about half & sluice head. Went on up to Miotts. Had two
members of the Sierra Democrats & took one to Miotts as I
supposed they might not have any.

As the days are getting so much shorter I told the
boys after dinner that we could not take any nooning but
return immediately to our work, got over considerable
ground today but the object of our search was not there
Dunbar came down as we were eating supper & borrowed
two cendles,
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Part VI

HISTORICAL SURVEY OF

THE STAMPEDE AREA

This is the fourth and final installment of the Historical
Survey of the Stampede Reservoir Area in the Little Truckee
River Drainage District by Prof. W. Turrentine Jackson, pProf.
of History at the University of California at Davis. We are
publishing this work through the permission of Prof. Jackson
and the Department of the Interior, U.S. Government. This
installment is Logging and Timber Operations; Railroads.

We wish to thank Prof. Jackson and the U.S. Government for
allowing us to reprint this interesting history of part of
Sierra County.

IV. Logging and Timber Operations; Railroads

When the Central Pacific Railroad Company of California
laid its tracks across the crest of the Sierras and down the
Truckee River in the late 1860's, the upper canyon of that
stream that had proved such an obstacle to immigrants and
to wagon road builders was Just another hurdle to be over-
come. Some men paused long enough to observe that the hilis
along the Truckee and Little Truckee Rivers were heavily
forested. The railroad was going to need thousands of ties
and each new settlement opened up along the route would
need lumber for building, nearby pines must have timber, and
wood was needed for fuel both in towns and the mines. A vast
market for forest products had been created. An industry
was made to order.

1. Nathan and Jay Parsons, Pioneer Lumbermen:

Among those pioneers were two men by the name of Parsons
cutting and milling timber in Sardine and Stampede valleys.
Nathan Parsons, 49, lumberman, and Jay Francis Parsons, R
engineer and lumberman, were listed in the Great Register for
Sierra County in 1872. Both men had first been registered on
July 26, 1866. We have already noted that Jay Parsons had
built Sardine House and just a few yards west of this_building
and down the hill on the level was his small sawmill.l He
apparently spent the rest of his life in the area for informants
report that a grave on a little bluff on the east side of the

Little Truckee, just opposite the 0ld Mansion, is that of Jay
Parsons.
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2., Lewis and Peck: The Lewis Mill:

Later pioneer lumbermen were the three Lewis brothers
who, around 1886, joined forces with two Peck brothers to
bulld the Lewis Mill, 17 miles north of the railroad town
of Boca in the wilds of Smithneck Canyon.3 (See map of
"Lumbering Roads of the Truckee River Area' for the location
of Smithneck Canyon.) Long time residents have stated that
the bewis Mill was the first one to be bullt affer that of
Parsons. They deéscribe the location of the mill as "on the
road to Loyalton in Tucker Valley about four miles out of
Sardine Valley to the north." There is a Ranger Station now
located on the sgite of the old Lewis Mill and the pile of
sawdust left behind is still visable.4 To reach the Lewis
Mill there were two possible routes. One could ascend the
valley of the Little Truckee River northward to a point
where the direction of its headwaters abruptly changed to-
ward the west, skirt along the eastern side of Stampede
Valley, on up Sardine Valley to the 6,370C-foot summit, and
thence down Smithneck Canyon, or Tucker Valley, to the
camp. The alternative, shorter, but more eircuitous route
climbed the reaches of Dog Valley down to the site of
Merrill, where the trail coming up from Boca was joined, on
to the mill site. This latter route was the more favored.
In 1867, the Lewis Brothers established a box factory in
Verdi; in that same year the Pecks left the firm. Thus,
one of the earliest routes betwean the railroad towns and

the Lewis Mill van throuph Stampede Valley.,

3. dJohn H. Roberts and the use of Steamwasons:

John H. Roberts joined the Lewis brothers in 1888.
He had been a Sacramento River steamboat captain, and he
brought with him into the timber country a fleet of "steam-
wagons,' or traction engines, that he had formerly used in
connection with his river boat business. These were
ponderous machines, weighing as much as 29 tons, resting on
huge, six-foot rear wheels with a single center-front
driving wheel. Mounted on this running gear was a large
boiler that generated steam Tfor power and attached to the
reay were a series of flal cars for hauyling the tallest of
Lrees out of the ferest, TIn operation, these steamwageons
puffed and clanked along the forest roads belehine Forth
great clouds of black smoke from the stack on the engine
firing the boiler.5 Pulling long trains of flat cars
carrying lumber these steamwagons aften traveled the road
between Lewis Mill and the Lox factory at Verdi. A lesser
number of them also went from the mill down to Boca, passing
through Stampede Valley.

Stories are told how ranchers' horses along the routeg
were terrified, and the dairy farmers objected to the fire-
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Hobars Mrils

breathing demons., When a proposal to build new roads, for
example, on the opposite side of Smithneck Canyon failed to
placate the ranchers, W. S. Lewis arranged for a big picnic
to which all interested parties were invited, Lewis ex-
plained how his milling operation provided year 'round
employment for many people in the area and expressed a de=-
sire to help the ranchers get their hay and dairy products
to market., An amicable, temporary solution to the problem
was worked out whereby the horse-drawn wagons would use the
roads of the area during the day-time and the steam-driven
wagons would roam only at night, This arrangement must have
been temporary because Mrs, Alice Trentman recalls that each
of these steamwagons was accompanied by a flagman who went
ahead on a horse to tell all the freighters with teams on
the road that the steamwagon was coming. The mules were so
afraid that the teamsters got them off the thoroughfare,

A1l of the teams drawing freight wagons wore bells on their
harnesses so the steamwagons traveled very slowly, She re-
called, as a child, that whe could spot the steamwagon down




the road and before its arrival her mother had time to pre-
pare dinner for the crew at Sardine House., ©She remembered
the name of many of steamwagon drivers who were active in
the area during the late 1880's and 1890's including Tom
Hannigan, Art Doan and his father, Lee Beechman, and Fred
Tong.

4, The Development of Boca and the Boca and Loyalton Railroad:

The Boca Mill had been established in 1867 by L. E. Doan
to cut ties for the Central Pacific Railroad. By 1888 his
business had expanded into the Boca Mill & Ice Company. He
had built a dam to form a large pond to make natural ice
near Boca and two miles up the Little Truckee he had con-
structed a second ice pond and the two were connected with a
railroad. Boca was an ice center and freighters picked up
ice here to deliver northward to Loyalton and Sierra Valley.
Another major business of the town was the Boca Brewing Com-
pany.

In 1900 Messrs., Lewis and Roberts decided to replace
their huge and troublesome steamwagons with a railroad that
would provide more efficient and speedier transportation.
Moreover, to avoid the costly construction over the Dog
Valley grade on the route to Verdi, their railroad line was
to run north from Boca up the valley of the Little Truckee.
The tracks were laid on the eastern side of the stream to
the point where its direction turned toward the west, here
the tracks crossed the Little Truckee to its western bank
and headed along its tributaries Tflowing from the nortn
across the eastern side of Stampede Valley. Thence the rail-
road followed along Davies Creek in Sardine Valley to Davies
Mill, on to the Lewilis Mill in Smithneck Canyon, and down that
canyon to Loyalton on the southern edge of the vast Sierra
Valley. This had been, in general, the route followed by
earlier wagon roads, See the map, "Lumbering Roads of the
Truckee River Area,"7

The Boca and Loyalton Railroad was incorporated on
September 25, 1900 and work on the line commenced that same
fall and continued until bad weather in January forced
suspension of the work and the laying off of 116 workers on
the line. However, by March 1901, the line had been com-
pleted to the Lewis Mill and several cars of lumber for
boxes were being shipped daily to Boca, 17 miles away. Some
50 men were still employed on completing the final section
of the road to Loyalton, nine miles farther. The railroad
was completed by the summer of 1901. Loyalton, a town of 50,
was soon overrun with men who had arrived on the train seek-
ing work. The town became a center of lumber mills. The
Roberts Lumber Company purchased two ranches as a site for
a new mill and began to scour the country for availgble tim-
ber lands that could be purchased at $1.25 an acre.® Among
the other mills moving into Loyalton were the Horton Brothers,




Turner Brothers, the Reno Mill & Lumber Company and the
California White Pine Lumber Company. The Boca and Loyalton
Railroad established its engine house and shope in Loyalton
and as the need arose extended its line on northward to
Beckwourth and to Portola.

David F. Myrick had described the problems of railroad-
ing in the area between 1904 and 1907:

Fire, snow and floods plagued the B&L's short
line. In April, 1904 Boca had the worst fire since
1885: the 5P's fire train from Truckee was called
Lo help eut: Ghe hotel burned; the B&L depot caught
fire several times, the blaze being extinguished in
each instance. Three years later, another Rire
destroyed the B&L roundhouse, a locomotive and several
freight and passenger cars. In January, 1906 a
blizzard dropped 12 feet of snow on Boca and four
feet on the Lewis Mill; the subsequent thaw and
freezing deposited nine miles of ice on the rails
which had to be chopped away before the road could
be operated. Floods at Merril, Merril Creek and
in the canyons often disrupted operations. A penevel
storm in April, 1907 badly washed out the line. On
another occasion the bridge at Grizzley Creek was
washed away and subsequently found in the middle of
the streem; in other places high water floated the
ties and rails right off the roadbed leaving them
hanging in the trees when the waters subsided.

In 1907 the Boca and Loyalton Railroad had built at
least fifteen short, spur lines into the trees where lumber
camps had been located. Other spurs ran to the various
mills. Loyalton now had four sawmills and three box
factories and was able to compete with both Boga and Verdi as
a lumbering center.

The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad that was sponsoring
the construction of the Western Pacific had acquired 51%
of the B&L in September, 1905 to keep rival interests out
of the WP's territory. By 1907-08, the timber lands south
of Loyalton had largely been cut over and the B&L had to
Find new channels of business. These were found, at least
temporarily, in supplying materilals and suppiies for the
construction of the Western Pacific in the Feather River
area. Soon thereafter, the WP took over that short section
of the B&L between Portola and Beckwith (Beckwourth), with
the sanction of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. From
this time forward, the B&L began to decline, Annual loSses
running between $ﬂ13000 and $52,000 were recorded for each
of the years, 1909-1912. The line defaulted on its bonds
and in June, 1915 a receiver was appointed for the road.
With the permission of the California Railroad Corporation
the line suspended all operation between Jenuary and May,
1916 to save the cost of winter hauling. After hearings,

a limited service was continued northward from Loyalton to
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Beckwith, but no one objected to the discontinuance of all service south
of Loyalton toward Boca. Thus, the route through Stampede Valley that

had been used for fifteen years, 1901-1916, no longer existed, but for

the peritod 1901-1907, at least, trains had frequently traversed it from

north to south, carrying logs or finished lumber. In September, 1916,

the attorney for the Westernm Pacific topped a bid by the junk dealers for the
line at $35,100.00; the abandonment of the Loyalton-Boca section was officially
approved and the title to the rest of the line transferred to the Western
Pacific in December, 1916.

5. The Development of Verdi and the Verdi Lumber C ompany Railroad:

Verdi became an active Llumbering and railroad center when the Central
Pacific was built along the Truckee River. Its primary purpose for the
period 1867-1869 was supplying ties to the railroad builders. When the nearby
lumber was cut in the early 1880's, the loggers began to work in the
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hills to the west of Verdi and entered the Dog Valley
country. There immediately developed a major problem.of
supplying the timbermen and transporting the fallen timbers
to the Verdi mills, In 1900 the Verdi Lumber Company

planned the construction of a 12-mile standard gauge rail-~
road into the timber and with the work of two crews at each
end of the line five miles of railroad had been constructed
up the steep slopes of Dog Valley by August. For the nexh
few years Verdi was considered a "lumberman's paradise." By
1905 the timber in Dog Valley was exhausted and the Verdi
Lumber Company made surveys for a l2-mile extension of the
railroad to & point near Lazy Station in Dog Valley, over
Dog Valley Second Summit and on to Merril in Sardine Valley
where connection was made with the Boca and Loyalton Rail-
road. Construction along this survey was not commenced,
however, until 1908 when the rails were pushed across the
Second Summit, and in subseguent years, according to plan,

on to Merill where they crossed the trackage of the B&L with-
out stopping and pushed on west along Davies Creek into the
mountains. (See map of "The Verdi Lumber Company's Railroad.")12

In 1917 after the north side of Davies Creek had been
logged, the railroad built a spur into the hills above Bear
Valley. Cutting proceeded there for the next year, after
which the railroad branched out again westward from the
Davies Creek area into the hills on the south side of Lemon
Canyon. Logging continued here for another five years, and
then a switch was made to the north side of the canyon where
enough timber was found to keep the railroad in business for
several years longer. (See map of "The V:irdi Lumber Company's
Railroad.")

In 1926 the sawmill, storage yard, and roundhouse in
Verdl burned, and the scrapping of the railroad began shortly
after the mill was abandoned. By May, 1927 nearly all of
the rails had been removed from the road. The abandoned
roadbed of the Verdi lumber Company's railrcad carn still be
observed today. Although this railroad line did not traverse
Stampede Valley at any point, its westward route alon% Davies
Creek was just over the divide into Stampede Valley.13

6. Construction of Narrow Gauge Rail Lines by the Sierra
Nevada Wood and Lumber Company and the Hobart Estate:

The Sierra Nevada Wood and Lumber Company (the Hobart
interests) had been actively engaged in cutting timber in
the Lake Tahoe region during the 1880's and early 1890!'s.
As the timber along the north shore was depleted, the com-
pany vegan to look for forests elsewhere. They found avail-
able timber in the vicinity of Independence Lake, around
the headwaters of Prosser Creek, the Little Truckee and Onion
Creek. Following the close of the cutting season in 1894 at
Lake Tahoe, the buildings were dismantled and moved, with
the equipment, to a new headquarters at Overton (subsequently
knovn ag Hobart Mills) 6 1/2 miles north of Truckee on the
upper reaches of Prosser Creek. The narrow gauge railroad
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that had been run to lumber camps on the Tahoe region was
salvaged and stockpiled for future use. At Overton the
Hobart Mills were reconstructed and in 1896 a standard gauge
road was built between Overton and Truckee, (See Historic
Photograph ITI, 5, for view of the Hobart Mills.)

Hobart Mills was recognized as an office post orffice in
1900, a status it retained until 1958. Once the standard
gauge line from Overton to Truckee was completed, the Sierra
Nevada Wood and Lumber Company began the construction of a
network of narrow gauge lines that penetrated the woods to
logging camps. The first of these ran east and north to the
banks of Sagehen Creek which it crossed and followed to that
stream's junction with the Little Truckee River. (See map
of "Lumbering Roads of the Truckee River Area" for the lo-
cation of all these narrow gauge lines.) This first narrow
gavge construction penetrated the Stampede Valley area. A
second line headed west up Prosser Creek and followed its
North Fork into Carpenter Valley. As lumbering operations ex-
panded, this "Carpenter Valley Line" became a major rail
line by extending it northward to the upper reaches of Sage-
hen Creek, Independence Creek, the Little Truckee River and
on into Onion Valley. Some years later a number of branches
were extended farther into Cold Stream Canyon and another to
e merthSoiSsheNisGhleN il nnskec. hutNiantherte g st SR ng
last branch ran from a point known as Sierraville Summit.

ALl these branches went into cubbting areas thab were enly a
few miles from the tracks of the Verdi Lumber Company's
railroad. The logging roads, particularly the feeder lines
into the more remote camps, were lightly constructed and sub-
Jeect to sudden change as dictated by the timber supply. Be-
cause of their temporary existence, as 1little earthen work
was engaged in as possible. Few scars were left on the land-
scape with thelir pasgsing and thelr routes are curreatly
diEEdenllt, if ‘noet lmpossibie, ol Tind,

In 1917, the Sierra Nevada Wood and Lumber Company
ceased to exist as a corporate organization and all its
properties were transferred to the Hobart Estate Company,
the principal stockholder. Operations were expanded.

The narrow gauge line from Hobart to the confluence of Sage-
hen Creek and the Little Truckee was rebuilt to sturdier
specifications and during the 1920's and 1930's construction
was extended to the northeast to Merril, at Davies Creek, and
on north into Sardine Valley, with branches extending in all
directions to new timber areas., The bulk of these narrow
gauge extensions were located in Stampede Valley. Since the
Boca and Loyalton Railroad had abandoned its line in 1916
and the Verdi Lumber Company its road in 1927, many of the
roadbeds of these two earliier standard gauge lines were used
once again by the narrow gauge. (See map of "Lumbering Roads
of the Truckee River Area.”)l

Because of the unprotected right of way common to most
logging roads, those of the Hobart Estate ran into difficulty
with the cattle and sheep of ranchers. One flock of sheep,

(s fj) f:) ST 30




Hobart Mills

being herded by a Basque, crossed the tracks just as a
loaded logging train rounded the curve on a downhill grade
and 30 or more sheep were slaughtered by the train,

For almost forty years the Hobart Mills was ore of the
principal lumber operations in the Truckee River area of
California, DBy 1936 the timber had all been cut over and
the lumber mill was closed and nlans made for dismantling.
A1l activity along the narrov gauge was stilled. Meanwhile,
Stampede Valley forests had twice provided timber Tor this
company in sizable quantities, First around the turn of the
century for the Sierra Nevaca ~#ood and Lumber Company and
secondly in the 1920's and 1330's for its successor, the
Hobart Estate,l5

7. Smaller Sawmills »f the Twentieth Century:

In 1307, Arthur Davies was cutting timber in the Stam-
pede Valley area, He had built a sawmill, known as Davies
Mill, on Davies Creek just over the divide into Sardine
Valley. His mill was close enough so his men were able to
use Sarcine House, by this time an olc building, as a boarcd-
ing house, The Boca and Loyalton Railroad had run a branch
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line up Davies Creek to the Davies Mill. (See Historic
photograph II, 3, for a view of Davies Mill.,)

The Warren Mill was located just north of the bend in
the Little Truckee River where its water flow changed directions
from east to south. According to informants, it was located
just below the present site of the dam. The Warren Mill was
owned by George Warren and he was active in the lumber
business in 1907. He also used the Boca and Loyalton Rail-
road to transport his mail products.

A third lumberman, Winnie Smith, had been active for a
number of years %n Russell Valley before he moved up to the
Little Truckee.l® He operated mills at two different sites
on the north bank of the Little Truckee Jjust above its
Junction with Sagehen Creek. These can be seen a short dis-
tance from the bridge on the county road. Winnie Smith was
operating here as late as 1913-1915, Informants state that
he was a rugged individualist who did not deal with the
Sierra Nevada Wood and Lumber Company, but thai he hauled
his Jlumber to the market by means of ox teams, {4

lgreat Register for Sierra County, 1872

2Information from Mrs. Jessie Payen.

3pavid F. Myrick, Railroads of Nevada and Eastern
California, (Berkley: Howell-North, 1962) I, p. 398. This
detailed and authoritative study is the source of most of
the information in this chapter. Only page citations will
be given hereafter.

uInformation from Mrs. Jessie Payen.

5See Historic photographs I, 4 and II, 2, for piec-
tures of the steamwagons. See photograph I, 9, for route
of steamwagons across Stampede Valley.

6

Information from Mrs. Alice Trentman.
Tsee Historic Photograph, No. II, 3, for Davies Mill.

8An indication of the business methods of the Roberts
TLumber Company can be read in articles in The Mountain
Messenger of Downieville, quoting the Reno Gazette, April
11, 1953, 2/4; May 2, 1903, 2/5.

Iror a historic photograph of the station in Boca,
see II, 4.

10Myrick, I, p. 406.
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1lror a complete discussion of the Boca and Loyalton
Railroad, accompanied by numerous illustrations, see Myrick,
I, pp. 339-409. For a detailed statement on the status of the
Boca and Loyalton Railroad, as a part of the Denver and Rio
Grande System, see Poor's Manual of Railroads, 1914, p, 121k,
The Downieville Mountain Messenger confalns numerous articles,
some copied from the Plumas Independent, the Plumas National-
Bulletin, and other regional newspapers relative to the trials
and tribulations of the Boca and Loyalton Railroad. For
example, see the issues of March 28, 1903, 3/4; May 16, 1903,
3/5:; June 6, 1903, 2/2. Of particular interest was the war
with the Sierra Valley Line for control of the approaches to
Bechwith. A very important case between the Boca and Loyalton
Railroad and George R. Worn of the Worn Mill before the Inter-
state Commerce Commission can be read in The Timberman, XVI,
(November, 1914), p. 48.

125ee Photograph II, 4, of Verdi Lumber Company
Railroad Bed.

Myrick; I, pp. A30=431 .

1hgee Photographs, T; 10, and IL;, 5, for Railvesad
Beds of the Hobart Estate.

157nis summary is based upon Myrick, I, pp. 439-4io,

16See Photograph II, 6, for a view of Winnie Smith
Sawmill Site in Russell Valley.

17mformation provided by Mrs. Jessie Payen. The
Winnie Smith Mill in S ampede Valley is indicated as Site
No. 3 in Ghe Inwventory. Sece Photographs, T, 5.




THE STERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMENDS TO OUR READERS AND
MEMBERS THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS WHO ARE HELPING THE WORK OF THE
SOCIETY BY THEIR GENEROUS FINANCIAL SUPPORT~--AND WE WOULD HOPE
THAT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WOULD REPAY OUR SPONSORS BY PATRON#
IZING THEM WHEN THEY ARE IN SIERRA COUNTY »

BRICK'S PLACE Y 7
Loyelton, California ghiig CASEY 'S PLACE
A Dorothy snd Bill Standley

Allegheny, Ca 95910
e O VISR

WRIGHT 'S GARAGE

I.J. Wright,
Slerravilie, Ca, 96126 i

M
i
éqﬂﬁ,,ﬁ_,,»z/’// HARRIS' '}j9er GROCERY

Downieville, Cslifornis
s

SIERRA PROPANE

Phones 4
Dewnleville--289-3512 /
Loyalton--——--— 993-L,275 - ANDERSON 'S CLOTHING
R T ////3
A T 9 LOYALTON, CALIFORNTA
. \ /—/‘,

JAMES J. SINNOTT

;

7

Msker of Fine Violins /:;/ SIERRA SHANGRI-LA
i

Downieville, Califcrnis
Owners and Operstors

,)— <:::::“““"’///.“x Box 285 Downieville

\\Qﬁ Ca
RICHFIELD SERVICE STATION > \\\\x\\%“i::7mxﬁ‘\\
Jean Scutt ’

Sierraville, Californis

Bud and Marie Thomssen

96126 5
AR — " ALLEGHANY SUPPLY GOMPANY
/{ e Mee and Joe Sbafri

Alleghany, Ca, 95910

St




LETTERS WRITTEN BY A MINER IN DOWNIEVILLE
IN THE 1850's TO HIS MOTHER IN
MUNICH, GERMANY

The following letters (end pictures) were written during
the 1850's by a miner who was an immigrant from Munich, Ger-
many. The letters somehow mensged to survive over the years
and were returned to the U,S. when they were sent to Mrg, TR,
V. Puterbaugh, grandasughter of the miner. Mrs., Puterbaugh,
who lives in Walnut Creek, California, donsted the letters t0
the museum in Downieville, Cslifornis. Mrs, Ruth Drury, man-
ager of the museum, brought them to the attention of the His-
torical Society which is pleased to publish them, Since our
staff is somewhst lacking in German speaking translstors, we
are sccepbing the translations done years ago by an unknown
person, The original letters are in the Downieville Museum
and may be seen or trsnslated by eny interested person. The
plctures included with the letters were sent by the miner so
his mother could get some idea of the strsnge new lands of
the western United States.

Downieville, Californis
November 2, 1850

Dear Mother:

I received your last letter, from which I can see
that you all sre well, which makes me very happy.

I could not fulfill your wish because I left New
York on April 17, 1849, to sail for Cslifornis (Goldland)
by se around Cape Horn or the south tip of Americas to San
Francisco where I arrived after 8 months., I had no money
for the trip snd took the job as a steward on the ship. I
had to sign s 2 year contract and got $18.00 or 45 florin
per month,

T could write to you more sbout the ship but it is so
cold, that I hardly cen hold my pen,

Here at the gold mines one lives Jjust as you can see
on the pictures in a 1little tent we have rain and snow and
smow can get through, You live on flour, bacon, coffee or
tec and sleep on the ground with one blanket under you and
one over you. This would not have been so bad if you could
find more gold.

The first six months were hard for me. I never could
find a nice place, Just since the last six weeks I have
earned 1,000 florin but most of this would go for food for
the winter, because one can not get anything here during
the winter and the nearest town is 100 miles away.

. Everything happens just as you cen see on these
pictures. The wild animals are terrible, especially the
grizzly bear, the strongest animsl of them all, is abundant

here,
TR R
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I found s piece of gold which is worth $126,00 or 315
fl. Most of the gold 1s very fine but it requires the
hardest work which I ever have done; standing in water up
to my knees., I would like to send you a2 few hundred gulden
but it is not allowed to send any gold out of the country
so I have to wait until there is a possibility.

My plans sre not to leave this country until I can
have a good business. But I don't think that Germany will
be 8 place for me to live, But I will visit you there as
scoon as I am able to, snd if possible to get myself a wife
there. T am not afraid about this country because I am an
American citizen now and I have my citizenship papers,

I am well, weigh 190 pounds and I am six foot i inches
tall,

I am your devoted son,
F. Wm, von Gerichten

Downieville, Csalifornis
January 1, 1851

Dear Mother:

You have to excuse me for not writing sooner but I
could not help it,

When the story sbout California (Gold land) came out
I made up my mind to go there too and try my luck in dig-
ging gold. I did not have any money to go there so I got
myself a8 job as steward on s ship, I was very lucky to get
one but I had to work there for two yesrs for 18 dollars
per month. They signed & contract,

We left in April 17th, 1849, and after 61 days arrived
at Rio de Jesnerio, Brazil, where we stayed three weeks to
get fresh water and food,

About three weeks after we left New York our cook
took sick and so I had to do his work snd mine as well. The
work was not hard, but I was not used to it which made it
hard for the first few weeks,

Rio is the capltel of Brazil but the city 1s very dirty,
The streets very nsrrow, the houses not very high and very
uncomfortable inside. The countryside ss well as the harbor
are beautiful., In the hills you cen fing oranges, lemons,
bananas, sugar, coffee, tea, pepper and tapioca plants,
There are 2lso many birds, monkeys and other wild animals
gg liong,

In the cities one seems however how terrible the
3laves are treated and it is also terrible to see how they
trest the negroes, To recognlze them they cut figures into
thei{ igces 8s well as on their whole bodies, They have
no clothes, except for an old cloth arou er .
cf their bodies, Women as well sg men? I sen RETLs
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The climste is warm snd there is never any snow, not even
on the highest mountains. The language 1s Portuguese, On
July 9th we left this place snd were on our wey around the
Cape Horn to Valpsriso in the republic of Chill on the west
side of America (Pacific Ocesn)., This trip was very hard
because when it 1s summer on the north side of the esrth it
is winter in the south., August and September are the worst,
Often the ship hes to turn into the wind and sll salls came
down, The wind was so strong that the waves were sometimes
ag high ss mountsins, It was terrible to look at, Three
times we passed Cepe Horn but every time we had to sail back,
otherwise we would heve been driven on to the shore,

The ship wes smell, two masts, but 8 good ship. We had
no accidents except that one of the poles Trom the main sails
broke and one of the waves hit on one side of the ship and hit
the upper structure and broke it., Quite often we had four or
five feet of snow on deck in the morning, After 98 days of
the day of our depsrture we arrived sll well and happy except
the cook at Valpsriso,

Thils city 18 & 1little nicer then the first one, but the
view is not so nice, though you could find there also very
nice fruit. The inhabitants are copper colored snd speak Span-
ish, But they don't keep slsves. Otherwise there is nothing
of importance there, A lot of French and Englishmen live there,

At lsst after 63 days we arrived in Ssn Frencisco, Csalif.
on December 9, 1849, When I went on the shore the first time
I had already hesrd s lot sbout the miners snd the wages in
Sen Frencisco. It made me very astonished so I thought why
shall I work on the ship for $18.00 when I cen get sbout
$200,00 when I work on the shore. I did not see why not so I
made up my mind to run sway from the ship one of those nice
Sundays in Janusry 1850, I could not stay in San Francisco
because the coaptein would have found me and put me in a ship
or put me some plsce until the ship was ready. So I went to
Sacramento and from there to Marysville to try my luck in the
mines.

I went from one plsce to the other till Sept. but could
not find snything till I casme here to Downileville,

I met three Americens who had just as little luck ss I
had. We found a place and it really psid good, We got between
$100.00 ond $200.00 s week per men. We worked until New Years.
Now we cannot work because the days are too short snd the
weather too cold and in roin and snow it is impossible to work.

Living in the mountains is very hsd to describe but I will
give you an idea of it. In summer we sleep outside under the
open sky or in s tent on the ground. We hsave one or two blan-
kets which mzke our bed. Our food is flour, bacon, tes snd
coffee and is very expensive.

For example Flour----- $1.50 per Ib--3 1, hE
Bacon the same as flour slso rice
BE ST me e m $1.25 per 1b,
Coffee—~—-d 1,00 per 1b,
Boots=~~-- $30.00, psnts $18.00

) I would like to send you @ smsll present but out here
in th§ mountains are no possibilities snd the next post of9
fice is sbout 103 miles swsy snd thet is not ssfe,

(ELM/”"““ﬂgéi (:zir’—‘s_::>




When you write to me please tell me 21l about your life
and the chenges in the family,

Tell my brothers that there is no better lend than Americs
but they should not think that the fried pigeons fly into theilr
mouth snd that they shsll not depend upon other people but
learn s business good end if possible the English langusge,

I am your devoted son,
¥. Wm, von Gerichten

Downieville, California,
August 8, 1851

Dear Mother:

It is slready six months sinece I sent three letters to
you to uncle Willmasnn and to uncle Louis in Offenbsck, but
no answer to any of them, as yet.

In snother letter to you I wrote sbout my 8 months long
voage around Cape Horn to Californis in which I solso mentioned
that I did not travel as a passenger bubt worked ss 2 gtewsrd
and a cook on board,

This is now glready 19 months thet I work in the gold
mines; but I did not earn much, but some sre here who hsave
gtill less and some who made lots more,

If T am lucky I can make between two snd 3 thousend dol-
lars till next winter., It i1s seldom that our speculations sre
going wrong, but my partner and I lost close to $,000 in four
months of hard lsbor, Our speculstions is this, We have
built a chsnnel 300 £, long 12 incles wide and 2 feet high,
We divert the water of the river through the channel to be
able te work in the dry river bed benches, I sm interested
in two more channels which need to be built late this yeor,

It 1s impossible to deseribe how the men sre living snd
working here, Always stending in the wster., I really feel
in spite of the fact thet I sm perfectly healthy st present,
that one grows old here very quickly, one slso gets wild like
the Indians. This place even if it is far into the mountains
1s lately visited by meny people. Lately we slso receive mail
delivery. Also several recrestionsl facilities were established
as bowling alleys, etc.,

On the 5th of July a Spenish girl was lynched after she
stabbed a man, This woman was a bad one of the worst kind.
Her loss is replenished 10 fold.

Last year there wos not & single girl around here, but
now they swarm sll over the place, but rarely is a good one
amoeng themn,

I snd my partner ere living sbout one fourth hour FWay
from town at the North Fork of the North Yuba River,

T would like to send you some meney but it is not safe to

Co—




850 80 from here,

The lsrgest piece of gold which I possess 2nd slso found
myself is worth $130.00. The most money I made in a single
dey was $12L.00,

I could write to you so much more but I sm getting 91l con-
fused., I also think thet I might visit you next yesr. I would
like to advise Louis snd Coarl to come %o America, but I am a-
froid they would blame me 1f they would not like it here,

One con aslways get solaries of $100,00 per month here st
any time in sny business of s young men is s stesdy worker,

If he is thrifty he can slways save $1,000.00 in s year,

I hope that none of the boys is so foolish to join the
army, If Louis has not enough money for the trip let me know
16,

America hes still plenty room end it is 2 besutiful country.,
I consider it one of the greatest foolishness to stey home and
be a soldier, Let his friends be soldiers if ey dike 4G IT
1t is up to me not s single one of my brothers should serve
under g Baron snd as long ss g free country is still sble to
recedve him,

I hope to be able pretty soon to read something from you,
end I slso hope thet these lines find you in good health,

I am your devoted son,
F. Wm., von Gerichten from
Post Office in Yubs Cilty, “Calif,
Americs
Pardon my badhsndwriting becsuse to write is the hordest Jjob
for me, Many greetings to all relstives and friends and to
all nice girls.

Downieville, Celif,
October 1, 1851

Desr Mother:

I cennot understand thst I don't receive s letter from you in
splte of the fsct that T slready hsve sent vou six of them.

Your lsst one was dated February 18, 1849, I would write
to you sbout so many things but my bsd luck keeps me from
doing so, My compsnion snd I had good chonces last spring to
earn something but everything went bsd and instesd of moking 3
or 4 thousend dollars we even lost 3 thousand,

We did bulld three chennels for $2,500 for the piverp to run
through so we could work the dried up river bed. We worked the
whole summer almost for nothing because we had 2 to 6 men work-
ing for us for $150.00 per month snd found very little gold,

At present we only have one left which is worth something,
It pays $100 to 200 dollsars per week per man, Well we don't
make much as we still owe, but we hope to pay off our debts ag

Many other fellows sround here are just ss bad off as we,
Bome even worse but there are slso some who made good money.,
I intend to give up digging for gold pretty éoon, becsuse

I think standing in the i
g‘c) ¢ woter constently is not good for the
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heslth.

I probably will open some businesg here for myself ss soon
gs I again have some neans to do so in my hsands,

I sm not completely broke, T still am worth $600 to 700
dollars. However, ot present I possess very little money. In
one previous letter T told you sbout a piece of gold-I still
have it. It is worth $126.00 and I hope to keep it ss long ss
L dive,

I also would send you some money, however, to go down to
Sen Frencisco for meiling it would cost me sbout $200.00 beside
the time I have to lose snd for sll that my money is not suf-
fdedent,

I hope the family will help you lighten up your burden sas
much as possible, My lsst thought et night snd my first in
the morning 1s what to do to make some money so I could free
you from sorrow snd need,

I would like to be sble to send the six little ones to =
good school, snd especislly have Binche lesrn to spesk seversl
languages,

Heaven moy send me some luck snd make my wishes come true,
For my own person I don't went snything but good heslth so long
as I bave that I cen mske my living,

But you snd the 1little ones are closer ond dearer to my
heart ss snything else,

I believe if Ludwig e2nd Csrl would be here in Cslifornis
they would slso mske a living here, Every business house here
pays $100 to $150 dollsrs for month,

Conditions here are so that if one thing doesn't go the
other will and nobody is sshamed to work, During the week T
work with pick snd shovel snd on Sundsy's I help st s bar in one
of the first houses for which I receive $6,00 per Sundsy, ell
the eats and drunks snd free cigars.

However, I would not like to see the boys depend on my sup-
port. I will gladly do 211 in my power to belp them elong, It
would help them considerable to be able to speak a few words
in English, I am now perfeect in English and lesrn 2lso & few
words in Spanish,

Probably you have hesrd already about the lssgt fire here
in San Francisco., When I arrived in Ssn Frencisco I left my
suitcese and my gsrments for which T peid in New York $120,00
also my pocket watch which I brought along from home snd my pin
In 5 werehouse. I hsd ko pay $1.00 & wonth. 411 this budned
up In the lasgt fire,

I could write lots more but will ssve some for next time
when os I hope I con give you & better report.

Write soon and much slso hesve Ludwig write to me.

Meny hesrtfelt greetings to 2ll our relstives snd acquain-
tances, Hoping that this letter finds you and sll in the best
of health

I remain your son

¥, W, Von Gerichten

Downleville Post Office-

Yuba City, Californis
Pardon my bad and faulty writin-, Alsoc Jacob von Offenback
could write to me, Something we don't have here to bother us,

Comig B oy




that is women, This is for Budwig, He should not join the

Aymy. If he doesn't went to come to C2lifornis or Americs

he should go some place else,

That the little one is in school in Offenback I don't like st
8ll. I am sure school is not 2s good there ss it is in Mennheim,

Camptonville, Calif,
October 31, 1856

Dear Mother:

One month ago I sent & check dreswn on Rotchild Frankfort
for 500 Gilden to you in & letter. I hope you have received it
by now,

When I wrote this letter I wss in San Francisco to buy
provisions for the winter. I live sbout 200 miles from San
Francisco here in the mountsins but not quite as far away as
Louis, Carl, and Phillipp,

I run here a bakery and s coffee ssloon. It is slready 12
months since I started here., I hsve a partner who is married.
His wife has, however, nothing to do with the business and
doesn't live in the house,

At present our business is slow 2s everything here because
last winter we hsad very little snow consequently very little
woter and water is most importent in the mines, But we earned
since we are here sbout $1,000.00 per man snd we expect to do
better this yeor.

Last year we bought all our goods through second hand but
this year we will buy first hend. We are slso better acquesinted,

In San Francisco I spent $5,000,70 guilder on goods and
t111 they resch us here it will cost us $2,000.00 more.

My heslth 1s at present not very good., I suffer s kind of
rheumotism in my limbs, This might hsve been csused by so much
exposure to the weather snd too much working in the water inside
the mines.,

Regsrding my brothers Louis, Csarl and Phillipp I hardly can
write you anything because I have not seen Louls the last 13
months, Carl 8 months and Phillipp since 20 months,

They only write to me when they wsnt something, Since I
don't give them snything snymore I don't hesr from them, We
live only sbout 8 or 10 hours travelings spart.

I hope the dear Lord will let you llive for msny more yesrs
and give you health and if God will we will see each other
one more time 1n this world,

I dont't went to forget to mention thst I sent s snapshot
of myself and the house. I hope they reasch you undomaged and
soon.

I have to finish this letter because I don't feel good snd
the mail lesves todsy.

Many hesrty greetings for brother-in-law snd sister 2lso
to the little ones snd relotives who sre interested in me,

Pretty soon I will write to 81l of them, I beg their
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pardon for not writing gince,
Meny thoussnds of kisses for you, dear mother., I hope
when these lines reach you, you will be in the best of health.
Plesse write scon.

Your staslwart son,
F. W. Gerichten

My address:
Cemptonville Bakery,
Camptonville
Yuba County.
Californis .. —— .

— (0

STERRA COUNTY EISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

The Society held its Fall meeting in Goodyesrs Bar on Sundsy,
September 17, We met in the old Goodyears Bar Schoolhouse
which was built in 1862, The meeting was organized and hosted
by Mrs. Ruth Drury of Goodyesrs Bar., After s delicious "pot-
luck" lunch attended by members from sl] over the County, the
Businegs Meeting was held.

Several reports were given. There was much discussion concerning
the proposed "Museum Chain" which the H istoricsl Society is
plenning to build,

The next meeting wes scheduled for Jenuary 21, 1973, st the
Sierrsville School,

Mrs. Georgene Copren, Treasurer, reports thst the Historicsl
Soclety has (or cen order) the fellowing four books, at a
slzesble reduction in cost to members:
1. "Life snd Adventures of Jemes H, Beckwourth"
(from his own disry)
2. "Hunting for Gold" by Ms jor Williem Downie
3. "Ls Porte Scrapbook" by Helen Weaver Gould
4. "The History of Lassen, Plumss snd Sierra Countieg"
by Farris snd Smith.

Anyone wh» 1s s member wishing to order any of these books
please contact Mrs, Copren.




