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HISTORY OF DISCOVERY OF GREAT BLUE LEAD

After the first pass at the rich surface stream placers, the more
enterprising of the gold-rush prospectors turned their attentions to
the perplexing but highly productive "hill diggings." The shrewder
miners, like Chips in the narrative below, figured out that these were
the remnants of ancient fossil rivers. The author of "Eerly Annals of
Downieville and Vieinity," chapters of which have appeared in these
rages in recent months, participated in the hill diggings boom of the
1850's, up on the ridge south of town.

In Chapter Six of "Early Annals," reprinted from the Tuolumne
Courier (1860), he expands on his favorite theme and records some of
the events that took place in this boom. The discerning reader will
recognize this chapter as the source of the oft-quoted tale of the
short but illustrious mining career of "Chips," the English ship car-
penter, Alleghanian M.A.Singleton wrote Bancroft the historian, in
1862, that Chips' real name was Wilson. But posterity undoubtedly
will continue to think of him as Just Chips, and the big hydraulic
scar as "Chipses Flat" will long endure as a monument to the part he
played in the goldrush in south Sierra. Likewise, the Smiths’ name
has been fittingly retained to designate the corresponding flat on
the Allegheny side of Kanaka Creek. The narrator of "Early Annals"
would have done far better to have joined the Smiths rather than try

-~William Pickiepoche

In July 1852, the hill diggings of Minnesota were discovered by
Old Joe Taylor, Chips, and Mike Savage, as they were brospecting in
Taylor's Ravine, near its head. Chips, whose right name, as far as I
am able to tell, was never rightly known, was supposed to be an old
Inglish sailor, a ship carpenter by trade. He was an original sort
of a character, living alone in an old dirty cabin, and hardly ever
sober; but one of the luckiest pProspectors of this vieinity. Chips,
then, whilst prospecting on the Ravine, observed an outecrop of blue
gravel, and informed his partners, Taylor and Savage. Starting a
tunnel here, they soon found it to pay extremely rich; and as such
men could not long keep their secrets, it was not a great while be-
fore others got scent of the wealthy claims in thig vicinity. This
was the starting of the Blue Tunnel, the Irish claim, the Wisconsin
Tunnel, and the Minnesota Drift.

At first, it was thought that the rich hill claims were only
peculiar to this ravine; nor did they look further than the outcrops,
for diggings, for some months. But, as ground became scarce, the
miners tried other localities, esven commencing in the solid rock.
Chips, who could never sit down to regular hard work, but who was,
perhaps, the best prospector of the whole district, now began o
prospect on the opposite side of +the ridge; rightly arguing that as
both the creeks were rich, the lead must be in the center of the
hill, Accordingly, selling out to his partner, Taylor, he commenced
at, or near to, what is now known as Chips' Flat, nearly opposite to
his old claim, the Blue Tunnel, with the avowed intention of runnipng
a tunnel so as to meet the other and make an opening from Minnesota
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Flat to Chips' Flat; the understanding being that each company should
own to the center of the hill,
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MINNESOTA - MID FIFTIES (Courtesy of Mrs. Doris Foley)

Chips soon struck richer gravel than had been struck before by any
company, and his fame spread accordingly. He sold shares in his
tunnel to anyone disposed to buy, bought others in different parts of
the hill, and was in a fair way of becoming a millionaire; but this
ruined him, as will be seen hereafter.

Fred 0.Smith and Henry Smith, taking the hint from old Chips,
now commenced on thé flat on the top of the hill opposite to Chips
Flat and directly above the Forks of Kanaka Creek, and finding the
$0il and rock similiar, commenced tunneling with good prospects.

The Smiths, finding that the surface dirt would pay expenses, deter-
mined to run a bedrock tunnel until they struck gravel. Most per-
sons at this time, thought them insane, and the movement more than
doubtful; but nothing daunted, these enterprising men determined to
invest their all in this speculation, which everyone deemed to be
chimerical. The writer himself, who was personally acquainted Wwith
the Smiths, went seven miles expressly to try and induce them to
abandon the project. Fred Smith, in reply said, that he might poss-
ibly never Personally derive any benefit, but he was sure someone
would, and offered me an interest in his claim, if I would only
lend my countenance to the Project, so as to induce others to.do the
Same. I deemed him crazy, and left him with feelings of compassionate
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sorrow for his'ecrazy hobby. This was
in 1853. X

Meanwhile, Chips had struck it
extremely rich, at Chips' Flat, and
was almost constantly drunk: his
partners wished to buy him out, but
he refused steadily to sell. They
now went about on the other tack; and
as they could not buy hinm out, deter-
mined toc let him kill himself with
Strychnine whiskey. Accordingly,
they procured a barrel and made him a3
present of it. He soon died, and st
the Coronor's inquest it was stated 7 e
that he killed himself by drinkine, At. :
certain quack doctor from Downievillefffi/lefz’ﬂ
whose name, if I read it right in my notes, was Craigge, stated under
cath that he made a post mortem examination of the body, and that he
died of Delerium Tremens, and the Jury so found. But, on the otker
hand, Dr. Wn. Randall, an English surgeon, who had been Surgeon Gen-
eral to the British Naval wquadron, in the celebrated Opium War in
China, and later a Surgeon to the American Army in Mexico, denied that
Chips had died of Delerium Tremens, boldly stated at the inquest that
he distinctly found opium, both in the stomach and brain. Randall, in
fact, was the one who had opened the body; as Craigge was so incompe-
tent as not to know how to commence the operation. And what makes it
the more probable that this was the truth of the case, is, that Chips'
share of the tunnel, after deducting the expenses of the funeral, was
escheated to the other partners, by the general vote of the company.
Thus ended the 1like of poor Chips, a man who had done more than most
men to develor the resources of Sierra County.

In 1854, = perfect rage for starting bed-rock tunnels commenced
all along the different divides. The Red Star, Blue Star, Typhoon,
Hook and Bull, Maidhead, and various other tunnels were now started;
all of which, at first, were started too high up on the mountain.
Every hill was now covered by bands of prospectors, starting tunnels
and shafts in all sorts of places, both practical and impractical.

As a consequence, many companies were ruined; although many had

nothing to lose but their time and were not hurt much after all.

The usual practice was to go to the merchants and offer Ghem a share,

on the condition of their furnishing necessaries. Almost all agreed

to this, but it was the most ruinous volicy that could have been

pursued, as the sequel shiowed; for no sooner had these companies

come to pay gravel, or was supposed to be near it, then the accounts

would be presented, and if not instantly vaid, the tunnels

would be seized and sold on execution, and generally

3 brought in for a trifle by the mer~
2N\ chants themselveas. Th usends
I were thus ruined.
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By 1855, the celebrated Blue Lead had been traced as far as |
Mariposa County; and now the rage for hill diggings had increased, it
was extended northerly. Forest City had been struck before, as T
mentioned in a previous number; Star Hill, opposite or west of it
(this was the hill between Alleghany and Wet Ravine); American Hill,
on the east; Mount Vernon, south (actually east); and Monte Christo,
on the north. Besides these discoveries, others were continually
making for miles north of these hills until, in the winter of 1859,
the same lead had been traced to Quincy, in Plumas County.
(The author of these lines didn't realize that there were
several separate Tertiary river systems, not Jjust one
"Blue Lead." - W.P,) In 1855, Chapparal Hill, one and one |
half miles north of Monte Christo, was struck.

South of Minnesota, on the opposite ridge dividing :
the Middle Yuba, the miners were not idle in the meantime. &
Successively, Snow Tent, Moore's Flat, and the New Orleans /=~
Flat had been struck, both as to hill and hydraulic dig- :
gings; and in 1855, the amount of gold taken out on this
ridge fell but little short of the other rich ridges north
of it. But in the fall of 1855, quite a disaster oceurred,
between lMoore's and Wolsey's Flat, by the breaking of a
dam, which swept away nearly a quarter of a mile wide of
the soil. Yet it is doubtful whetherp the injury was
greater than the benefit, because it developed the rich
Blue Lead, extending southerly. .

In the summer of 1854, LaFayette Hill was struck
by the writer; but it has been only for a few months :
that it could be worked, on account of the scarcity of water. No less
than five different companies had attempted %o bring water to the ;5 g I
but owing to a very deep gap, it was found so difficult to accomplish,
that they successively abandonded the project. At last a company was
formed, who have, at very extraordinary expense, succeeded in ecarry-
ing the water two thirds of the way up the slope, from the bottom of
the gap, onto the hillside, and by winding around the hill, have
accomplished the bringing of water upon the top of the ridge, one mile
below the gap. This is as high as water can be brought, and other
companies are obliged to use other expedients to get their dirt to
water. Large "shoots" are formed, below the level of the ditech, and
thus they succeeded tolerably well in washing the dirt. LaFzyette
Hill promises to be one of the richest - if not the richest - ridge
that has hitherto been struck. The next richest, is probably the
Mount Vernon divide, which passes through Plunm Valley, and extends
past, and parallel to, the gravel range of Camptonville. New
discoveries in this extremely rich section are still, in 1860,

being made. At Plum Valley, on the ranch of Mr. Bope,
& stratum of some kind of clay, having no grit, has
lately been found, richer than anything reached
before.




Editor's Note: At the March, 1971, meeting of the
Sierra County Historical Society, Mr. A. Strang of
Sierraville gave an interesting address on the early
modes of transportation in and out of Sierra Valley.
We felt that his remarks were of special interest
and so are presenting his address as an article in
your Bulletin. DNotes concerning the author, lMr.
Strang, may be found in Vol. I, #2.

EARLY TRAILS AND TRANSPORTATION

Apparently the first white men to set eyes on Sierra Valley was
& group of deer hunters from the mining camps around Downieville.
Led by A. P. Chapman, they were hunting on Haskell Peak and from
there sighted Sierra Valley. This was in 1850. They returned to
Downieville and reported their find. In 1851, Mr. Chapman and an-
other party came back via Mohawk Valley to the "Great Valley" he had
‘sighted the year before. This time he, Joseph Kirby, John Gardner,
and I. K. McClannin posted claims for a ranch apiece.
From the description of the Chapman site, it would
appear to be the old Devine ranch.

As winter came on they returned to Downieville,
and in the spring of 1852 brought men with them and
proceeded to build log cabins on their claims. This
same spring Jim Beckworth built his place at the

north end of the valley. Other claims were taken up
at the Randolph area. The first permanent home built . e
-.in Sierraville was by John Lipscomb, who built on the ereek back of

the lot between the present home of Mrs. Barrington and the Cold
-Creek Tavern. He later sold this to William Arms in 1857, Mr. Arms
later built a store and a hotel and was also Sierraville's first
postmaster.
: In 1854 the Smith Mining Company went in to the
i S Smithneck area, built houses and corrals, and
’qy ﬂﬁr' planted five acres of wheat. - The Indians raided
/ // them, killing an ox and burning the buildings.
Ml l/ ) / + The men escaped to Randolph, and Smithneck was
’ } // / abandoned. The field of wheat was given to T.

AR e R GRS Batelli, who cut it with a hand sickle and
harvested it. He lived on the ranch now owned by M. J. Bony, and gave
his name to the street that runs north from Main. Two years later
David B. Patterson again opened up the Smithneck area, building a log
cabin at a gpring just west of Loyalton. This cabin was later incore
porated into the house that still stands on the ranch owned by the
Grandi brothers. During the Civil War, so many volunteers joined the
Union Army from this place that the town's name was changed to Loyalton.

With more settlers moving in and more permanent homes being
built, many supplies were needed, and so started the many pack trails
and stage and freight lines about which T wish to talk.

Nathaniel Strang came to the Valley in 1856 - coming across the
Isthmus of Panama - and eventually up the Yuba River to Downieville.
He took up his claim along the creek that flows through the center of
the valley (still called Strang Creek). Two years later his son
brought a pack train in from Downieville to get hay for his stock.
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The trail then went from Downieville up the river, behind Sierra
Buttes and around Haskell Peak, entering the valley at the Chapman
place. They cut the hay with scythes, raked it by hand, and baled

it with a "dead-fall" baler. This was a weighted lever mortised into
& tree stump which tamped the hay into a wooden frame. The resulting
bales were taken by mule back ~ 150 pounds to each mule - and taken
back over this torturous route.

In 1864 he drove a herd of cattle from Downieville to Sierra
Valley for a Mr. Bailey. This was sort of like taking Mahamet to the
mountain. It was easier to bring the cattle to the feed. . He blazed
a shorter trail, coming in over Yuba Pass and entering the valley
through Turner Canyon. ;

In 1872 Heartwell Franklin and Henry Turner (of Sattley) took a
contract to build a wagon road over this route for §20,000 (a twenty
mile  stretch). It followed, essentially, the same route of our State
Highway 49, presently in use. Supplies camé in this way, as well as
by Beckworth's line from Chilcoot summit to Quincy and over Buck's
summit to Marysville. This also drew much business to and from Long
Valley and Honey Lake, the main freight depot being at Summit (near
Chilcoot).

With the discovery of gold and silver in Virginia
City in 1859, it became necessary to haul huge
amounts of supplies from the boats at Marysville.
Their wagons came up the Yuba River to Freeman's
Crossing (Jjust below Camptonville) and over the
Henness Pass. This followed the high crest of
the ridge from the crossing at Freeman's - past
Weber Lake, Kyburz Flat, Sardine Valley - through
Dog Valley to Verdi and on to Reno. These early
: road builders liked to stay on the crests of the
ridges for two reasons. First, there was less grade, as the ridges
hold to a fairly constant elevation, and, second, the winds kept the
very top blown clear of Snow, the drifts piling up just over the
crests. As traffic moved over Henness Pass it eliminated much of the
~use of the Yuba Pass road, it being a much shorter distance to meet
the supply trains at Kyburz, and coming down the Cold Creek canyon, a
relativelﬁreasy route.

But ogress doomed the Henness Pass road in its turn. The
Southern Pacific railroad was opened in 1869, the first train moving
through Truckee on May 10t of that year. Freight came into Truckee
by rail and The road to Kyburz was extended over Sagehen into Truckee.

: Slerrgv111e became the hub of a network of lines, with the wagon
trains coming in from Truckee and branching out into three main lines:
one to Johnsonville, one to Sierra City and Downieville, and one +o
Summit through Loyalton. At this time Randolph sported one hotel,
one livery stsble, a grist mill, saw mill, two
saloons, and a blacksmith shop, while Sierraville
had two hotels, three saloons, and three g -
livery stables. It was a busy, bustlingg
noisy place.

In 1890 a narrow gauge railroad @
- -

called the Sierra Valley Railroad was
built in from Reno Junetion (where it
met the N.C.0.R.R.) - over Beclkworth S~

pass to Vinton - on to Clairville ang =
Clio. This brought freight, mail, etic., |



closer yet, and Vinton (formerly called Cleveland) was the pick-up
spot with a shuttle network of teams and pack trains feeding into
the established lines. . :

In 1901 another railroad was built from Boca to Lewis Mill -
about half way between Loyalton and Sardine Valley. This replaced
the old steam traction wagon trains then in use in the logging and
lumber operations. These were steam powered, with two huge cleated
rear wheels and one small driver wheel in front. It pulled a string
of wagons - logs or lumber.

This railroad was later extended into Loyalton and was known
as the B & I (Boca and Loyalton). At this time there were five saw
mills and three planing mills in Loyalton. When they pushed on
across the valley to join with the Sierra Valley rails at Horton
Junction (near Hawleyg, a spur continued on to Horton's landing and
another to the ice pond at Gulling or Grizzley Creek.

Many spurs ran from all these many lines into mills and log-
ging -camps -~ one of the longest being from Horton's landing into
Clover Valley. This operated until 1957 when the big trucks took
over the log hauling.

Distance was béing eliminated all the time. Freight, passen-
gers, and even thé mail came in to Lgyalton, except in bad weather
when the letter mail came via Vinton - as snow created a problem on
the B & L. In 1910 the Western Pacific built the second trans-
state railroad up the Feather River Canyon - crossing the north end
of Sierra Valley. This compounded the troubles the B & L were
having and they discontinued operation on December 1, 1916. However,
the W. P. bought the section running from Hawley to Loyalton and
continued operation of it - Clover Valley sharing ifts use until 1957.
This is the only section of the old B & L still in existence.

Charles Duboirdieu was the last of the old stage lines to
cperate under horse power. He followed such old timers as Laity,
Linus, Dolley, and A. S. Nichols. Between 1912 and 1915 the stages
modernized and motorized - but still served the surrounding
communities. .

Most of the mail to Downieville still comes in from
Chilcoot and over Yuba Pass, though without most of the
early hardships. Now a rotary snow plow clears the
way, whereas 1t used to go on skiis in the winter
time. One ledgendary man by the name of Tom Sawyer
carried the mail for many winters. He was a huge man
and could carry 100 pounds a trip, skiing to Sierra
City one day and back the next. Snowshoes on .
horses and even an early model of a snowmobile = f? et
were used. This contraption had two tank-like, :
bullet~shaped runners with spiral, grooved surfaces.
Ever working towards faster amd more improved trans- 5

(’3) 5 portation! Now IS
: R we sit in heateq‘
omfort and
"enjoy qur "in- ~J¥N
sstant" communications
and wonder at the stamina of the
w_=—— men our mountains produced. How
did they do it?
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(Previously printed in the Magazine Section of the San Fpancisco
Chronicle, July 3, 1960)

=
THE DAY THE DRUMMER FELL OUT OF THE WINDOW w— ;l 99 -‘l
- By Blanche Somerville

e

The boom of the old cannon on the point below Downleville, and the
firing of anvils at the blacksmith's shop below us, awakensd us early
that moming. We (my older sister, younger brother and I) dressed
hurriedly, but lingered for a look at my treasurers; the firscrackers
and other things that had taken 50 cents of my Lth of July money.

Our house was high on the hill above town, and as we looked down
the sun was rising and the flag just being ralsed on the flag pole at
the Plaza; The town was gailly decorated, for it had invited the
country around to a gala celebration,

As we looked; a buggy drawn by a spanking team of bay horses whirled
up to the hotel, and the occupants alighteds The 'men helped the
women over the mud and steps to the sidewalk. Both men and women
wore long dusters; the women were heavily veiled for mountain roads
wers dusty then. Many other vehicles were to follow, for the neighe-
boring towns sent their delegations to help celebrate the glorious
Fourth,.

I hurried into the house to get ready for my part in the day's
program. The younger girls were to be states in the float represen-
ting the United States of America. S50, dressed in my white dress,
all decorated and starched, flounced and be-ribboned, I made my way
down to the Plaza, where we assembled to take our places on our
float, which was decorated with red, white and blus bunting,.

As I went on, excitement grew and thrills raced t hrough and through
me. PFir and spruce trees lined the sireets, their fragrance mingiing
with the smell of freshly sprinkled streets, laced through with the
odor of bombs and firecrackers-=-the unforgettable lth of July smell,
There is nothing 1ike it now,

Up at the Plaza all seemed confusion, Would we ever be ready?
Then our States! names were draped over our shoulders and across
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our Ironts. I was New Jersey, wishing to bs New York instead. we
were lifted to our places, lining the float both sides, equally,

Then came our beautiful Goddess of Liberty, blond hair flowing:
gold-crowned, white robed, she occupied her throne, Beside hepr stood
Uncle Sam, with striped trousers, blus coat, tall hat,

Now the Grand Marshal rode by on his prancing black horse, getting
the parade in order, Leading, a vehicle bearing several youths with
the colors, The breeze lifting the flags to reveal the red, white
and blue. Then the brass band, the drummer with his blg bass drum,
He seemsd about as round as his drum.

Everyons was contributing his part that day, Native Sons and
Daughters, civic and fraternal orders, school children, horseback
riders, and to be sesn later, The Clampers, -All had a rart in the
wonderful parade,

Ready at last, the drum gave the signal, "Left, left, left-right-
left.™ Then swinging into a march, the band went on; and soon we
followed, The driver seemed hardly able to hold his four horse team,

Past China Town, the brewery, the upper light bridge, the foundry,
the old school house, the residences, to the rear corner,. then across

" the upper bridge where two branches of the Yuba unite, and into
town again, Then across the lower bridge to the Court House, where
the Sheriff and aides greeted us, The band responded with a number,
I think 1t was "Hail Columbia," Back to the Plaza we disbanded for
an interval to rest and find rest and finad refreshment a,

cake, Mrs, S, had made, How good it wasy

The patriotic pProgram waes held in Armory Hall, above the livery
stable, and so my parents gathered us together as it was a "mus ¢*
To attend that. How right they werey

The hall was well filled as we entered, the dignitaries chosen
for the occasion Seated on the decorated rostrum, a table with s
water pltcher and glass at hand, . The chairman introduced the of=-
ficers and guests of the day, then a sopranc Soloist came on to lead
in the "Star Spangled Banner." The bang blaying the melody softly,
We stood for that,

The band was present taking their places in the upper right core
ner of the hall nesr an open window., The drummer, mopping his face .
took his seat in the open window.

The reading of the Declaration of Independence followed, 7Tt
Seemed very tiresome to me, but we heard it, all of it, The chéirman
sald he was to present "a few remarks." As often happens, thoss
few remarks went on and on. It was very warm, the benches were hard,
my feet didn't touch the floors I went to 8 leep,

Awakened by a sudden commotion, up near the band, I saw the sun
shining through the open window where the drummer had been, He had
been sleepy too, and fell backward onto a shegd roof far below. We
walted silently until word came back he was not seriouslg injured,

bhe held by his charming mannsr, so genlal, friendly and sincer
Suppose there was much I did not understaﬁd, but ag he rinisheg.II
knew one thing; I was glad and proud to be an American, That speaker



was Tirey L. Ford, later to become Astorney General for the State
of Cy,lifornia. :

Then the chairman read some announcements; there would be a
picnic lunch served at the grounds up the river, followed by sports,
gemes, contests, and baseball, In the evening another big event, a
Clamper parade.

The little minister said the benediction, then we stood to sing
"America." We welcomed the free period of the afternoon.

We enjoyed the afternoon with ouwr guests. EvVeryone seemed ready
for the plenic lunch, most of all the cold pink lemonade.

Now at lesst there was time for our fireworks. We had fire-
crackers, big and little, sparklers, whirling pin wheels, shooting
stars, and a number of punks, or joss sticks with which we lighted
our tressurers. No matches!

About S o'clock mother called us in for the traditional Lth of
July dinner, We had fried chicken and cream gravy, new potatoes,
peas, corn, & vegetable saled and for dessertjchocolate cake or
cherry pie, and best of all, watermelon.

But the celebration was only half over. As it grew dark, there was
a halfe-hour of fireworks, a grand display we thought. Then came
the Clampars! parade, & feature unique to the mountain communities,

It was a torchlight procession, like a combination circus parade
and masquerade, First a vehicle bringing the Noble Grand Humbug and
a companion with huge horn, the Clampers! hewegag; there was a
raucous band, the unpredictasble goat, a donkey and clown, & two=-
humped camel with human fest. Other animals and features joined
the fun,

Near the end came a rooster opening and closing his yellow
"beak" ~-I was sure I knew wno that was, At the very last a blue
devil, with horns and tail, and pitch fork,

The celebration was to be concluded witha grand ball, held in the
Amory Hall, Mother said we could go look for a while. The hall was
quite filled when we came in, the ladies in their beautiful gowns,
escorts in black or dark sults, The musicians were getting tnelr
instrumert s ready, softly tuning violins and ¢elle with the pisno. An
odd looking thin man with clarinet seemsd to be ready.

The caller announced the Gpand March, tanen here they came, led g
by lovely Eva and her tall escort. She wore a gown blue as her eyes,
her dark hair piled high on her head. She was graceful and dignified.
I loved her petite sister who followed, brown hair brown eyes, in a
cloud of pink tulle. And as all the rest came on I knew many of them:
The stately judge, with his slender wife, Tirey Ford and his sparkling
brunette partner=-the gay, red-hsired lawyer with his companion-and
ell the rest, a2 goodly company indeed,

The music chenged, they swung into the quadrille, directed by the
caller, The "round dances" followed, waltzes, polkas, schottisches,
versovian, with an occasional quadrille., Gslety incressed, as they
danced the Virginia Reel, then the hilarious ‘Paul Jones. The rhythm,
the melody, the light and cdor and galety were entrancing but fimlly
my father said, "Time to go homs.”

Reiuctantly, I stumbled down the narrow stairs, out onto the board
sidewalk; past a darkened doorway, where a figure huddled, apparently
asleep. Hg had celebrated too well,

We went on intoc the black velvet darkness, the strains of "Over
The Waves" coming tc us faintly, The end of the day for us, and pers=
haps, almost the end of an era.

Blanche Sommervilie
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The Silerra County Historisal Soclety 1s pleased to present to our
readers the Historical Survey of the Stampede Re voir Arsa In
the Little Truckee River Dréinage DistPict By Prof. W. Turrerntite
acksSon, Prof. of History 8t the Univers] Lty of Califarnia at Davis,
This work was done thro ugh the Historical Section of the National :
Park Service, Department of the Interior. We are publishing the R
work, in three parts, with the permission of Prof, Jackson and the
Department of the Interior. The historical swvey is divided inte
four sections;
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HISTORICAL SURVEY P

I. Immigrant Routes Traversing the
Area

The California Trail was opened by the
John Bartleson~John Bidwell Party in 1841, =
After traveling across present Nevada along =

the Humboldt River to its sink, the group tra- =9 , T
versed the desert to the Walker River, ascen- ™ i e
ded one of its tributaries, crossed the Sierra iR WWQMMQW*“
in the vieinity of Sonora Pass and finally : ‘mHM@”fWW‘Wﬂzhﬂﬂ-
reached the headwaters of the Stanislaus River Vighe P

on the Western Slope. The first crossing of the Sierra Nevada by a
party of pioneers was far to the south of the Little Truckee River
Dralnage Basin, the area of present study, As a part of the "Great
Migration" of the year 1843 the Joseph Chiles-Joseph R. Walker Party
came to California, but their routes were even farther away from the
geographic area being examined, Chiles attempted to skirt the Sierra
to the north by following a route along the Malheur and Pit rivers
and Walker led his wagon train through Owent's Valley and Walker's
Pass into the southern San Joaguin Valley,

l. Opening the Truckee River Route, 184l '

85& so-called "Truckee River rou 8" was discovered and traversed
by the Staphens-Townaend-Murphy Party during 184l;, The ascent of the
Truckee River was a difficult route that involved interminable erose-
8ings from one bank of the stream to the other and at times it was
necessary to follow a Jolting passage up the stream bed itself, The
standard account of this venture by Moses Shallenbwrger, a member of

eoeAt first it was not discouraging. There was plenty of
wood, water, grass and game, snd the weather was pleasant,
The oxen were rested, and for a few days good progress was
made. Then the hills began to grow nearer together, and the
country was so rough and broken that they frequently had to
travel in the bed of the stream. The river was so crooked
that one day they crossed it ten times in traveling a mile,

of the oxen, while the rough stones in the bed of the river
wore them down, until the cattlets feet were so sore that it
became a torture for them to travel. The whole party were
greatly fatigued by the incessent labor. Hut they dared not
rest, ' It was near the middle of Ocltober, and a few light
Snows had already fallen, warning them of the imminent danger
of being buried in the snow of the mountains, They pushed on,
he route esach day becoming more and more diffieult, Each day

more coooked,

They were now comp#lled to travel together in ths bed of
the river, there not beling room between 1ts margin and hills
to furnish foothold to an OXe The feet of the cattle became 80

water, or they could not be urged to take a step; and, in many
Instances, the teams had to be trebled in order to drag the
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wagons at all. On top of all these disheartening conditions
came & fall of snow a foot deep, burying the grass from the
reach of the cattle, and threatening them with starvation...

Shallenberger was probably recalling the events along the stretch of
the trail beyond present Reno, especially above Verdi, where the very
difficult upper canyon of the Truckee begins, After the first tra-
verse of the canyon that proved so difficult, it was always bypassed
in the future by immigrant parties, Shallenberger's narrative continues
seeIn thils manner they dragged their slow course along until
they reached & point where the river forked, the main stream
bearing southgest and the tributary almost due west, Then

arose the question as to which route should be taken, There
being an open space and pretty good feed at the forks of the
river, it was agresd to g0 into camp and hold a consultation..
After considering the mstter fully, it was decided that a few
of the party should leave the wagons and follow the main stream,
while others should go by way of the tributary, as that seemsd
to be the more promising route £or vehicles.

The pack party followed up the Truckee River to its head and were the
first white travelers to mreach the shore of the Lake Tahoe, so far as
1s presently known. The group moved along the west shore of the lake
and according to Shallenberger they "struck across the hills to the
headwaters of the American River, which they followed down to the
valley." George R. Stewart has been more specific in suggesting

that the group went up McKinney Creek toc its head, struck the Rube-
lcon River beyond the divide, followed that stream, and in turn the
.Middle and North Forks of the American River, and finally resached

the Sacramento Valley. Of greater interest to our investigation was
the wagon company. Shallenberger states, "The rarty with wegons pro-
ceeded up the tributary, or Little Truckie, a distance of two miles
and a half, when they cames to a lake since known as Donner Lake,"
Traveling with this group was 0ld caleb Greenwood and his two sons,
.John and Brit. John Greenwood resolved to re-locate the route in an
attempt to avoid the upper canyon of the Truckee,.C

2+ The Migration of 1845:

A party of fiffeen men set out from Sutter's Fort on May 12, 1845
headed eastward with news of the opening up of the crossing by way of
the Truckee River and Lake Tahoe. William H. Winter has provided us
with an account §f this 1845 west-east party of men mounted on horse-
back, Concerning the passage through the Sierra, he writesg:

Immediately upon reaching the summit, the whole eastern
side of the mountain burst upon the view: and & sudden
thrill of joy, awakened in every bosom, and flashed in
OvVery eyes.ssDown the mountain we could see a green spot,
at the further end of a beautiful lake [Donner Lake],
which spread out in a broad cerystal sheet Delow USeess
Descending the Eastern declivity, we came to the leke,
and passed around the Northern side, to the further ex=
tremity, where we found the grass, which we had seen from -
the summit of the mountain, in abundance, and of a very
good qualitye...sThe distance from the forks of the Juba
River to the lake, 1s about ten miles; and in this lake



the South branch of Truckies River (Ponner CresK) has

1ts source. This stream was called, by ths amigrating

party that went to Cglifornia, in the Fall of 184y, after

the name of an Indian, who piloted them across the mountains,
Leaving the lake, and the river which flows from it, to

the right, we bors off to the North EBast, for a wide, deep

gap, through which we supposed that we could bath pass, and

leave the mountains, At ten miles, we crossed the North

branch of Truckies River (Prosser Creek), & stream of consider-

ably size. We traveled eight miles further, to the head of

a stream, running to f?rom the North West, which we called

Snow River {Little Truckee River 3 43 a heavy fall of snow,

here obscuring our course, compelled us to halt, Snow cone

tinued to fall during this, and the succeeding day; and we

remained in camp. When it ceased, we agein proceeded on

our journey, leaving the gap for which we had been steering,

and bearing to the East, through a break in the mountain

which follows the course of Truckies River, and which is a

spur of the main California chain. Having erossed this

mountain, we came again, at five miles, to Truckies River,

which we crossed and traveled down on the South side==pag=-

sed across a barren plain [site of Rend}, ten miles in width,

and at fifteen miles,; came to the BEurnt Mountains. Thesas

are a succession of several high, perfectly barren, and very

rocky ridges. The distance across is about thirgy-fivs

miles, and the way was very tedius and tollsome,

According to Dale Morgan, John Greenwood was apparently responsible

for the improvemsnt in the route during the Spring of 1845 because of
.his dissatisfaction with the trail of the 184k emigrants who, after

reaching the site of Verdi, had followed the Truckee in the right-

angle bend it mekes, up through the canyon to where Donner Creak

enters the Truckee River. By the Fall of 184S the present Prosser

Creek, termsd the North branch by Winter, was being called Johnts

of John Gresnwood's Creek, Winterts Snow River, the present Little

Truckee, by 1846 was known as Wind River. The party went around
the r;h end of the Verdi Range via Dog Valley and gha:lr trail from

the Little Truckee to Doz Volley undoubtedly passed fhArough & portion
of" Stampede V.1llav, Thus, it can be ascerted that the horseback ———

parfy of the spring of 1845 including William H. Winter, Overton
Johnson, and E. A, Farwell, 0ld Greenwood and his two half=-breed sons,

west

wers %g? first to cross Stampede Valley and they were traveling from
€8st i
0ld Gresnwood returnsd to California in the late summer and

early fall as a guide to the so-called SwaseypTodd Party. Jacob R,
Snyder has left a diary of the passage scross the Sierra,

Thursday 18th {Sept] Packed this morning at 8 otclock (Snyder

Wadsworthj). Crossed the river meny times this day. Passed

8 number of Indian signs, Fresh. One of the oxen of the for=
ward company of waggons had 6 arrows shot into i1t by the Ind-
lans at night. Came in sight of a range of mountains that wers
smoking in many places. Encamped on the river, Travelsd 25
miles this day, Here we cross a bottom about 12 miles wide
[?reaent Renc} and widest bottom of this river. Here the river

<EEL"“\-.I’£§'ﬁ—nﬂ“\sz)



runs into the mountains of California. Ope of our pack horses
missed here in crossing a bad slough,

Friday 19th. Packed this morning at 1/2 past 8 otclock, We
follow the river after leaving the bottom; cross on the right;
again on the left & agaln on the right, and then take the
mountain (Rorth around the Verdi Range] leaving the river on

Dog Valley’] where we find a Spring branch and grass., The
mountains are thirekly covered with pPine and redwood, Tt is a
Pleasing sight after traveling so long over sandy plains & bar-
ren hills, We keep a mountain on ow left as we cross to the
valley. Encamped on the spring branch, Traveled 18 miles,
Saturday 20th, Packed this morning at 1/2 past 8 otclock, our
333?53'{ay up the valley we were in, over a ridge into an other
valley. Our course was between scuthwest & wost, Obviously
through a portion of Stampede Valley.) The best guide is g
mountain on the left bare of timber, It is ® miles to Wind
River [Little Truckee] from the spring branch where we camped,
9 miles from Wind River to Johns River [§roaser Creek], & 6
miles from Johns River to ths waters of Truckeys River [near

the point where we struck it. Near ths point ghere we struck
1t are two large isolated rocks in the valley,

. Morgan notes that Snyder in the above quotation has described

the relocation of the emigrant trail from present Verdi to present

.Truckee, north around the Verdl Range via present Dog Valley., Thus,

the Swasey-Todd Party is traveling the route into Californis that had

been traverged in the spring by the States=-bound party piloted by the

Greenwoods,® During 1845, the emigrant route through Stampede Valley
bad been traverssd i& oth directions, — —aE
Thomas gnt, another emigrant o 1845 with the Swasey-Todd Party,

tells of reaching the Truckes River after having crossed the Forty=-
Mile Desert and then remarks, "here the guide informed us that the

Jacob Snyder's Diary gives further

evidence connscting the experience of
the 18l migration with that of 1845. He
writes:

Sunday 21st. Packed this morning at 8
otclock and followed the river on the
right side until we struck a lake [Ponner .
Lakgj at the foot of the declivity of the
Back Bone of the California Mountains,
This Lake 1s 3 miles long & from 1 to 1%
miles wides We passed a log cabin built
Dy the Emigrants of last year [in which
Moses Shallenberger wintered, Their
wagons were left until spring before they
were taken over. A4 this lake we commence
ascending the rugged side of the mountain,
It 1s composed of masses of granite,




3. Overland in 18L46:
ansiord W, Hastings was part of the 1845 migration to California,

end in April, 1846 he was ready to re-cross the Sierra headed easte
ward apparently hoping to divert much of the Oregon-bound migration
of that summer to California, He was accompanied by the famous scout
and guide, James Clyman., Though travel was slow the Hastings-Clyman
Party reached the summit on May 1 having trudged through snow from
three to eight feest in depth. Clyman's brief diary records the cru=
cial events of the next four days:

[Magj.? Proceeded down t'® valley of Truckees River [Donner Creei)
through open pine woods and here we first saw the plains covered
with sild sage. The chain of mountains we have Just past is the
Ssame called the cascade chain in Orggon...we made a shor days travel
and camp on Johns [ﬁonn Greenwood's] creek [Prosser Cres to re=-
crult our half starved animals who had been three days and two nights
without a mouthfull of forrage having travelsd not more than 6 miles,....

3 Proceeded on Early about 4 miles to a fine vally ﬂ’(uasall Valla;j
of green grass whare we unpacked again for the day to glve our animals
& chance to recruit after thneir long and hard fatiegue.

i as the snow covered all the grass we packed and ware_early on
the way crossed Cuite a large creek [Little Truckes River) which has

rich vally [Dog Valley) 8 miles from our former encampment o s e

5 A cool night prgcesded S gasterly about 4 miles and came to the
main Tpuckies River (ﬁear Verdiﬁ where it first leaves the timbered
mountains and Enters the open Bald hills which would be mountains in
any other country,

This west-east crossing of the Sierra in the early spring of
1846 was a prelude to the migration along the Truckee River route
headed for California during August and September of that Year. Af

least five men left records indicating that in all probabilit they
ra EEE Verdi

velad Egg route yp the Dog Valley Zrade, around rdl Mpuntains,
and on to the Little Truckee way of Stampe de Vfllex before arriving
at Donnpsr ﬁgkp: William E, nglaF{ Mcholas Carr nger, Edwin Bryant,
James Mathers, and Leonard Heinrich,

The following is a pertinent excerpt from the sketchy Taylor
Diary:

Beached Trucky

21 Lay by all day. Tem 100 Fah.

2 Entered the Sierra Nevada or Cascade mts up Tpucky

vally 15 miles Tem 87 deg of Fah,

23 Traveled 18 miles Bad Road

2 W 10 miles came to timber Tem 93 deg Fah

25 Crossed a spur of the mts 12 miles Tem 84

26 Travelled 12 miles good Road Tem 32

27 n 8 miles Trucky Lake Tem 30 9.
Dale Morgan has suggested that the "spur of the mts." crossed on
August 25 lies just to the west of present Verdi and that Taylor was
moving to the west side of the ridge wisre the Little Tpuckee River
flows and in all probability he followed the established trail by way
of what was by that time generally called John Greenwoodis Creek, now
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Prosser Creek, to Donner Lake ,10
During these same days of August, Edwin Bryant was in the same

vicinity; on August 23 he camped at the Truckee Meadows site of pre=

sent Reno, His account, beginning the next day, reads as follows:
August 2l,..We resumed our march at the usual hour, Following
the river two amd thres miles further up, we turned abruptly
to the right, crossed its channel about tha thirtieth time,
and, through a ravine or gorge, ascended g range of mountains
on our right. Ve reached the summit of the range by a compar-
&tively easy and gradual ascent, passing over some rocky but
not difficult places....

We reached the summit of thne gap that afforded us a passage
over the mountein, about aleven o'clock, an%_descended a lo
and very stesep declivity on the othep side [Dog Valley Gradgg
bringing us into a small, oval-shaped and grassy valley, with
& faint spring branch of pure cold water running through it,
Thils hollow is entirely surroundsd by high mountains. The
8oil is rich, and the grass and other vemetation luxurient,,,

The trail here turns to the left again, taking a nearly south
course, over a rolling country, hoavily timbered with pines,
Turs, and cedars, with occasional Brassy openings. At three
o'clock, P,M, we struck & small stream, Tlowing in a Southwast
course, a tributary of the Truckee river. (Little Truckee River?
Ve camped in 2 small fertile bottom on this stream,

August 25...Crossing the stream we traveled in a south course,
over low hills and a rolling or undulating country, besvily
timbered, principal 1y with the yellow pine,...About one cl'clock
P.M, we descended a steep declivity, and struck a stream, waich
I first conjectursd might be one of the tributaries of the Sace
ramento; but after examination of its current, T discovered that
it ran the wrong way, and was compelled, reluctantly, to believe
that we had not yet reached the summit of the Sierra Nevada;

and that the stream was & tributary of, or the main Truckee
River., [Prosser Creek?)

About two otclock P.M., we suddenly and unexpectedly came in
sight of a smgl} lake, some four or five miles in length and
about two in bredth. We approached this lake by scending a
small stream which runs tarough a flat bottom.  [Domner Creek],
On every side, except tnls outlet from it, the laite 1s surrounded
by mountains of great elevations, heavily ang darkly timbered
with pines, firs and cedars. The sheet of water Just noticed is
the head of the Truckee river, and is called by the emigrants who
first discoversd and name it, Truckee Lake,11

The following month of September, Nicholas Carringer was in the
areas. His brief account of four days' travel is as rollows:
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(September) 17 thence Crossing tne river &ruckeej 4 times
then up the river 16 miles very bad road

18 thence crossing the river and mountain 16 miles to wind
river {Little Truckee River] [the distance and mountains
indicate the route around Verdl mountains via the Dog Valley
route

19 thence to John Greenwoods Cresk (Prosser Creek] 9 miles
verry good road

20 crossing a small hill thence (past Donner Lake) a goo[a]
[road} to the foot of the mountain 12 miles,l

Dale Morgan, who has edited this account, notes in particular the use
of famillar geographic names such as Wind River and John Greenwood!s

Creek, The laféer, 88 we have noted, had been referred to as "Johnts
Creek" by James Clyman on May 2, 1846 and T, H, Jefferson on his map

has used the name Pine Creek for the same stream.l

James Mathers and T,H, Jefferson traversed the area along the
Little Truckee River in early October, 1846, While Jefferson left
his significant map; Mathers left a brief di ary:

with grass thence across the same 4 m-=taence over a sandy and
stony ridge I m and encamped by the river Grass scarce & poor
==The Road extremely bead except on the valley-=There is pine
timber on the river ang the mountains to the westwarde=Scme of
the trees quite large General course to day Wests.

F 2nd Continued up the river 6 me-found a patc4§Gf good grass=-
road bad Course W. 6 m,

Sat 3rd Traveled 2 m to where the road leaves the river and
passed over a very high mountsain covered with lofty pine and
cedar and encamped in a small valley by a Spring--Course W,N.W.
There 1s less stone on the mountain tnan along the river and
the road is not very bad--over the mountains. Sm, 7m.

Sabbath 4th Traversed m to a creek and from thence to a small
valley of grass and Springs 5 m. road good general course S.S.W.12

in the mountains near the head of a branch of Trucky!s River--
road genersally good==-passed several patches YE grass and creeks
or Springs of water General (Courss S.W, 12

reachsd the bend of the Truckee at present Verdi and turned northe
west with the road to camp in Dog Valley, termed "Lawn Vallog" on
Jefferson's map, while cireling the Verdi Range, designated Steep
Stoney Hi1lls" by Jefferson., Both men noted tne pine forests hare,
On the 4th, Morgan Suggests the travelers went to the Little
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Truckee, shown as "Raven C." on Jefferson's map, then again south to
& camp in "Moss Vels," north of Prosser Creek, identified on the map
as "Pine C." Though Mathers does not mention either the Truckee
River or Donner Lake in his entry for October 5 he does refer to
Donner Creek, Jefferson, however, shows on his map both the lake
and the house Moses Shallenberger had occupied at its foot in 184} -
1845, cCamp was apparently made this day in Coldstream Valley south
of the lake; Jefferson used the name "Summit Creek" for Cold Creek,15

Heinrich Lienhard also traversed the Truckee route ascross the
Sierra in Ocrober, 1846, His daily journal entries close on Oct. 1,
Just as he was leaving the Truckee in the vicinity of present Verdi,
Some years later he recalled the events of tae next three days:

My daily entries atopped here, The daily chorse were seo

tiring that I was glad to get soms rest in the evening. I

recall the route and our campsltes exactly for the next few

days., For several of the later days I am not quite certain,

8till I remember most of 1t; and this I shall record NowWe

On the second of October we started out early in the mornings
the road, though not very good, was nevertheless better than
the one the day before. We drove through high forests altep=
nating with open, usually moist meadows., On one of these mead-
ows we pitched camp. The stock found an abundance of grass, and
if the sesson had not been so far advanced, a rest of several
days would have been very beneficial to the animals,

and other conifers, through which our road brought us, closer and
closer to the so-called high summit, We hoped to reach it that
afternoon., From the place whore we stopped at noon we could see
the summit ascrcss the topa of the tall firs, We wers very much
astonished to see what a2ppeared to be several covered emigrant

wound 1ts way higher and higher around various curves, and ws got
8 good foretaste of how the road through the Sierra Nevada would

be later on. We traveled 8ll kinds of bad roads, but we began to

believe the worst was yet to come, and in this we certainly were

not mistaken,

It was probably betwsen thres and four o'clock waen we arrived at
the base of the summit, The Wagons were left standing when they
came to this point, The summit lay two to three hundred feet
highﬁ!‘....lﬁ 2

These reminiscences of Lienhard provide little specific infore-
maetion on the route traveled; they are chiefly valusble for dramatic
description. However, scholars are of the opinion that his party
attempted to follow the established trail located by John Greenw od.
4e Eypidence Relative to the Donner Routs:

Perhaps the most graphic description or the plight of the Donner




Party in the Sierra in late October, 1846 1s that penned by C. F.
McGlashan: :

The delay at the Truckee Meadows had been brief, but every day
ultimately cost a dogen lives. On the twenty-third of Oct,, they
became thoroughly alarmed at the angry heralde of the gathering
Storm, and with all haste they resumed their Journey, It was too
lated At Prosser Creek, three miles bslow Truckee (below?) they
found themselves encompassed with six inches of snow, On the
summits, the snow was from two to five feet in depth., This was
October 28, 1846, Almost a month earlisep than usual, the Sierra
had donned its mantle of ice and snow. The party were prisoners,
All was consternation. The wildest confusion prevailed,

McGlashan describes how the Breen family moved into the old Shallen=
berger cabin and states that Keseberg, another member of the party
built a sort of half shed on the weat side of this cabin for his
family., The Murphys erected a cabin nearer Donner [ake, about 300
yards from the shore, using a large stone that was perpendicular
from the ground for ten or twelve feet for one side of the gtructure,
The Breen and Murphy cabins were about ons hundred and rfifty yards
apart. The Graves family built a house close to Donner Cresk, be=
tween a half and three~-quarters of a mile farther down the atream,
Adjoining tnis, forming a double cabin, the Reeds also built, Some
what removed from these three cabin locations housing five families,
the Donner brothers, Jacob and Geroge, together with their Tfamilies,
were encamped in Alder Creek Valley, six or seven miles from Donner
Lake. Concerning this encamptment, one participant later wrote, "wWe
had not time to build a cabin. The snow came on so suddenly that we
had barely time to pitech our tent, and put up a brush shed, as it
were, one side of which was open. The brush shed was covered with
pine boughs, and then covered with rubber coats, quilts, etc. My
unc%ié Jacob Donner, and family, also had a tent, and camped near
us .

OQur primery concern is the route traveled by the Donner Party,
Particularly between Octobenr 23, 1846 when the snow first began to
fall and October 28 when the party was on Prosser Creek, George
Stewart has made the following statement concerning the route of the
party along the Truckee River:

For the first time, from Stanton's story, tney had some detail
of the road ahead, A day's journey above the msadows it crose
sed thehrivgr for Ege rorty-?inth time in the eighty miles, then
swung shap to the right, lert the river to avoid ther cane
yon, afnd crossed & fairly eas range of modagafns. ext 1t de-
gcénded into a besutlful lIEE{e valley, dérossed & div s and
went southward over rollife, hoayll forésted counfry Eitalics
ming) with the main Tange of EHF'SIgfra ToominZz up @n the right,
Then 1t came to a cabin built two years before by winer=-bound
emigrants, A quarter of g mile above the cabin was Truckee Lake,
and from the lake you could look up at the great wall of the pass.l9

Upon inquiry about the documentation for "Stantonts story" the author
of this report was informed by Professor Stewart, "You have taken e
too literally about Stanton's story., I was only using a device to



bring to the reader what Stanton must certainly have told,"<0
The route of the Donner Party can not be ascertained on the

 The diary of

James Frazier Reed is abruptly interrupted on October 4s the day

time that Patrick Breents begins on November 20, when the majority
of the party were encamped at the lake. With no written record of
the route traversed, the scholar must examine the two map sources
that are available: the James Frazier Reed Map and the T, H. Jef=
ferson Map., Altbough the former is of little assistance, Dale Mor=
gan has concluded, "t think there is small doubt that the Jsfferson

lowed, in gensral, the route around the Verdi Mountains by way of the
Dog Valley grade and thence across the Little Truckee River to Pros=-
ser Creek, Alder Creek, and on to Donner Lake. To trace the exact
route one can only examins the terrain with the Jefferson mep in hand,

5+ The Migration of 1847:

Four men have left a record of their migration across the. Sierra by
way of the Truckee River route during the 1847 season, ‘Three of these
wers moving in a west-east direction: Nathaniel V. Jones, Henry Smith
Turner and Reobert S. Bliss. Both Turner and Jones were traveling with
General Stephen W, Kearny who was homeward bound after participating
in the American conquest of the Southwest and California, Sargeant
Jones' diary, publishead first, commented upon the partyts discovery
of the remains of the Donner Partys

Monday, June 21:--Struock the head of the Truckes River, Here

is a small lake, one mile in width and three miles in length,

We camped near the head of the lake,

June 22x--We came down the lake to some cebins that had been

bullt by some of the immigrants last fall, They were over=

taken in the snow. There were elighty of them in number, and

only thirty of them that lived. The rest of them starved to

death. Ths Genesral called a halt and detailed five men to

bury the deserted bodies of the others. One man lived about

four months on human flesh. He sawed their heads open, ate their

brains and mangled up their bodies in a horrible manner, This

place now goes by the name of Cannibal Campe While we were

stopped here the men came up with our pack mules. Col, Fremont

pPassed us here, the first time we have seen him 8ince we left

Fort Sutter. After we had buried the bonss of the dead, whi ch

were sawed and broken to places for the marrow, we set five to

the cabin., 7T started about two in the afternoon came seven

miles and camped, One mile above hsre there was another cabin

and more dead bodies but the General did not order them buried,22

Friday, June 25 s =aCame twelve miles down the riv



we camped last night, Indians plenty. About two miles from here
up thepriver there had been one wagon and load cashad tpachad].
It was dug up by the Indians, They wasted everything,

The journal of Henry Smith Turner, recently published, indicates that
he traveled in the same party with Jones and he does record some
specific information concerning the route followed by Kearny and his
man, 3
June 20.--March 12 miles to Bear Valley, unpack and remain in
camp until 3 p,m., March 7 miles further to a green valley, the
bead of the American fork; patches of snow near the road,
June 21.--Marched 30 miles about 20 of it over snow from 5 to
25 feet deep, travelling very laboriocus, in consequence of melt=
ing snow and mud. Encamp on the Trucky Lake (Donner Lake) have-
ing crossed the Sierrs Nevada, }
June 22,-~Reachsd the "Cabins," where 25 op 30 of a party of
emigrants, in attempting to pass the last winter, had perished
from starvation., Theip bodles & bones were strewed about, pre-
senting a revolting and distressing spectecle. The Gen'l directed
Maj. Swords to collect these remains & inter them, which having
been done we continued our march miles further; & encamped on
Greenwood's Creel, rosser Creek]),
June 23,-=Cross Greenwood 's Creek & wind River (Little Truckes
River), the bottom of both boggy & difficult to get over. After
& march of 20 miles encamped on ITrucky river, which having been
much swollen from melting snow we found deep and rapid,
June 2lj.--Got over Trucky river after much detention & difficulty,
continue our journey 18 miles, & encamp on the Trucky. 1In

tinue on its south side, the traveling in consequence laborious.
June 25.--Compelled at starting to travel 15 miles out of our
direction in Cconsequence of an impasssable sSwamp. Encamp on
Trucky after a march of 28 miles. The country extremely broken
and wholly destitute of timber.

June 26,--18 miles and encamp for the last time on Trucky, where
the emigrant road leaves it for the waters of Mary's river
[Hnmboldt Riveq].23

Another member of the Mormon Battalion, Robert S+ Bliss followed the
Truckee River route on his return journey to Salt Lake, but his
diary does not clearly delineate the route:
Thur. 9th sept 187 Came over a Mt. to the Trucky River cone
tinved down the Same about 25 miles & encamped where the river
puts through a Mt.
Frid 10th continued our March down this River 30 miles & en-
camped to day met the Emigration for California some 35 waggon
&c the road up this River crossed it 28 times we wet our Provis=-
ions to day some in fording so much.
Sat llth Sept 1847 This morning the most of our campany left
in order to reach ths Bilurfs this fall we lay by till 4 OClock

or water; at 4 0,C we started & left the Trucky River across
the desert about dark met Emigrants for C,lifornia and reachsd




25 miles further being

Sund the 12th Sept..s .2t
The only known westbound record of the migration of 1847 along the
Truckee is that of Chester Ingersoll:

Bolling Springs, Marey's Valley
September 1lth, 1847

This spring I desciribed in my last letter. Fprom this spring to
Truckey river is 20 miles, the last 8 miles, sandy.

Truckey river is about the siye of the Fox river, in Illinois,
but much more rapid., As you cross the river, there 1s good grass
for on mile, then 8 miles to good grass, then 10 miles up is good
grass; between the 1llth, 12th, and 13th crossing, the grass is
good; also between the 17th and 18th, and the road not very bad;
and between the 20th and 2lst, grass middling bordered with raggsd
hills of volcanic rock,

On the 16th travelled 15 miles and crossed the river the 22nd
time. From this, for 10 miles there is no grass until you strike
the river again & then scarce. At the head of a valley, pine is

lenty on the hills, Road stoney, On the 17th we travelled only
g miles and crossed river | times; the road was stoney and bad,

with 1ittle grass. We have now crossed the river 26 times in 47 miles.

It 1s nothing but hills and mountains, the river is rapid, water
cold and clear, In L miles is the 27th crossing and the lasteethe
road stoney and bad, Here you approach the region of Pine for the

first time, When you leave river, x;;_pross & high mountain
& 12 miles across £o & valley. Ertalics mine, " 8 mountain

8 & dénse Torest o pine, fur, and balsam with many other varieties
of timber, the name not known to us--sur course west. The hills are
not so roecky as the plains and the soil is goode As we nd

from this hill, we came to a valley of grass; 1tdIIc§'ﬁgnai here
cirsed Tndishs K a&"?“b our d%in n rogg daylight., Vvou
leave this place, and travel 7 miles to grass, then 5 miles to grass
and water, then 12 miles to water and grass. This is the last en=
campment until you take the mountain, which is the backbone of the
Cglifornia Mountains, From this you descend 3 miles to the vallo;
of Juber. Then 8 miles to grass and water, road hilly and rocky. 5

Thus, the available evidence proves that at least three of the trave
elers along the Tpuckee River route in 1847 are known to have traver=
sed Opeenwood's trace across Prosser Creek, the byttle Truckes,
through Stampede Valley, and over the Dog Valley grade to rejoin the
Truckee River near Verdi. An educated guess also suggeats that the
fouwrth traveler, whoss record is vague, also went along this route

to avoild the difficult upper canyon of the Truckes,

There are no known diaries of migration by the Truckee route in

1848,

é. Rou ef Apgonauts:
rior to tgfﬂheavy migration on tne California Trail in 1849,
not more than a dozen pioneer parties have laft records of their




route along the Truckee River between 18y5-1847 suggesting that they
croased the Dog Vylley grade and Stampede Vglley headed for the Lite
tle Truckee and Donner Lake: two in 1845, five or six in 1846, and
three or four in 1847, By way of contrast, Dale Morgan has iden=
tified 132 diarists on the overland trail in 1849. Of these, 110
went down the California Trail along the Humboldt. Such numbers

can best be interpreted through statistical calculations rather than
citing from the numberous available diaries. As for those who went
to California by the main Humboldt trail, a surprisable number of

4l of the 110 diarists chose the Lassen Cutoff, despite the fact
that none of them took this route prior to August 11, 1849, of the
remalning 69 who continued on down the Humboldt River to its Sink,
37 took the Truckee route across the Sierra, and 32 chose the carson
route. Morgan considers this pattern of choice somewhat remarkable
because ths reports from the U.S. relief expeditions have made oclear
that the Truckee route was not used at all after September, 1849,
The late-comers along the trail who did not taske the Lassen Cutoff
without exceptlion continued slong the Carson road,26 He has sumar-
ized the situation wlth the statement, "My statistical demonstration
in the Pritchard book indicated that there was more travel by the
Truckse route in 1849 tnan by the Carson route."27 Thers is every
reason to assume that the vast majority, if not all, of the 37 perties
who left records of their entry into California by the Truckee route
in 1847 followed Greenwood's Cutoff Lo avoild the upper canyon of the
Tpuckee and thus traversed Stampede Vplley.

T mggxg}-gf the 18501s:

Morgan doubts that the preference for the Truckes River routs
over the Carson route continued to prevail during the season of 1850.
Many of the immigrent parties had started out too lightly Provisioned,
and the trading stations established in the Carson Valley could come
to their relief pricr to their crossing of the Sierra., Overland
travel in 1851 was relatively meager, with correspondingly fewer
diaries, Travel in 1852 appears to have been heavy again, but most
of the immigrants who adopted the Truckee route in that year took
the new Bsckwourta Pass route across the high Sierra.28 Thus the em-
igrants who arrived at the eastern slope of the Sierra at the Truckee
River had the choice of threse passes open to them. 7In addition to
Donner Pass, there was Henness Pass to the north which offered a
shorter route to the rich diggings of the upper Yuba River at Downiee
ville and to all the other points between there 'and Marysville, Still
farther north was Béckwourth Pass. A1l of these Passes were used in

over, many avoided the Truckee route because of the unfaverable pub=
lieity associated with the Donner Partyts misfortune., As has besn
noted, a third factor drawing the immigrants to the Carson Pass was

<E§Z_.——'-\___;;k ‘;""--""\s._£§:5



the establishment of a trading post at Mgrmon Station, or Ggnos, in
Cqarson V,lley,

A careful mapping of the California Trail by way of the Carson

Valley has besn made and the Text to accompany these maps has been
prepared as follows, Tarefully indicating by c¢ross reference the come
ments on specific geographic locations by welleknown explorers:

of
of

From Carson and its region, destined to such fame & decade
later, ths pathway of the *49ers struck southward across Clear
Creek (Simpson, 92) and followed near the Carson into the more
frultful country of Reesets Ranch, the present Genoa, (ef, Sim=
pson, 26, 92; March, 275)e While fate placed the highest bare-
rier for the pioneers (The Sierras) in the last stages of their
pilgrimage, yet the refreshing streams tributery to Lake Tahoe

ave them the needed coursge for t he mountain slimb beyond
%Bryant, 223; Harlan, 61; Simpson, 26 92). Numerous anclent trails
from Tahoe crossed the mountain ranges. ‘The Daggett Trail, as
one of these became known, branched from the main route near the
Nevada-Cplifornia 1ine; it crossed Johnson's Pass to the East
Fork of the American, locally known as Strawberry Creek in 1859,
Another trail left the main route in the S.W. Corner of T. 12 and
crossed the range to the head of the East Fork of the American;
it later became (as above) the Placerville-Carson Road. Fprom it
diverged Johnson's Cut=-0ff in T 11, crossing the divide through
Johnsont's Pass, and used by wagon trains as early as 1845, Ane
other trail followed the Truckse to Cgrson Pass and gained the
divide as indicated in T, 9, R. 16, This route 'continuing
along the foot of the Sierra Nevada for 18 or 20 miles before
burning to the West' was the main trail of the 49ers, Earlier
trains had also entered Colifornia by another pathway from
Wglkert!s River to the Stanislaus, The Johnson, Daggett, Placer=-
ville-Carson and "C,lifornia Road" converged, as above, in ths
wegtern part of T, 11, R, 13. The crossing of the Sierras is
described by practically every diarist,3l

In 1855, the Surveyor-General of California requested a survey
the Henness Pass route to determine the practicality and merits
the route, The following report was made, stating in part:

The country examined, was from the Lower Crossing on the Truckes
River, thirty-eight miles from the Sink of the Humboldt, to
Camptonville, which place is forty miles in a north-easterly

Cpossing, the route continues up the north side of that sttream,
in a generally direct and westerly course, for a distance of
gggty-three giles, to what‘islknown as the Upper Crossing,

8 point the river msakes a arge bend to south, and it be=
Some Emasﬁ“r o leave it. [Italfcs mine e e
onffﬁﬁ!ﬁ@‘%& westerly course, Striking off from the river
and crossing a low intervening ride, a distance of five miles
further, brought me to Dog Vplley, the waters of waich find an

outlet into the river. From this point to the Lower Crossing
on the North Fork of the Truckee, a distance of eleven and threee




quarter miles, the lime of survey follows up and down a series
of ravines, crosses intervening valleys and low divides, with

over this portion, a road of superior quality, and with but
little deflsction from a straight lins,

From the Lower Crossing of the North Fork of Truckee to the
summit of the Sierra Nevada, the course is ne arly west; the
ascent, uniform and gradual, being along the valley of the
creek, crossing and re-crossing te cut off bends and rising
ground, that at points extend into the stream. Thus we arrive,
in a distance of seventy-one miles from the Lower Crossing on
Big Truckee, at the summit of the mountain, wiich is only 2,045
feet in altitude above the Upper crossing of the same stream,

From the summit, the line of survey ascends (descends) the
western slope of the Sierrsa Nevada, crossing a mountain plateau
densely covered with timber, and at the distance of nine milss
arrives at the Lower Crossing of the Middle Yuba River at which
polnt is 1,200 feet below the summit, and traversed for ths en=-
tire distance by descending grades.3é

The surveyor continued to describe the route in favorable terms,
even to the point of misrepresenthg the diffi culties of the terrain,
and suggested that toroughout the route thers would be no grade that
exceeded five percent, He estimated that it would cost less than
$50,000 to improve the trace made by immigrants. He noted that
ﬁrasa and water wers abundeant along the entire route and oo ncluded,
You will see at a glance,...its importance, and the benefits to be
derived by the counties adjoining Yuba and Sierra by the construce
ting of a great road through them."33 Thus, it is clear thet the
Sgate of Cylifornia was giving serious wmnsideration to improving
the Henness Pass Road four years before the discovery of silver at

to justify the investment of private cepitsal in a toll road.
—— P x - e — a——

In the next issue of the Bulletin will be Prof. Jackson's very inter=

esting survey of the Roads for Wagons, Freighters, and Stages in

the Stampede area. This portion of the report has interesting re=-

ports on the Sierraville, Sierraville-sattley and Loyalteon areas,
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

REXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE SIERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY WILL BE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19,
IN LOYALTON AT TRE
NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1:00p.m.
"POTLUCK" LUNCH}

MINUTES OF THE ISERRA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEETING OF JUNE 11, 1971, AT ALLEGHANY, CALIF.

The meeting was called to order by Pres, Jeanne McMahan, The min=
utes of the previous meeting were read and approved., The treasurer
reported a current balance of $681,00.

James Sinnott gave a report on historic place markers, Dus to vandale
ism and theft, 1t was declided to table the Project until the fall
meeting, It was moved by James Sinnott, seconded by Bill Copren,
that we discuss with Mr. James Trigg the possibility of having some
of the markers made in the high school shop, Motion carried,

The Etta post-office in Sierraville was discussed. It was decided to
write to Mr. Lincoln and get a commitment 4n writing as to what we
can have. Mr. MeMahan reported that only one wall of the building
was usable. He suggested that the building be torn down and all

good lumber be used in & new building. There was some discussion of
money making projects to raise funds for this building. Some of

the suggestions were: g flea market-county wide, raffles, bake sales,
and selling fur lined gloves,

The trip to the north of Sierra County was set for August 15th. One

person in each town is to make pos ters, Georgene Copren offered to
send notices to members,




It was suggested that we might make some money by selling one or
two pages of ads in our bulletin, This will be discussed with our
editor, Mr., Gottardi, :

The secretary was to be instructed to buy cards, have necessary
Information pertaining to meetings printed on the cards, and send
them out to members for notices of meetings and trips,

It was decided to budget $50,00 per year to send a delegate to .
the semi-yearly meeting of the California Conference of Historical
Societies,

The Meeting (next regular meeting) will be held on Sunday, Sept. 19,
at 1:00 p.m, in the KNew Elementary School in Loyalton. Ggorgene
Copren is to ask Mr, Dixon for use of school-and a slide pPro jector,
The meeting will be & "pot luck" lunch,

There being no further bus ines 8, the meetingwas adjourned,

Georgens Copren, Secretary pro tem,
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SPECIAL TOUR THROUGH NOR THERN

BOoE O OR-8 # % % B on ou ow
The Staff of the Sierpra County
Historical Bulletin wishes to
remind our readers tha t ths staff
does not check on the historical
correctness of the information
submitted to us for publication,
If any of our reeaders netice
errors in our historical facts,
weé would appreciate you letting
us know so these errors can be
corrected. The Staff of the
Bulletin welcomes articles of
Interest on Sierra County or
related areag,

TR

MINES AREA PLANNED

A special tour through tne nortnern
area of Sierra County is being
planned for August 15th. More
information concerning this very
interesting trip will be sent to
our members. PIAN TO TAKE THE
NORTHERN MINES TOUR ON AUGUST
15--1971,

e
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