EARLY ANNALS OF DOWNIEVILLE AND VACINITY
3y One of the Earliest Settlars

NUMBER FIVE
We continue with another chapter of

the reminiscenees of
which apoearad in the
June 16, 1R40,

"Early Annals" prosnectad in

then on the Feather River tv1

subseguent "hill diceinta" boom ar

reason to believe that a few

alist, He dopes
leghany as sinch, because the town did not reacsive
1€s name until 1857, aftar the svents deseribad below, and aftesr
the Annalist had moved on to fuolurms County, Howaver, any of
our readers who gre familiar with this araa will have npo dif-

Piculty in followine his narrative,

Wm., Pickisnoche
Kanaka Creek and the Kanakas'

The year 1850 was nreeminently the year of the orosnactors;
amongst whom was a large comvany of Kanakas and South Saa Islanders,
under various chi=ftains. The most consoicuous were Capt, Ross,
(commonly reported to be one of old Kamhehameha! s sons; at any
rate he was an =ducated native, and had been long amongst the
whites, speaklne our languarne fluently and well versed in our cus-
toms) and a native chief known as "Jam Crow the First," to disting-
uish him from another of the same name, Jem Crow also could speak
English, havine been loneg in our whalins service, and hadg married
one of Capt, John A, Sutter's Indians, These two rival chiseftains
lilved in a kind of rude royalty, exacting a daily tribute from
their inferiors, ordering them to prospect, cook, étec,, as they
pleased; as well as administering their own laws and justice ac-
cording to theip caprice, Early in 1850 " Jem Crow," as T mene-
tloned in a former number, discovered the famous Ca®on, which has
aver since egone by his name, and thus becames a prospector of spme
importance amoneg the now vary'beteroqenous~community.

In May Capot. Ross, becoming Jealous of the vonularity which
"Jem Crow" had securad, determined to try and ratrievs some of
his lost popularity, Accordinely dividine his portion of the
Kanakas into small sguads, he sbtarted them out in all diresctions,
with orders to rendevous arain at his headouarters at Kanaka Bar
on the south branch of the North Fork of the Yuba, This plan was
not oriminal with Capt, Ross, but was the sugzestion of Mg jor Wm,
Downie; who, a8long with Howland 3, Cossett Esq,, subsequenﬁly_.in
1853_or Su,-Prosecuting Attorney in Dawnieville, keot the Nrine-
gipal stgra on the Bar, Accordine Eo the agraement,'Downie was to
ave a share if the Projsct succeeded, Tt did Succeed, as will be

e

skin dressed, and made into & coat. lie also went home and re-
turned again, but his luck was gonej he never made much after-
wards, and became nearly blind. Others also made rich strikes,
especlally the three brothers Rapp.

In July 1€50, a piece of quartz and gold, weighing nearly
thirty pounds troy, was discovered in an o0ld deserted prospec-
ting pit on FPrench Guleh, by two sailors, an American and an
Englishman. They had been but two or three days there at the
time, Not waiting for a second strike they returned below to
San Francisco, paying their way by exhibiting the piece for $1
per head, This piece at the time was sunrosed to be the
largest piece ever found in California, and the second largest
on record in the world, On arriving at New York, the
partners quarrelled about the ownershinp , of the piece,
each claiming the whole, They went to % law, and kept
The suit going until the piece and all o each had made
by its exhibition was used up in s N costs of
suit. The Creek kept on paying s exceedingly
well for several years: although e
nothing of much importance
occurred until the 1ljth Oct-
ober, 185l , when the writer
and four others took out
one boulder, weighing 39
pounds avoirdupois, which
yeilded $I,730.50 cts.

Big lumps now be-
came common all this
Fall, Mrs, Smith, of
French Ravine, finding
one weipghing ninety-

six and one qguarter
EEﬁﬂEE_hVBTrdquIa

and sol o

Adams and Co,, Rank-

ers at Marysville,

for $10,500, shortly

before their suspen-

sion. This piece

was found 2€th

October 1053, These strikes being noised about, a large settle-
ment of Mexicans, Peruvians, Chilians, and other Spaniards was
soon collected on the Creek, They soon out-numbered the white
porulation, and began to manifest their particular proclivities
for plunder, murder, horse Stealing, and all kinds of rascality,
Things went on thus until the 12th day of August, 1855, when
Andrew Mauer, an old Dutehman, one of the rolice of the Creek,
was inhumanly murdered. Demands were made on the Spanish
Community to deliver up the murderer; this being denied the |,
whites from the surrounding cemps assembled, burned up the
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