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5 . DOWNIEVILLE DIGGINGS:
THE STORY OF PHILO A. HAVEN '4Qer

PART I: FIRST WHITE MAN AT "THE FORKS" (1849)

Who was the first white man to reach the Forks of the North Yuba -

Refore the gold seekers there were the fur trappers

But they left no trace behind them.

None there on the North Yuba River save Indians {

When Philo A. Haven and his party of miners

Arrived in August 184S with pick, crevicing spoon and pan.
(My grandmother as a little girl living in Downieville - she was Mary
Haven - remembered him well.) He would tell his neice all kinds of
tales of his early adventures in the Californmia gold diggings. He
reminded hery too, that it was her father who joined him as an early
gold miner to form the Haven Brothers partnership (and they were
greatly respected). - '

Who was Philo A. Haven? _

The records are sketchy concerning his early life. He was born
in Sheridan, Chatauqua County, New York in 1818 where his father, Elias
Haven was owner of a hardware store. When Philo was 16, the family
moved way out to Joliet, Illinois where his father soon became warden
of the state penitentiary. Philo and his young brother James, who was
nine years younger, grew up in this little frontier town of Joliet.

Tragedy struck when their father, in his duties as warden, was
killed in his attempt at preventing the escape of a prisoner from the
state penitentiary. Twice within a lifetime had a bullet ended the
life of the head of the Haven family. Young Philo's great grandfather,
Elias Haven, was one of the Minutemen at Lexington on that fateful day
of April 19, 1775.

Most records show that the early gold seckers who left their homes
for the gold fields of California in 1849 were young men from fine
families, eager for adventure and the dream of finding their fortune
out west - then to return home to their waiting wives or parents.

Philo Haven was 31 and unmarried. He left Joliet, Illinios in the late
Spring to join up with a wagon train of seventy four people, mostly
young men. But at the Great Salt Lake he left the train, and with six
other men rode on in advance as scouts for the long wagon train over
the overland trail to the California gold fields. They came through
Henness Pass, later camping on the Bear River. On August 16 with pick,
shovel and pan, he was mining on the Yuba River in the Slate Range of
the Sierras. Thus, Philo Haven waszs’ one of the first white miners to
reach the northern Sierra gold fields.

- & few miles upstream on the North Fork of the Yuba River he bought
a claim from Cut-Eye Foster, but still not satisfied he abandoned it
and with the help of an Indilan he located at Little Rich Bar (August 24,
1849). Here he joined into a partnership with his nephew, Carlos Haven,

_Warren Goodall, and Thomas Angus. ‘
,Fhilo A. Haven's account of the finding of gold on Little Rich
" Bar 18 quite amuging. About the last of August, 1849, while work-
ing at Cut-Eye Foster's Bar, just below and near Indién valle in

Yuga county, he, with his three companions, saw an Indian whoyﬁad

 a arger nugget. than any they had found. On being asked to tell






































































































